
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Human Rights Situation in Ukraine 

 

 

 

Report 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moscow 

2024 

 



 

 

Contents 

 



 

 

Foreword 

This report continues the Ministry's efforts to draw the attention of the 

international community to the grave human rights situation in Ukraine. Right 

from the outset it should be noted that the human rights situation in Ukraine has 

been steadily deteriorating over recent years. 

It is quite clear by now that Ukraine is ruled by an openly Nazi regime 

committing countless gross and systematic violations of human rights in all 

spheres of public life. 

As has been repeatedly noted, Ukraine has long been practicing neo-

Nazism, including aggressive propaganda of this ideology, falsification of the 

history of the Great Patriotic War and World War II to glorify the Nazis and 

their accomplices, and propagation of nationalist sentiments in Ukrainian 

society. 

The annual torchlight processions in honour of Nazi criminal Stepan 

Bandera have been legalized. The birthdays of this collaborator and another 

criminal, Roman Shukhevich, are marked as national holidays. Celebration of 

such anniversaries and other similar "memorial dates" related to other Ukrainian 

nationalists, who stained themselves with mass murder of civilians, is enshrined 

in Ukrainian law. 

Ukraine holds the SS Galicia Division in high regard. Many things are 

produced under this "brand name": from stamps and thematic exhibitions to the 

decision by a number of city councils to use the flag of this Nazi association 

interchangeably with the national flag. 

Ukraine also honours former SS members in every possible way, even 

grants them with Hero of Ukraine title. These "public figures" have monuments 

erected to them and are reburied with great solemnity. Laws have been adopted 

that not only equalize veterans of the Great Patriotic War and former members 

of Nazi and collaborationist units, but also provide the latter with significant 

benefits to the detriment of the former. Books glorifying the Nazis and their 
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memoirs are published. The Nazis are glorified in Ukrainian schools and in 

various forms of "patriotic education" for children and young people. 

Kiev's Nazi approaches are being fully realized with regard to Ukraine's 

Russian-speaking population. Ukraine has banned everything Russian 

(language, culture, education, printed matter and media). In the sphere of 

education, the process of derussification has reached its climax. Teaching in and 

study of Russian at schools is prohibited. All literature pieces of Russian and 

Soviet (except for Ukrainian) authors have been removed from the school 

literature programme. Books in Russian are withdrawn from libraries. 

Schoolchildren and teachers are forbidden even to speak Russian not only in 

class, but also during personal communication at break. In addition, the 

government in Kiev not only supports but also authorizes attacks on churches of 

the canonical Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

However, all these blatant human rights violations committed by Kiev are 

covered up by most Western NGOs and international human rights mechanisms. 

Moreover, due to the efforts of these organizations, Ukraine is getting out of 

international control in this area. Official Kiev has been granted this exclusive 

"right" by the collective West, which already influences the UN Secretariat and 

a number of departments of the Organization itself. All the above do serious 

damage to the reputation of the bodies of the UN system. 

As we can see, it is precisely the servile willingness of the current 

Ukrainian leadership, to the detriment of the interests of its people, to destroy 

the history and memory of its country's true, not fictitious, past and to deny 

everything connected with Russia – that constitutes the reason why its overseas 

handlers turn a blind eye to the neo-Nazi nature of the Kiev regime. History 

knows many such examples of the West nurturing openly racist and Nazi 

regimes. Their fate is well-known. It is tempting to draw a parallel with the way 

Western countries treated Hitler's regime on the eve of World War II. The 

policy of appeasement led to the bloodiest war in the history of mankind. 



5 

Fortunately for the present generations, that war ended in the Victory of the 

countries of the anti-Hitler coalition. The idea that such events must not happen 

again has become a fundamental principle of the UN Charter. 

As regards the situation in Ukraine, at this point we can say that by its 

actions Kiev only confirms a total lack of independence and shows itself to be a 

"puppet regime", carrying out the instructions of external handlers to create a 

Russophobic project entitled "Anti-Russia" out of its own country. It is also 

obvious that Ukraine is unable to even pretend it is making efforts to address the 

accumulated serious human rights challenges, and to bring to justice those 

responsible for many crimes, including one of the most heinous of them – the 

burning alive of people in the Trade Unions House in Odessa in 2014. 

Therefore, the "collective West" bears direct responsibility for the human rights 

violations committed by the Kiev regime. 

 



 

 

General Situation 

Since 2014, when nationalists seized power in Kiev as a result of an anti-

constitutional armed coup d'état orchestrated by the West, violations of 

fundamental human rights and freedoms in Ukraine have become widespread 

and systemic. With active encouragement from their Western handlers, the 

government is working to mould the society on the basis of Nazi ideas. To that 

end, Kiev is consistently spreading aggressive neo-Nazi propaganda 

accompanied by the rewriting of the history of the Great Patriotic War and 

World War II. It has become a deliberate state policy in Ukraine to glorify 

Nazism, encourage its penetration into all spheres of public life, systemically 

suppress human rights, opposition and dissent in Ukraine, and fight against 

everything connected with Russia. At the same time, Ukraine is consistently 

pursuing a course of forced Ukrainianization of all spheres of public life and 

assimilation of national minorities. 

It is implanting a distorted version of history which diminishes the 

USSR's role in and contribution to the victory over Nazism, in order to destroy 

the historical memory of the Ukrainian people about the events of that war. 

Ukraine's state policy and the government's active steps at all levels aimed at 

whitewashing and glorifying Nazism and Nazi collaborators of World War II, 

and dignifying various Ukrainian groups that collaborated with the Nazi 

invaders during the war, under the guise of members of the "national liberation 

movement" – all serve to cultivate nationalist sentiments among broad segments 

of Ukrainian society. Particular attention is paid to the adoption of a wide range 

of measures to provide state support for the movements glorifying Nazi 

criminals and collaborators. 

The implantation of hateful ideology became so widespread after the 

bloody putsch of 2014, when extremists infiltrated all levels of Ukrainian 

government. In 2014, groups of national radicals seized administrative 

buildings, police stations and military armouries. The police suffered violence 
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on a massive scale. The leading forces in this process were extremist nationalist 

organizations, in particular Right Sector and Svoboda which are the ideological 

successors of Ukrainian nationalists, known for their collaboration with the 

Nazis and mass murder of Soviet civilians during the Great Patriotic War. 

Instead of forming a coalition government of national unity, as envisaged 

by the 21 February 2014 agreement signed by President Yanukovych and 

leaders of the then opposition, the forces that seized power in Kiev announced 

the creation of a "government of the winners". One of its first steps was an 

attempt to revoke the status of the Russian language in Ukraine, which only 

served to increase tensions in the country. The new government branded as 

"separatists" and "terrorists" all those who did not accept the coup and were 

calling for autonomy and federalization, and started to use force against them, 

announcing the so-called anti-terrorist operation (ATO) in April 2014. They 

shelled the Russian-speaking east of Ukraine with heavy weapons and used 

combat aircraft against peaceful towns. 

The horrible crimes of that time are still horrifying, one of the most brutal 

being the burning alive of 48 people on 2 May 2014 in the Trade Unions House 

in Odessa. No one in Ukraine is going to investigate them.
1
 All the above only 

confirms the Nazi nature of the regime established in Kiev. 

The fact that the ATO format envisaged the use, in addition to the regular 

armed forces of Ukraine, of irregular "volunteer battalions", whose atrocities 

could not but be mentioned even by the international organizations and entities 

patronizing Kiev, including the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR), is also a convincing demonstration of the Kiev 

government's intentions with regard to the Donbass. 

                                                           
1
 A detailed description of the events of those years is given in the study by a team of authors "History of 

Ukraine" // Grigoriev M.S., Deinego V.N., Dyukov A.R., Zasorin S.A., Malkevich A.A., Manko S.A., 

Shapovalov V.L. History of Ukraine: a monograph. – M.: International Relations, 2022. – 648 p. The text of the 

monograph is publicly available on the website of the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation 

https://files.oprf.ru/storage/image_store/docs2022/istoriya_Ukraini_MS_Grigoriev_dr.pdf 
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However, the accusations of "terrorism" levelled at the Donbass, used by 

Kiev as a pretext for launching the ATO, turned out to be falsified. This was 

confirmed by the UN International Court of Justice which, in its decision of 

31 January 2024 on Ukraine's lawsuit against the Russian Federation, refused to 

recognize the Donbass Republics as "terrorist organizations" and Russia as a 

"sponsor of terrorism". Therefore, Kiev's actions towards the LPR and DPR 

were illegitimate from the outset. In the same decision, the Court dismissed the 

Kiev regime's speculations about the alleged "racial discrimination" in Crimea, 

which had been propagated not only by pro-Western NGOs but also by 

international organizations. In addition, the Court repeatedly questioned their 

conclusions, which were not supported by sufficient evidence. 

Amid active glorification of Nazism and implantation of a sense of 

hostility towards Russia among the population, the human rights situation in 

Ukraine itself continued to seriously deteriorate. As rightly noted by some 

researchers, the Kiev regime underwent a political mutation in 2022. The 

conditions it created as a result of the imposition of martial law allowed it to 

build an authoritarian system of government in the country, characterized by an 

absolute monopoly on power, extrajudicial killings, strict censorship, de facto 

elimination of independent media and destruction of the political opposition, 

total state propaganda, and an active search for traitors, fictitious Russian spies 

and saboteurs. The current regime, having adopted the ideology and practices of 

Ukrainian radical nationalists, has essentially degenerated into a neo-Nazi 

dictatorship.  

For such a regime, a state of war and the use of the widest range of 

repressive measures are necessary as the only and, at the same time, the safest 

way to maintain its dominance. It exists as long as the degree of escalation in 

society remains high, and armed confrontation with an external enemy 

continues. Bearing this in mind, the West is providing it with massive 
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assistance, primarily military. The end of the conflict for such a regime would 

be tantamount to the end of its existence. 

The degradation of the human rights situation affects Ukraine in many 

ways. It witnesses regular violations of the right to freedom and personal 

integrity, and records numerous cases of illegal arrests and subsequent 

detention, torture, intimidation, inhuman and cruel treatment, aimed primarily at 

forcing detainees to confess guilt. 

Persecution of political opponents, independent journalists and media 

outlets, and members of public organizations undesirable for the government, 

has taken on an unprecedented scale; and it is frequently backed by claims 

about the need to confront "the Russian aggression" and "separatism". In 

furtherance of these policies, the government in Kiev is making use of radical 

nationalist groups which frequently break the law but remain untouchable. 

Nazi approaches of the Kiev regime are clearly reflected in their attitude 

towards the population of the Donbass. This is convincingly confirmed by the 

well-known statements of Ukrainian leaders. Former Prime Minister Arseniy 

Yatsenyuk, in the summer of 2014, called the Donbass rebels "subhumans" (by 

analogy with Nazi term "untermenschen"), and current President Vladimir 

Zelenskiy, speaking about the citizens of the country against whom he had 

imposed sanctions, said that not all people are human beings, some are just 

"specimens". 

Moreover, hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian citizens, including the 

elderly, women and children, have been dying and suffering in the 10-year-old 

internal armed conflict unleashed by Kiev in the south-east of the country. 

Other Kiev's actions also added fuel to the fire. As a result of the severe 

restrictions imposed by the Ukrainian authorities, citizens living in the areas of 

hostilities were exposed to serious life-threatening risks. They had to daily 

overcome significant difficulties in obtaining basic services such as social 

benefits, water, heating and health care. Kiev's military actions resulted in 
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residential areas falling into disrepair, and there were no mechanisms for legal 

protection or compensation for the population of the Donbass. 

The fact that the population of the Donbass does not enjoy the same scope 

of human rights as the population in Kiev-controlled Ukraine, was pointed out 

by the Human Rights Committee (HRCttee) in November 2021 (its concluding 

observations were published in February 2022). According to the Committee, 

there were differences, including in the form of the difficulties encountered by 

civilians in the Donbass when seeking the issuance of birth certificates, which 

required a prior court decision. At the same time, it pointed out the need to 

intensify efforts to protect civilians, especially children, under wartime 

conditions, including demining. HRCttee also noted with concern the severe 

restrictions imposed against civilians crossing checkpoints on the line of 

contact, under the pretext of spreading coronavirus infection. 

The Committee also highlighted the limitation of the rights of internally 

displaced persons (IDPs), noting with concern that they face multiple forms of 

discrimination (in relation to the enjoyment of political rights, in particular the 

ability to vote). According to HRCttee, this hinders their integration into 

society. Therefore, the Kiev government was recommended to take measures to 

facilitate the procedure for the registration of the actual residence of IDPs and 

encourage them to exercise their right to vote.
2
 

Ukraine witnesses restrictions on all possible rights of the Russian-

speaking population and national minority members (there are many of them 

among IDPs). Everything Russian – language, culture, printed matter of any 

kind, the media – is prohibited in Ukraine. Education in Russian, its study in 

any form is also prohibited. Literature and teaching materials in Russian have 

been removed from the educational process. Even interpersonal communication 

                                                           
2
 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee on the eighth periodic report of Ukraine. November 

2021 (the observations were published in February 2022) 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2FC%2FUKR%

2FCO%2F8&Lang=en  

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2525252FC%2525252FUKR%2525252FCO%2525252F8&Lang=ru%20(not%20available);%20file:///C:/Users/MAPomerantseva/Downloads/CCPR_C_UKR_CO_8-EN.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2525252FC%2525252FUKR%2525252FCO%2525252F8&Lang=ru%20(not%20available);%20file:///C:/Users/MAPomerantseva/Downloads/CCPR_C_UKR_CO_8-EN.pdf
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in Russian at school is banned. The renaming of topographical features in the 

country, that have anything to do with Russia, has taken on a huge scale. A 

massive campaign has been launched to destroy monuments to Russian and 

Soviet figures of science and culture, and to historic personalities. Kiev's 

campaign against the canonical Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), which has 

now taken the form of a total ban on it, has reached a completely new level of 

cynicism and hypocrisy.  

The problem of corruption, which is deeply rooted in the Ukrainian 

government, persists. The measures declared by the authorities to combat it, 

including the establishment of relevant specialized mechanisms, have proven 

ineffective in practice. The situation in this area was pointed out with concern 

by Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky, Independent Expert of the UN Human Rights 

Council (HRC) on the effects of foreign debt and other related international 

financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of human rights, following 

his mission to Ukraine in May 2018.
3
 The extent of corruption was also 

highlighted by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 

April 2014
4
 and the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 

against Women in February 2017. According to CEDAW experts, corruption, as 

well as growth of unemployment, decline in standards of living of the 

population, and the ongoing crisis create favourable conditions for widespread 

human trafficking.
5
 

                                                           
3
 Report by Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky, Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related 

international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, following his visit to 

Ukraine in May 2018. December 2018. https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/448/76/PDF/G1844876.pdf?OpenElement 
4
 Concluding observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the sixth periodic 

report of Ukraine. April 2014. 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2fEST%2fC

O%2f6&Lang=en 
5
 Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the eighth 

periodic report of Ukraine. February 2017. 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2fEST%2fC

O%2f8&Lang=en 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18?448/76/PDF/G1844876.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18?448/76/PDF/G1844876.pdf?OpenElement
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2525252FC.12%2525252FUKR%2525252FCO%2525252F6&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2525252FC.12%2525252FUKR%2525252FCO%2525252F6&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2525252FC%2525252FUKR%2525252FCO%2525252F8&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2525252FC%2525252FUKR%2525252FCO%2525252F8&Lang=en
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International human rights monitoring mechanisms have been recording 

numerous cases of illegal detention, torture, intimidation, ill-treatment, sexual 

violence, including those aimed at forcing confession or cooperation. The UN 

Human Rights Committee expressed concern in November 2021 about reports 

that acts of torture and ill-treatment continued to be perpetrated by law 

enforcement authorities and about the limited number of convictions handed 

down for such offences.
6
 

The rights of citizens to a fair trial continue to be violated, especially in 

criminal cases related to the armed conflict. Case handling in the absence of the 

accused is common, and right-wing radicals often openly intimidate and attack 

lawyers and exert pressure on members of the judiciary. 

The use of torture and violence by law enforcement agencies and the 

Security Service of Ukraine against detainees seems to be structural and 

impunity widespread.
7
 

The UN Human Rights Committee raised concerns in November 2021 

about the difficulty of apprehending those accountable for crimes committed 

during Kiev's attempts to forcibly enslave the Donbass people. The Committee, 

while welcoming the Kiev leadership's assurance that it will investigate all 

crimes committed in the context of the armed conflict (these include summary 

executions, acts of sexual violence, abductions, enforced disappearances, 

unlawful or arbitrary detentions – in this context, reference was made to an 

unofficial detention facility in Kharkov that operated from 2014 to 2016), noted 

with concern the lack of progress made in this direction. It also noted that there 

were reports indicating that victims, particularly women, often did not report 

offences because of fear of reprisal, lack of trust in state institutions and lack of 

                                                           
6
 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee on the eighth periodic report of Ukraine. November 

2021 (the observations were published in February 2022) 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2FC%2FUKR%

2FCO%2F8&Lang=en  
7
 Report of Nils Melzer, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment on his visit to Ukraine, from 28 May to 8 June 2018. January 2019. https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/010/58/PDF/G1901058.pdf?OpenElement 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/010/58/PDF/G1901058.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/010/58/PDF/G1901058.pdf?OpenElement
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knowledge about their rights. Besides, it noted that lawyers were being 

threatened for having defended individuals in cases related to the armed 

conflict. Therefore, HRCttee recommended that steps be taken to punish those 

responsible and to provide protection for complainants and attorneys. 

Additionally, it was recommended to ensure that individuals found guilty of 

grave human rights violations be expelled from office.
8
 

Coerced confessions are a common practice. UN experts documented 

cases of individuals who complained that they had been forced by investigative 

bodies or SBU to confess to being affiliated or linked with the armed groups on 

camera. In several cases, such videos were published on the official websites of 

the national police or SBU.
9
 

Since the launch by the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation of the 

special military operation to denazify and demilitarize Ukraine and protect 

civilians of the Donbass, the neo-Nazi regime in Kiev has definitively ceased 

even false attempts to pretend it maintains law and order and respects human 

rights in the country. 

The authorities uncontrollably hand out weapons to anyone interested, 

which is used primarily by criminal elements. Criminals, including those 

convicted of serious criminal offences, are being released from prisons. We are 

referring in particular to former military officers Sergei Torbin (convicted for 

the murder of Kherson activist Ekaterina Gandzyuk), Dmitriy Balaboukh 

(convicted for the murder of a civilian during the conflict in the Donbass), 

former deputy of the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine and commander of the 

Donbass battalion Semyon Semenchenko, and former commander of the 

Tornado battalion Ruslan Onishchenko (convicted for torture, rape and 

                                                           
8
 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee on the eighth periodic report of Ukraine. November 

2021 (the observations were published in February 2022) 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2FC%2FUKR%

2FCO%2F8&Lang=en  
9
 OHCHR report on Human Rights in the Administration of Justice in Conflict-Related Criminal Cases in 

Ukraine from April 2014 – April 2020 August 2020  

 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/Ukraine-admin-justice-conflict-related-cases-en.pdf  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/Ukraine-admin-justice-conflict-related-cases-en.pdf
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incitement to suicide). As a result, Kiev and other major Ukrainian cities have 

seen a surge in banditry, looting, armed attacks and murders, and the self-

appointed territorial defence units are engaged in robbery instead of protecting 

fellow citizens. 

Chaos and lawlessness have spread across the country. People who raise 

the slightest suspicion are detained, interrogated and searched by radicals. As a 

result, civilians face the risk of being killed on the flimsy pretext of belonging 

to allegedly numerous "subversive groups" and "collaborators". Numerous 

images of the Nazi's extrajudicial punishment and abuse of civilians are 

published on the Internet. 

Male citizens are subjected to illegal forced mobilization. On 16 April 

2024, Zelenskiy signed the law adopted by the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine 

on 11 April 2024 on even tougher mobilization. For example, it defines new 

categories of citizens who are not any more eligible to military deferment, 

expands coercive measures against violators of military registration rules 

(forced delivery to the military registration office by the police, restriction of 

the right to drive a car, to travel abroad, to receive consular services abroad, 

including passport registration, etc.). All persons liable for military service, 

including those abroad, must update their data within 60 days of the law's entry 

into force at territorial recruitment centers, administrative service centers or on 

their online personal accounts. The law introduces the rule that all men 

from 18 to 60 years of age must carry a military ID card, regardless of whether 

or not they are fit for service or eligible for military deferment.
10

 

In addition, on 10 April 2024, the Verkhovnaya Rada passed, in the first 

reading, yet another "mobilization" bill increasing fines for violation of military 

registration rules tenfold and introducing criminal liability for refusal to 

undergo a medical examination. 

                                                           
10

 https://24tv.ua/ru/zakon-o-mobilizacii-2024-kakie-izmenenija-budut-kto-ne-podlezhit_n2533812 
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Both these documents are at odds with international legal norms and 

Ukrainian legislation. Even Ukrainian Ombudsman, Dmitriy Lubinets, has 

pointed out that the draft laws contain provisions that contradict the 

Constitution of Ukraine.
11

 

Right-wing militant groups use civilians as "human shields" with the tacit 

permission of the authorities. This was noted even in the documents of Amnesty 

International. The organization's paper, "Ukraine: Military Endangers Civilians 

by Deploying Troops in Residential Areas – A New Study",
12

 emphasizes that 

by turning civilian objects into military targets, the Armed Forces of Ukraine 

violate international humanitarian law. The Ukrainian military establish bases 

and operating weapons systems mainly in residential areas – including in 

schools and hospitals. 

In addition, media reports emerged of a surge in trafficking in human 

beings and children in Ukraine in 2022, or, more precisely, in human organs for 

transplantation (the previous peak of such illegal activities was observed in 

2014-2015). This was also pointed out by international organizations, including 

the OSCE, which noted in 2014 that bodies of people with removed internal 

organs, most likely victims of transplantologists, were found in mass graves in 

the area of military operations. This information was published, in particular, by 

the Tsargrad TV channel.
13

 Experts also note that, while the Kiev regime was 

preparing for an offensive against the Donbass Republics, the Verkhovnaya 

Rada of Ukraine began to urgently consider bills aimed at simplifying the 

activities of transplantologists in the country to the maximum, and in 2022 law-

making in this area became even more active. At the end of 2021, deputies from 

the presidential party "Servant of the People" initiated and passed a law through 

                                                           
11

 https://24tv.ua/ru/est-normy-protivorechashhie-konstitucii-ombudsmen-otreagiroval-na-zakonoproekt-o-

mobilizacii_n2461010 
12

 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/ukraine-military-endangering-civilians-locating-forces-residential-

areas-new  
13

 See, for example, https://amp.tsargrad.tv/articles/chjornaja-transplantologija-na-ukraine-izvestna-propiska-

doktora-smert_604078, https://tsargrad.tv/investigations/koncy-v-krematorij-ukraina-platit-za-oruzhie-

vnutrennimi-organami-grazhdan_523850  

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/ukraine-military-endangering-civilians-locating-forces-residential-areas-new
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/ukraine-military-endangering-civilians-locating-forces-residential-areas-new
https://amp.tsargrad.tv/articles/chjornaja-transplantologija-na-ukraine-izvestna-propiska-doktora-smert_604078
https://amp.tsargrad.tv/articles/chjornaja-transplantologija-na-ukraine-izvestna-propiska-doktora-smert_604078
https://tsargrad.tv/investigations/koncy-v-krematorij-ukraina-platit-za-oruzhie-vnutrennimi-organami-grazhdan_523850
https://tsargrad.tv/investigations/koncy-v-krematorij-ukraina-platit-za-oruzhie-vnutrennimi-organami-grazhdan_523850
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the Verkhovnaya Rada according to which a Ukrainian could become a donor 

under a simplified procedure. The requirement to notarize the written consent of 

the donor or, in case of his/her death, his/her next of kin, for organ 

transplantation was cancelled. On 14 April 2022, the Verkhovnaya Rada adopted 

a new law on transplantation according to which this activity was exempt from 

VAT, which actually created prerequisites for the easiest possible export of 

human organs from Ukraine.
14

 In short, the Kosovo Liberation Army, whose 

members are known to have been stained for cooperating with "black 

transplantologists," has found "worthy" followers in Ukraine. 

Russian servicemen taken hostage are being held in appalling conditions 

and subjected to torture and other forms of inhuman and cruel treatment. This 

has been confirmed by international monitoring mechanisms. 

At a briefing on 15 November 2022, Matilda Bogner, head of the UN 

Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine, acknowledged that, based on the 

results of interviews with 175 Russian prisoners of war, the Mission had 

received information about their ill-treatment and torture by SBU.
15

 

On 24 January 2023, responding to a question from the Russian news 

agency RIA-Novosti, OHCHR spokesperson, Ravina Shamdasani, confirmed 

that the Office was aware of the video recording of the torture of Russian 

prisoners of war which was attached to the material for the preparation of 

relevant reports. In addition, she recalled that the OHCHR report on the first 

6 months of the conflict documented 50 cases of torture and ill-treatment of 

prisoners of war by the Armed Forces of Ukraine.
16

 

On 24 March 2023, Matilda Bogner, presenting HRMMU's report on 

treatment of prisoners of war in Ukraine, reported summary executions of some 

25 Russian POWs by the Armed Forces of Ukraine. She said almost half of the 
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229 interviewed Russian POWs spoke of being tortured or ill-treated by the 

Armed Forces and Security Service of Ukraine. They were beaten, shot in the 

legs, stabbed in their limbs, electrocuted, subjected to mock executions, threats 

of sexual violence or death.
17

 

On 31 March 2023, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker 

Türk, confirmed this information during his speech at the 52nd session of the 

UN Human Rights Council. He said that the Ukrainian authorities had not 

initiated criminal proceedings against their military who had shot the prisoners. 

There was no response even when evidence of war crimes was documented.
18

 

On 8 October 2023, Roremary DiCarlo, UN Under-Secretary-General for 

Political Affairs, spoke about torture or ill-treatment of Russian prisoners of war 

in Ukraine at the UN Security Council meeting on Ukraine.
19

 

There is no question of the Ukrainian authorities bringing those 

responsible for many of these offences to justice. The relevant international 

organizations, such as the Council of Europe, the OSCE, a number of United 

Nations bodies and others, which pretend that nothing of the sort is happening, 

although they are sometimes forced to acknowledge the human rights violations 

committed in Ukraine, are also silent on this matter. In fact, at the moment, 

international organizations by their actions contribute to the Kiev regime's 

avoidance of responsibility for its numerous human rights violations. All this 

gives the Zelenskiy regime a feeling of complete impunity. 

 The following example is very illustrative in this regard. Since 2008, the 

United Nations has had a global monitoring of the implementation of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights – the Universal Periodic Review 

(UPR), which operates within the framework of the UN Human Rights Council. 

According to the rules, every member state of the World Organization without 

exception is subject to this review on a regular basis on a rotational basis. Until 
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recently, no country avoided going through the UPR procedure. Now, under 

pressure from Kiev's Western patrons, the HRCttee has taken the unprecedented 

decision to allow Ukraine not to undergo this procedure in 2023 and to postpone 

it to 2027, thus, in effect, giving the Kiev regime carte blanche to continue its 

mass crimes against human rights.  

At the same time, Ukraine's gradual withdrawal from the UN human 

rights treaty bodies began in 2011, when Kiev reported for the last time to most 

of the convention committees. Already in February 2022, this process was 

legalised when, using Article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, the Ukrainian regime declared itself free from obligations 

under a wide range of articles of this document.  

There are also examples of absolutely blatant cover-up of the Kiev regime 

by the special procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council. In 

particular, following her visit to Ukraine in the autumn of 2023, the HRC 

Special Rapporteur on Torture, Alice Gill Edwards, described the situation with 

torture in Ukraine as "not causing concern" and the efforts of the authorities to 

prevent it as "impressive". 

At the same time, in 2022, due to the declaration of martial law in the 

country, Kiev officially announced the temporary suspension of Ukraine's 

obligations under a number of articles of the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights and the European Convention for the Protection of Human 

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Since then, Ukraine has regularly extended 

the martial law regime and notified international bodies, as well as confirmed or 

modified the parameters of its participation in international human rights 

treaties in this regard. With this in mind, Ukraine's official suspension of a 

number of provisions of international treaties remains in place to date, including 

articles 12 (on freedom of movement and choice of residence), 17 (on 

interference in private and family life), 19 (on freedom of expression), 21 (on 

the right to peaceful assembly) and 25 (on participation in public affairs and 
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elections) of the Covenant and articles 8 (right to respect for private and family 

life), 10 (freedom of expression), 11 (freedom of assembly and association) of 

the Convention, as well as articles 1 (protection of property), 2 (right to 

education), 3 (right to free elections) of the Additional Protocol to the 

Convention and article 2 (freedom of movement) of Protocol No. 4 to the 

Convention. 

Nevertheless, a number of international human rights organizations and 

mechanisms still demonstrate commitment to the objective fulfilment of their 

mandate and point out facts of human rights violations in Ukraine. Such 

materials, which are few in number, are cited in this section of the report when 

describing the relevant episodes of human rights violations. 

It should be noted that the numerous reports of crimes committed with 

unprecedented brutality by Ukrainian neo-Nazi groups and foreign mercenaries 

against Russian servicemen are not included in this document. An assessment of 

these criminal acts by contemporary neo-Nazis in Ukraine, who fully 

demonstrated their loyalty to the hateful ideas and tactics of the German fascists 

and local collaborators from the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) 

and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)
20

 during the Great Patriotic War, is 

being made by the Russian competent authorities as part of the investigation of 

numerous criminal cases concerning these heinous crimes. Significant efforts 

are also being made by Russian civil society organizations and all concerned 

individuals to uncover the truth about the true face of the Ukrainian authorities 

and the national radicals they are covering up. Information on the crimes will be 

included in separate analytical materials.  

In Russia, crimes against civilians in the Donbass and in Ukraine 

committed by the Kiev military and political leadership, nationalists and 

representatives of the Ukrainian security forces since 2014 have been recorded 

and investigated by the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation (IC 
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of Russia). As of 5 March 2024, some 4,500 criminal cases have already been 

opened. Such crimes include genocide, terrorism, cruel treatment of civilians, 

use of prohibited means and methods in an armed conflict, murder, intentional 

destruction and damage to property (Articles 205, 356, 105 and 167 of the 

Russian Criminal Code) and others. The defendants include 980 individuals, 

including representatives of the UAF high command and commanders of 

military units who gave criminal orders to shell civilians and civilian 

infrastructure. 

More than 200 of them are wanted. A total of 250 criminal cases have 

been completed and sentences have been handed down against more than 

280 Ukrainian servicemen, who have been sentenced to 8 to 29 years' 

imprisonment and life imprisonment
21

. Other criminal cases are still under 

consideration. The Investigative Committee is establishing and providing a legal 

assessment of the actions of all persons involved in the offences committed. 

In addition, work to collect, systematise and make public information on 

the crimes of the Kiev regime is being carried out through the creation in 2023 

of a special post of Ambassador-at-Large on this issue in the system of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. Rodion Miroshnik has 

been appointed to this post. 
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Glorification of Nazism 

A policy of falsifying history and whitewashing Nazi criminals and 

fascist henchmen is being pursued at the State level in Ukraine. The Kiev 

regime has created a legal framework for this purpose. 

The Ukrainian Verkhovnaya Rada enacted a "decommunization package" 

comprising normative legal provisions in April 2015. 

In particular, the law "On condemnation of communist and national-

socialist (Nazi) totalitarian regimes in Ukraine and ban on propaganda of their 

symbols", "On access to archives of repressive bodies of communist totalitarian 

regime of 1917-1991", "On commemoration of victory over Nazism in World 

War II of 1939-1945" and "On the legal status and commemoration of fighters 

for independence of Ukraine in the 20th century". 

In accordance with these documents, Soviet symbols were banned, the 

Communist regime was condemned, the archives of the Soviet secret services 

were opened, the fighters of the Ukrainian military nationalist formations of 

World War II – the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) and the 

Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)
22

 and their leaders – the leader of the OUN 

Stepan Bandera, and Roman Shukhevich, commander-in-chief of the UPA, who 

served in the Third Reich's Nachtigall Battalion, the 201st battalion of the 

Ukrainian Legion Schutzmannschaft. 

In addition, criminal responsibility was introduced for a negative 

assessment of the activities of these structures, as well as for the manufacture, 

distribution and public use of symbols of the "communist totalitarian regime." 

Laws on "decommunization" affected such issues as the provision of 

benefits to former members of nationalist armed formations and the ban on the 

use of Soviet symbols, as well as symbols and insignia of the Red Army. In 

May 2017 the Ukrainian Code on Administrative Violations was amended to 
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prohibit the public use, wearing or display of the ribbon of Saint George, (or 

Guards ribbon) or even pictures of it. 

In line with the provisions of the law "On the legal status and 

commemoration of fighters for the independence of Ukraine in the 

20th century," on 30 January 2018, Lvov Regional Council decided to use the 

flag of the OUN-UPA on an equal basis with the state flag of Ukraine. Similar 

decisions were taken by the Volyn Regional Council, city councils in Ternopol, 

Kiev, and a number of other cities.
23

  

In December 2018, a law was passed to amend the law "On the status of 

war veterans, guarantees of their social protection" (No. 2640-VIII), which 

essentially equated collaborators as "participants in the struggle for the 

independence of Ukraine in the 20th century" and veterans who fought on the 

side of the anti-Hitler coalition
24

.  

On 20 June 2023, Zelenskiy signed a law on the payment of pensions to 

"political prisoners of the Soviet Union", including former Bandera and UPA 

fighters. Funds for the new payments will be taken from the cancelled pensions 

for Soviet figures and holders of Soviet awards and titles.  

In 2023, Victory Day celebrations on 9 May were finally replaced at the 

official level by a day of reconciliation similar to European countries. On 8 May 

2023, Vladimir Zelenskiy signed a decree according to which in Ukraine from 

this year 9 May instead of the Day of Victory over Nazism in World War II is 

celebrated as Europe Day. 
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Commemorating Nazis at the legislative level 

A major example of Kiev's state policy in the area of "preserving national 

memory" is the inclusion of Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine resolutions on the 

commemoration of significant dates and anniversaries of Ukrainian 

collaborators with the Nazis. In addition, back in 2018, The Verkhovnaya Rada 

approved the OUN nationalists' slogan "Glory to Ukraine! – Glory to Heroes!", 

which copies the well-known Nazi salute. 

In 2019, among the significant dates that the Verkhovnaya Rada decided 

to be commemorated in 2020 were the anniversaries of the births of well-known 

Nazi collaborators, including Vladimir Kubiyovich who supported collaboration 

with the Nazis and was a founder of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division, Ivan 

Poltavets-Ostryanitsa, head of the statute of the Ukrainian National Cossack 

Movement (UNAKOR) which included auxiliary police divisions that took part 

in massacres of Jews in Volyn, Zhitomir, Vinnitsa, and Belaya Tserkov, Vasiliy 

Levkovich, member of the Ukrainian auxiliary police division in Dubno, and 

later the commander of the Bug Military District, controlled by UPA, who was 

convicted of treason by the Military Tribunal of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

of Kiev Oblast in 1947), Ulas Samchuk, activist from the OUN and the editor-

in-chief of Volyn, a pro-Nazi newspaper published in Rovno, who published 

antisemitic articles calling for the extermination of Jews, Vasiliy Sidor (a 

member of the OUN and UPA who served as commander of a section of the 

Nachtigall battalion – which participated in punitive operations – and who 

continued to take part in underground activities and held the position of deputy 

chief commander of the UPA until suppression in 1949, Andrey Melnik, the 

head of the OUN board, openly collaborated with the Nazis, the head of the 

Ukrainian National Rada in Kiev during the war, the organizer of the Ukrainian 

auxiliary police units, and the organizer of mass murders of Jews), 

Kirill Osmak, member of the Stepan Bandera wing of the OUN, and one of the 

leaders of the Ukrainian National Rada in Kiev, headed by Andrey Melnik, 
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Alexander Vyshnivskiy, one of the organizers of the Waffen-SS Galicia 

Division, Yaroslav Starukh, member of the OUN board, and organizer of anti-

Jewish pogroms, Vasiliy Galas, one of the leaders of the OUN, who led the 

OUN underground network in Western Ukraine, an organizer of anti-Jewish 

pogroms in Ternopol Oblast and massacres of Poles, as well as other 

nationalists, in particular Maxim  Zhelezniak, leader of the Kolivschina uprising 

in the 18th century, who was involved in the massacre of Jews in Uman. In 

many of the above cases the persons being commemorated are simply described 

in neutral terms (thus Vladimir Kubiyovich was a "historian and geographer", 

Yaroslav Starukh was a "political and military figure" and Ulas Samchuk was 

"writer, publicist and journalist") with no reference to their links to Ukrainian 

nationalism. The memorial events honouring these "public figures" are all being 

financed by the state. The Ministry of Education and Sciences has been 

instructed to organize lessons and educational events. There were also plans to 

issue commemorative coins and postage stamps in honour of these individuals. 

The Decree of the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine of 16 December 2020 

on the celebration of commemorative dates and anniversaries in 2021 provided 

for celebration at the state level of the anniversary birthdays of 

Sergei Timoshenko, Minister of UNR, who was engaged in building military 

facilities of Wehrmacht in Poland, Leonid Perfetskiy, veteran of SS division 

"Galicia"), Nikolai Kapustyanskiy, deputy head of a wing of the OUN of 

Andrey Melnik, engaged in the formation of auxiliary Ukrainian units for the 

Nazis, Vladimir Szczygelskiy, who was a member of the UPA for some time, 

shot in post-war Poland for aiding the Nazis, Dmitriy Klyachkovskiy (one of the 

organizers of the Volyn Massacre – the mass murder of tens of thousands of 

peaceful Poles, including women and children, by UPA units in 1943-1944), 

Ivan Litvinenko (Nazi collaborator, participant in the Holocaust), Osip Dyakiy 

(member of the OUN, liquidated by Soviet security forces) and 

Rostislav Voloshin (member of the OUN and UPA, Nazi collaborator, head of 
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the regional government in Rovno, who was complicit in the extermination of 

more than 20,000 Jews of that city).
25

 

On 17 December 2021, the Verkhovnaya Rada adopted a resolution on 

the celebration of memorable dates and anniversaries in 2022-2023. According 

to the document, the celebrations include the 80th anniversary of the creation of 

the UPA and the 110th anniversary of Stepan Bandera's associate 

Yaroslav Stetsko (who wrote to Hitler in July 1941 after the Nazi occupation of 

Lvov: "Your Excellency! Filled with sincere gratitude and admiration for your 

heroic army, which covered itself with unfading glory on the battlefields against 

the worst enemy of Europe – Moscow Bolshevism, we send you, the Great 

Führer, on behalf of the entire Ukrainian people and its government, which is 

established in the liberated Lemberg [Lvov], heartfelt congratulations and 

wishes to crown this struggle with complete victory..."); 130th anniversary of 

Porfiri Silenko-Kravets – member of the Nazi occupation of Lvov. Silenko-

Kravets, a member of the SS division "Galicia", who received the "Iron Cross"
26

 

from the Nazis for his service in its ranks; 130th anniversary of "geologist and 

geographer" Yuriy Polianskiy, who was the mayor of Lvov under the Nazis and 

directly participated in the mass extermination of Lvov Jews, murder of Polish 

intelligentsia, pogroms and robberies; 100th anniversary of the birth of Fyodor 

Vorobets – a member of the OUN and one of the guides of the UPA, a Nazi 

collaborator who arrived on the territory of the Ukrainian SSR together with the 

Germans in 1941, etc.
27

 

On 21 December 2023, the Verkhovnaya Rada adopted another resolution 

on the celebration of memorial dates and anniversaries in 2024-2025
28

. 

According to the document, it is planned to mark the anniversaries of many 
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OUN and UPA figures at the state level, including Darya Husyak (personal 

contact of Roman Shukhevich"), Evgeniy Shtender (UPA centurion), 

Stepan Frasulyak (UPA lieutenant colonel who led the training of the 

organization's fighters), Stepan Lenkavskiy (Stepan Bandera's successor as 

leader of the OUN, author of the "10 Commandments of the Ukrainian 

Nationalist", who lived in Germany after World War II), Mikhail Zelenchuk 

(UPA militant), etc. 

The orders issued by the Verkhovnaya Rada are being implemented by 

the authorities in the regions, who are issuing regulations of their own for this 

purpose. 

On 24 December 2019 the Lvov Regional Council issued an order 

allotting state funds in 2020 to commemorate Andrey Melnik, one of the leaders 

of the OUN and a Ukrainian nationalist, and Ivan Lipa and his son Yuriy Lipa, 

both nationalist ideologists. 

On 27 February 2020, the Kiev city council issued a ruling proposed by 

Y. Sirotyuk, a deputy from the Svoboda party, on the celebration of significant 

dates in Kiev, including anniversaries related to collaborators. The persons 

honoured included Vladimir Kubiyovich, Ivan Poltavets-Ostryanitsa, Vasiliy 

Levkovich, Ulas Samchuk, Vasiliy Sidor, Yuriy Lipa, Vasiliy Galas and Andrey 

Melnik
29

.  

Other draft laws aimed at glorifying Nazism have also been submitted to 

the Ukrainian parliament. Thus, on 21 September 2020, the representatives of 

the parliamentary factions Voice, Servant of the People, and Oksana Savchuk, 

member of the Svoboda party, came up with an initiative to submit a draft 

resolution to the parliament to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the 

proclamation in Lvov "Act of the restoration of the Ukrainian state", adopted on 

30 June 1941 during the Nazi occupation of Western Ukraine. 
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In particular, it stated that "the restored Ukrainian State will closely 

co-operate with National Socialist Great Germany, which, under the leadership 

of Adolf Hitler, is creating a new order in Europe and in the world".
30
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Statements in support of Nazism and hate speech 

Officials from Ukraine have regularly and openly declared their 

admiration for Nazi leaders. For example, former speaker of the Verkhovnaya 

Rada Andrey Paruby in September 2018 in a live broadcast of the ICTV called 

Hitler "the biggest man who practiced direct democracy".
31

 

The activities of the Ukrainian Consul in Hamburg V.Marushchynets, 

who actively published xenophobic and racist posts in social networks, 

justifying Nazism and antisemitism, received a wide response in the media. 

Additionally, he made public pictures of himself holding a Bandera flag and a 

cake, designed as Mein Kampf by Hitler that his co-workers had given him for 

his 60th birthday. In May 2018, Marushchynets was dismissed from the service, 

but in early November 2019, the media reported that Ukrainian courts had ruled 

his dismissal illegal.
32

 

Aleksandr Nakonechniy, Mayor of Karlovka in the Poltava area, posted 

images wearing a Nazi uniform on the social media platform "Facebook" on 

3 May 2019
33

. 

An incident received a notable response in October 2019, involving 

then-Ukrainian Prime Minister Aleksey Goncharuk's participation in the concert 

by the bank Sekira Peruna, which chanted Hitler, Rudolf Hess, and SS troops, 

using Nazi symbols, This prompted a criminal case to be opened against it in 

2018. Neo-Nazis from Ukraine made up the audience for this event, which was 

arranged by Andrey Medvedko. Medvedko was jailed on suspicion of killing 

writer and journalist Oles Buzina, but was later freed along with Denis 

Polishchuk and other suspects under pressure from the neo-Nazis. 

Alexey Goncharuk greeted the "veterans" of the ATO from the stage. Later, he 
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confirmed his participation in the neo-Nazi coven on Facebook, explaining that 

he wanted to "congratulate veterans and talk about sore."
34

 

The tone of the Nazi-like statements was set by the country's leadership – 

in an interview published on 5 August 2021, President Zelenskiy advised 

Russians to get out of Ukraine. 

On 17 March 2022, the head of the State Border Guard Service of 

Ukraine, Sergei Deineko, posted a post on his Facebook page in which he called 

for the murder of Russian women and children. The post was later deleted.
35

 

Alexander Turchinov, the former acting president of Ukraine, chairman 

of the Verkhovnaya Rada, and secretary of the NSDC of Ukraine, urged people 

to "kill Russians wherever possible, not only in Ukraine but also outside of it – 

on the territory of Russia" on his VKontakte page on 8 March 2022.
36

 

On 1 July 2022, Andrey Melnik, then Ukraine's Ambassador to Germany, 

stated that Bandera was a "freedom fighter" and had nothing to do with the mass 

murder of Jews and Poles. His words caused outrage not only in Poland but also 

in Germany, and were criticized by Felix Klein, Federal Government 

Commissioner for Jewish Life in Germany and the Fight against Antisemitism, 

as well as by the Israeli Embassy in Berlin. 

Petr Vrublevskiy, Ukraine's Ambassador to Kazakhstan, who had already 

returned to Kiev, made the following remarks to the media on 22 August 2022: 

"We try to kill them (Russians) as much as possible. The more we kill Russians 

now, the less our children will have to kill. That's it." 

Earlier, Boris Filatov, Mayor of Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk), spoke in the 

same vein: "The time for cold rage has come. With an entirely clear conscience, 

we now have a full moral right to kill these subhumans anywhere in the world, 

indefinitely, and in the greatest number conceivable". 
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On 15 December 2022, Valery Zaluzhniy, Commander-in-Chief of the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine, said in an interview with The Economist: "The most 

important experience we had, and which we professed almost like a religion, 

was that "Russians and any other enemies must be killed, just killed, and, most 

important of all, we should not be afraid to do it."
37

 

In December 2022, Igor Klimenko, head of the national police, called 

Russian-speaking residents of the Donbass "people poisoned by Russian 

propaganda" and "the main problem of this region".
38

 

On 1 January 2023, the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine, in its official X 

account, made a post glorifying Stepan Bandera, which also contained his 

quotes. After condemnation by Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, 

who stated that there would be no leniency for those who refuse to admit that 

the terrible genocide was something unimaginable and make a full atonement, a 

full confession of guilt, the post was deleted.
39

 

On 18 May 2023, Mikhail Podolyak, advisor to the head of the President's 

Office, wrote on his X page: "Yes, Ukraine hates you [Russians]. We will 

persecute you. Always and everywhere. Ukraine will get each of you, and it 

doesn't matter how exactly – legally or physically".
40

 

On 15 June 2023, he also said on air at an all-Ukrainian telethon that 

"there is one plan – to push forward as hard as possible with maximum killing 

of Russians". 

On 14 July 2023, commander-in-chief of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 

Valery Zaluzhniy noted in an interview with "The Washington Post" that "the 

problem is all ours, so it is up to us to decide how to kill our enemy. In a war, 
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you can and must kill them in their territory. If our partners are afraid to use 

their weapons, we will kill with our own. But only as many as necessary".
41

  

It should be noted that such steps by Ukrainian representatives drew the 

attention of the international community, as was the case with the above-

mentioned statement of Andrey Melnik. Back in 2016, the Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination expressed its concern about the increasing 

frequency of racist hate speech and discriminatory statements in public 

discourse in Ukraine, including in speeches by public and political figures, in 

the media, particularly the Internet, and during rallies, mainly directed against 

minorities.
42

  

The spread of neo-Nazism and the activities of radical groups in Ukraine 

have been highlighted by both NGOs and foreign politicians. Earlier, in 

November 2020, the Center for Countering Digital Hate, NGO (CCDH) 

presented a report in which Ukraine was named as one of the centers of 

dissemination of neo-Nazi ideology.
43

 

A group of French senators, following a visit to Kiev in May 2021, issued 

a statement that the activity of neo-Nazi forces in Ukraine cannot but cause 

concern. As the senators explained, in the midst of a fair as part of the Kiev Day 

celebrations in the center of the capital, they unexpectedly came across a 

pavilion where members of the neo-Nazi Azov battalion were teaching children 

how to assemble and disassemble weapons. The pavilion was also used to sign 

up volunteers to fight in the Donbass and featured an improvised shooting 

range. As part of their so-called performance, Ukrainian radicals offered young 

people to shoot at a paper Kremlin. Nearby, stalls were selling identity cards of 
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Nazi soldiers from the Second World War, swastikas and other attributes. 

Senator N. Goulet, who personally witnessed all this, sent a parliamentary 

inquiry to the French Foreign Ministry. After that, SBU launched an 

investigation against this group of French senators.
44

 The French Foreign 

Ministry, however, saw nothing alarming in this situation and in its reply to 

Goulet's enquiry noted that "there are neo-Nazi groups in Ukraine", but their 

popularity "does not exceed the European average".
45

  

Thus, with the tacit approval of the "collective West," Ukraine ignores the 

concerns of the international community and continues to actively promote 

neo-Nazi ideology.  
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Holding events honouring Nazis and their collaborators 

In Ukraine, it is not uncommon for officials at various levels to organize 

events and public activities glorifying Hitler's Germany, the German Nazis and 

their collaborators.  

Thus, the Verkhovnaya Rada leadership organized a thematic exhibition 

in July 2018 to mark the "77th anniversary of the Act on the Restoration of the 

Ukrainian State," which was passed on 30 June 1941, and which established a 

protectorate dependent on the Nazis in Galicia, as well as laid the foundation for 

this entity's cooperation with Nazi Germany. The exhibition was dedicated to 

the activities of OUN leaders: Stepan Bandera, Yaroslav Stetsko, and 

Roman Shukhevich, commander of Nachtigall battalion and UPA during the 

initial period of the Great Patriotic War.
46

 

In February 2019, the nationalist forces were outraged by a police 

operation to disperse a nationalist rally in Kiev's Kontraktovaya Square, during 

which an officer shouted: "Lie down, Bandera!" In response, national police 

heads launched a flash mob, #IAmABanderite, in the social media. The head of 

the national Police Sergei Knyazev and the head of the patrol police Department 

Evgeniy Zhukov posted this phrase on their Facebook pages. 

In March 2019, the chief of the General staff of the AFU, 

Victor Muzhenko, approved the new stripes of the army brigades. The red-and-

black chevron with the image of a skull and the inscription "Ukraine or Death" 

is approved for military personnel of the 72nd Mechanized Brigade named after 

the Black Zaporozhets of the Land Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 

These chevrons have a visual resemblance to the insignia of the SS Dead Head 

tank division.
47
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In June 2020, Vladimir Mikolayenko, mayor of then Ukrainian 

Kherson,
48

 congratulated the local residents on an anniversary of the "Act of 

Restoration of Ukrainian Statehood" promulgated by the OUN collaborationists 

in Lvov in 1941. The Act committed to "work closely with the National 

Socialist Greater Germany, under the leadership of its leader Adolf Hitler, 

which is forming a new order in Europe and the world and is helping the 

Ukrainian People to free itself from Moscovite occupation". Posters showing a 

reproduction of the issue of the OUN newspaper, Independent Ukraine, for 

10 July 1941, and citing the text of the above law, were displayed around the 

city.
49

 

In 2022 it became known that Nazi ideas were widespread not only 

among the volunteer formations, of which neo-Nazis formed the backbone, but 

also among the Ukrainian military. Nazi symbols are commonly found in tattoos 

covering the bodies of Ukrainian army personnel, who also openly wear 

chevrons bearing Nazi symbols and slogans. Quite frequently these are exact 

copies of chevrons that Germans and their accomplices sported during the Great 

Patriotic War. 

Specifically, there were media reports that militants from Azov
50

, Aidar
51

, 

and other nationalist units, captured by the Armed Forces of the Russian 

Federation, wear swastikas, chevrons and symbols of the Nazi battalions of the 

Waffen-SS, have relevant tattoos and openly read and propagate Adolf Hitler's 

book "Mein Kampf".
52

 

Ukrainian government representatives have also been seen using Nazi 

insignia. President Zelenskiy, for one, illustrated his Victory Day greetings to 

the public on 9 May 2022 (posted in his Telegram account), with a photograph 
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showing a Ukrainian soldier with the SS Totenkopf emblem on his chest. After 

the scandal erupted, the picture was promptly removed from the post. However, 

the Ukrainian Ministry of Defence did not take down a comparable image of a 

soldier with the logo of the SS-Panzerdivision Totenkopf. 

On 1 January of each year, torchlight processions are held in Kiev and 

other Ukrainian cities to mark the birthday of OUN leader Stepan Bandera. 

They are accompanied by the shouting of nationalist slogans and the display of 

Nazi salutes and symbols. Since 2019, the date has been given a national 

holiday status.  

On 1 January 2021, the nationalists organized torchlight processions as 

usual in honour of Stepan Bandera in major Ukrainian cities. According to the 

Ukrainian media, the number of participants in these radical marches has been 

falling, which was seen as a decline in public support to nationalists. At the 

same time, these gatherings are also held unopposed during the presidency of 

Vladimir Zelenskiy, who is not hiding the fact that he follows the policy of his 

predecessor, P. Poroshenko.
53

  

Another torchlight procession was held in Kiev on 1 January 2022. The 

march was led by activists of the nationalist party All-Ukrainian Union 

"Svoboda" and other extreme right-wing radical organizations, as well as 

representatives of the schismatic "Orthodox Church of Ukraine" (OCU). The 

main poster of the march depicted the burning Kremlin with Bandera's portrait 

in the background. Other posters called for holding a "Nuremberg-2 trial against 

Moscow Judaic Communism", with their bearers shouting nationalist and 

xenophobic slogans.  

The nationalist march was condemned by the Israeli and Belarusian 

embassies in Ukraine, as well as by German Foreign Ministry
54

. On 3 January 
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2022, Dmitriy Yarosh (former leader of the right-wing radical organization 

Right Sector) published a Facebook post in which he called Israeli Ambassador 

to Kiev Mikhail Brodskiy a "Kremlin agent" and called for the expulsion of 

"such so-called diplomats from Ukraine." Eduard Dolinskiy, Director of the 

Ukrainian Jewish Committee, described Yarosh's statement as "an antisemitic 

message", defining it as "a Judophobic division of Jews into good and bad: a 

good Jew must love his killers. But a Jew who dislikes Bandera and Shukhevich 

is an enemy, a Kremlin agent, and should be driven away". 

On 1 January 2023, ceremonies commemorating the 114th anniversary of 

the birth of Bandera were held in the western regions of Ukraine. The traditional 

torchlight procession in Kiev was cancelled due to curfew and other restrictions 

on public events.
55

 

On 1 January 2024, a march honouring Bandera's birthday took place in 

Odessa, Ukraine.
56
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Activities of the Ukrainian Institute of National Memory 

The Ukrainian Institute of National Memory (UINP) has a prominent role 

in the propagation of neo-Nazism. Under its previous director, 

Vladimir Viatrovych, known for his Russophobic and nationalist views, the 

UINP was active in a number of different areas, including lobbying for laws 

promoting the glorification of Fascist accomplices and honouring the memory 

of members of the Ukrainian "liberation movement", publishing "patriotic" 

literature and methodological recommendations for secondary and higher 

educational institutions, and organizing various events and festivals on the same 

subject with the participation of veterans from the UPA, fighters from the so-

called anti-terrorist operation in South-East Ukraine (ATO), and Ukrainian 

"pro-banderite" historians, including the Bandershtat festival, dedicated to the 

Nazi collaborators. It was – and remains – very persistent in feeding the public 

with propaganda promoting such figures as Symon Petlyura, 

Evgeniy Konovalets, Stepan Bandera, Roman Shukhevich, Yaroslav Stetsko 

and Andrey Melnik as model citizens. 

Thus, at the beginning of the year 2017, the Institute unveiled its 

propaganda project "UPA: Response of the Unconquered People," timed to 

coincide with the 75th anniversary of this criminal organization's establishment. 

Despite the fact that more than 70 per cent of UPA officers were former Nazi 

henchmen – fighters in collaborationist groups – and its commanders were 

members of the Schutzmannschaft, auxiliary police forces until 1943, the UINP 

leadership characterized it as an anti-Nazi entity. According to the UINP report 

for 2018, within the framework of the project "UPA: Response of the 

Unconquered People", events (photo exhibitions, lectures, seminars) were held 

in educational institutions, military units, and state institutions, the actions were 

aimed at popularization of the activities of UPA militants. The UINP also 

released a Board game that glorified members of the Bandera bandit groups for 
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propaganda purposes.
57

 In July 2019, The Ministry of Education of Ukraine 

recommended this game for use in schools.
58

 

The Institute reconstructs "Rebel Awards", which are awarded to 

"participants of the "Ukrainian Liberation Movement", as well as to relatives of 

deceased "liberators". The UINP also organized an exhibition at the 

Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine titled "The Ukrainian Army: 1917-1921," a set 

of events defined by official Ukrainian historiography as the people's battle for 

political self-determination and the foundation of statehood.  

In December 2019, with the change of management team, there has been 

no real change in the organization's direction under the new leadership. In 2020, 

on the eve of 9 May, the new Director of the UINP A. Drobovich recorded a 

video dedicated to the Day of remembrance and reconciliation, celebrated on 

8 May, and the 75th anniversary of the Victory over Nazism.
59

 In this video, in 

addition to the attempts traditionally made by the current Ukrainian authorities 

to present Ukrainian collaborators as fighters against Nazism (although the facts 

of their cooperation are undeniably confirmed) the director of the UINP actually 

equalized the Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation and the Victory Day 

over Nazism in World War II.
60

 

In May 2021, WINP draw attention once again when released the 

publication of another work containing distorted historical facts. The head of the 

Ukrainian Jewish Committee E. Dolinskiy published information about the 

distribution of a manual by the Institute, which tells how to celebrate Victory 

Day, on his page in social networks. In particular, the manual states that the 
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"100,000-strong UPA" fought alongside the Allies against Nazism, despite the 

fact that, according to official data, in "the best of times", the number of 

participants of this formation amounted to 35 thousand people.
61

  

In its similar information materials on celebrating the Day of 

Remembrance and Reconciliation on 8 May (but not the Victory Day on 

9 May), published in 2022 and 2023 and positioned, among other things, as 

guidelines for teachers, the UINP went even further and blamed the Soviet 

Union for starting World War II alongside with Nazi Germany,
62

 directly 

contradicting the decisions of the Nuremberg Tribunal. 

In September 2021, D.Getmantsev, head of committee of the 

Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine and people's deputy representing the governing 

party "Servant of the People", acknowledged in his interview to the Ukrainian 

Public TV that the UINP "took part in commemoration on Nazis", stating that 

he meant glorification of soldiers of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division.
63

 

In this context, a notable situation is a case of whether or not to recognize 

the emblems of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division as Nazi in Ukrainian court and 

the UINP's prohibition to propagate back.  

In 2017, N.Myasnikova, a Kiev citizen, disputed in court the concept 

advocated by then-UINP Director V. Viatrovych that the Waffen-SS Galicia 

Division and its emblems were not Nazi because the division belonged to SS 

troops rather than general SS divisions and was utilized largely as a combat 

unit. The claimant filed an appeal with the court asking it to recognize the 

UINP's and its leader's efforts to interpret paragraph 5 of part 1 of Article 1 of 

the Law of Ukraine, which is titled "On condemning the communist and 

national socialist (Nazi) totalitarian regimes in Ukraine and banning the 
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promotion of their insignia" as illegal. It describes the Waffen-SS Galicia 

Division official insignia of the national-socialist (Nazi) totalitarian state and 

forbids the use of the 14th Waffen Grenadier Division of the SS (1st Galician) 

insignia in propaganda, taking into account any name changes that have 

occurred since. The claimant also requested the court to order the UNIM to 

retract its statements concerning the symbols of the Waffen-SS Galicia 

Division.
64

 

On 27 May 2020, the Kiev District Administrative Court concluded that 

the UNIM has no right to distribute the statement made by its leader, and 

ordered it "abstain from doing anything to disseminate" the insignia. However, 

the court only upheld the claimant's suit in part, rejecting other parts. Radical 

Ukrainian nationalists from Right Sector, the National Corps, Sokol (the Youth 

wing of the Svoboda party), and Tradition and Order organized a fire show in 

front of the court during the hearing, and the judge and N. Myasnikova's lawyer 

both received threats on the day before the court's decision was issued.
65

 

On 23 September 2020, in response to an application brought by the 

UNIM, the Sixth Administrative Appeals Court of Kiev overturned an earlier 

ruling of the District Administrative Court in which it had, in effect, classified 

the insignia of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division as Nazi symbols.  

On 6 December 2022, on this issue, the Supreme Court of Ukraine ruled 

that the decision of the appellate court was lawful. Therefore, the symbols of the 

Waffen-SS Galicia Division are no longer considered Nazi in Ukraine.
66

 This 

decision contradicts the verdict of the Nuremberg Tribunal, which recognized 

the SS troops, which included Waffen-SS Galicia Division, as a criminal 
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organization. During the Great Patriotic War, its members participated in 

punitive actions, killed Soviet soldiers and civilians, put down uprisings in 

Warsaw and Slovakia, and fought against Yugoslav partisans.  

 



 

 

Promotion on neo-Nazi ideology in education 

Kiev implemented a "new" policy of patriotic education for young people 

based on militant Russophobia, instilling the ideology of nationalism and 

xenophobia in the younger generations, and praising Ukrainian Nazi 

accomplices posing as members of the national liberation movement after the 

nationalist forces took control of Ukraine as a result of an armed coup d'état in 

February 2014 and the outbreak of military conflict in the Donbass. It is based 

on the national-patriotic education strategy for 2020-2025 that the government 

is implementing and that President Poroshenko approved in May 2019.  

According to this document, young Ukrainians' development of "value 

orientations and civic consciousness" should be based on "examples of the 

heroic struggle for the establishment of sovereignty and the ideals of freedom 

and unity," passed down from the Cossacks, the Sich Streltsy, the Ukrainian and 

Western Ukrainian People's Republics, participants in the anti-Bolshevik 

uprisings, the Karpatskaya Sich units, the UPA, and the dissident movement. 

Distorted interpretations of historical events are aimed at cultivating 

nationalist sentiments among the general population, especially young people. 

The so-called new national idea of Ukraine, which is founded on propaganda of 

hatred against the Russian people and Russia, is practically the only lens 

through which information is presented in school textbooks. The Russian state 

is portrayed throughout history as the invader and brutal executioner, while 

Ukraine itself is shown as the sufferer. Books with such material are also 

published for the very young: soon following the events on the Maidan in 2014, 

Ukrainian historian Oleg Vitvitskiy published a new "patriotic" alphabet for 

children.  

In accordance with the official interpretation of history, the educational 

literature was also "corrected". The facts proving the collaboration of Ukrainian 

nationalists were emasculated. For example, the Ministry of Education and 

Science demanded the recall of history textbooks for 10th and 11th grades, 
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which contain information about the cooperation of Roman Shukhevich and the 

"Roland" and "Nachtigall" battalions with the Nazi German army during World 

War II.
67

  

The policy of honouring the Nazis and their collaborators is becoming a 

negative influence on a significant part of Ukrainians, as indicated by 

sociological monitoring data, among other things. According to a sociological 

survey conducted by the "Democratic Initiatives" Foundation, the majority of 

Ukrainians (52 per cent) celebrate the Victory of the Soviet people in the Great 

Patriotic War on 9 May. At the same time, 56 per cent of respondents already 

agree that both Nazi Germany and the USSR are responsible for unleashing the 

bloodiest conflict in the history of mankind. It is worth noting that only 32.2 per 

cent of those surveyed chose the option that the war was World War II, not the 

Great Patriotic War, and was won by the anti-Hitler coalition. Almost 40 per 

cent of respondents support the status quo, where both Victory Day and 

Remembrance and Reconciliation Day are considered as public holidays.
68

 

Moreover, the Ukrainian authorities actually involve right-wing and ultra-

nationalist groups and organizations in "patriotic work" with young people, 

providing state support to certain groups.  

The Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine (previously the Ministry of 

Culture, Youth and Sports of Ukraine) allots a sizable amount of money each 

year to support "military-patriotic youth-educational" projects, such as festivals, 

contests, congresses, camps, military-field games, and other events that glorify 

Nazi collaborators Stepan Bandera, Roman Shukhevich, and others while 

instilling anti-Russian sentiment. 

For example, during the annual all-Ukrainian children's and youth game 

"Jura" (Falcon), children aged 6 to 17, by analogy with the structure of the 

UPA, unite in "swarms" and "kurins", which are named after the "historical 
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struggle for independence" ("insurgents", "Azovtsy", "Aydarovtsy", "named 

after Roman Shukhevich", etc.).  

Since 2007, the "All-Ukrainian Youth Movement National Alliance" has 

held an annual "Festival of the Ukrainian spirit "Bandershtat" in Lutsk, Volyn 

Oblast, with the cooperation of the Kiev authorities. The goal of the event, 

according to the organizers, is to "immortalize the image of Bandera as a 

national symbol." 

For several years in seven regions of Ukraine there has been a network of 

children's camps of the organization "Youth Corps" (Yunkor), which educates 

children along openly neo-Nazi lines. Children and teenagers in these camps are 

taught military discipline, tactics, assembly/disassembly of combat weapons, 

and ideological lessons based on radical nationalism. The educators in these 

institutions are former members of the Azov regiment. In such camps, the 

morning begins with a drill and the "prayer of a Ukrainian nationalist". At the 

beginning of each shift, a wooden assault rifle is given to each child, while older 

children are given models of "real" weapons in the form of a laser-firing sniper 

rifle.
69

 

The state awarded subsidies totalling more than a million hryvnias to the 

All-Ukrainian Union "Freedom" (Svoboda), and C14 in 2018 for the execution 

of programmes aimed at "patriotic education of young people". A youth military 

camp named Khorunzhy after Nazi collaborator T. Borovets and numerous 

other like initiatives received state funding in 2019.  

In the summer of 2019, three festivals – "Banderstadt" in Lutsk, a festival 

in honour of Ukrainian nationalist ideologue Dmytro Dontsov in Melitopol and 

"In Tracks of Taras Borovets" in Olevsk – were held.  

In December 2019, the law on the state recognition and support of the 

Plast National Scout Organization of Ukraine was adopted by the Verkhovnaya 

Rada of Ukraine. In fact, this text provides the foundation for bringing a group 
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under the state's wing, something comparable to the infamous Hitler Youth (or 

Hitlerjugend), where children are deliberately ideologically brainwashed. To 

understand what such "brainwashing" might lead to; consider that practically all 

UPA commanders (Stepan Bandera, Roman Shukhevich, Vasily Kuk, and 

others) have been through the Plast at some point.
70

 

Also in December 2019, the Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Sports of 

Ukraine allocated again funding for a number of "military patriotic youth 

educational" projects in 2020 to the amount of 20 million hryvnias, including 

2 million hryvnias to the Plast scout organization, which openly declares the 

succession of the Banderite organization structure (including 770 thousand 

hryvnias for financial support of military patriotic camps of this structure, 

450 thousand hryvnias for holding an all-Ukrainian game, and 500 thousand 

hryvnias to organize the cultural identity festival "Den Plastuna"); 440 thousand 

hryvnias for the Banderstadt festival of the Ukrainian spirit, which is allegedly 

of "ideological and patriotic nature"; 350 thousand hryvnias for the Youth 

Nationalist Congress to propagate the ideas of Ukrainian nationalism within the 

framework of the Camp Season 2020 action, the central event of which will be 

the military field games of Gurba-Antonovtsy, dedicated to the UPA battle 

against the NKVD troops in the Ternopol Oblast; 485 thousand hryvnias to 

organize a military-patriotic game "Jura"; over 250 thousand hryvnias to the 

Ukrainian Youth Union (supports the rehabilitation of Symon Petlyura, Stepan 

Bandera, and Roman Shukhevich) for holding a conference of the World 

Ukrainism, historical events (180 thousand hryvnias) and organizing Zagrada 

children's camps (95 thousand hryvnias), whose participants visit memorable 

places of the UPA; 300 thousand hryvnias to hold military and historical events 

"Under Cover of Trizub" (Trident) in Boryas (the Kiev Oblast); 560 thousand 

hryvnias to the Ukrainian Reserve Army for the Kuznya Unizh (Unizh 
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Smithery) and Povstancheskoye Serdtse (Insurgent Heart) patriotic sport camps 

for the children of fighters in south-eastern Ukraine; 250 thousand hryvnias to 

the All-Ukrainian Association of Military History Organizations for holding 

competitions at a military unit.  

In January 2020, the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports of Ukraine 

announced the results of a contest of children's and youth projects, which was to 

be financed by the state in 2020.
71

 A total of 8 million hryvnias (more than 

20 million rubles) was allocated for such projects. This is almost half of all 

funds allocated by the ministry to children's and youth organizations.
72

 Thus, the 

Plast organization will receive 2.7 million hryvnias for arrangements of summer 

camps and thematic fora. Four hundred thousand hryvnias were allocated to the 

Youth Nationalist Congress for cycles of the training programme "The course of 

free people" and "The course of a young Banderite". Two hundred thousand 

hryvnias were allocated to the National Alliance for the all-Ukrainian Pobeda 

(Victory) field game, held since 2006. One hundred twenty thousand hryvnias 

were allocated to the Educational Assembly affiliated with the radical group S14 

for the Proud of the Ukrainians action. Two hundred thousand hryvnias were 

allocated to the Falcon of Freedom structure, which is the youth wing of the 

Svoboda (Freedom) all-Ukrainian union, for holding the Games of Patriots in 

the Ternopol Oblast. In addition, funding was provided for the True History of 

Ukraine all-Ukrainian campaign and the festival of social advertising organized 

by Ukrainian people's youth. In addition, many of these organizations or 

affiliated structures received funding from the state budget for "national 

patriotic education", as well as direct funding for their activities from both the 

state and local government budgets.
73
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In March 2021, the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine (reorganized 

in March 2020) allocated another 8 million hryvnias budget for "military 

patriotic youth educational" projects. In particular, 350 thousand hryvnias were 

allocated for holding the Zashkov all-Ukrainian festival in honour of the OUN 

leader Yevgeniy Konovalets in the Lvov Oblast; 185 thousand hryvnias – for 

the Khorunzhy all-Ukrainian camp in the Volyn Oblast, where children are 

brought up on the example of the OUN-UPA members; 1 million 200 thousand 

hryvnias – for activities "to honour the heroes of the struggle of the Ukrainian 

people for the independence and territorial integrity of Ukraine"; 3 million 

hryvnias – for educational measures in general, with the funds from this article 

also going to nationalist organizations or their affiliated structures.
74

  

In January 2022, the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine allocated 

budgetary funds of 9 million hryvnias for the implementation of "national 

patriotic education" projects. The Plast organization was allocated 1.7 million 

hryvnias to hold various "military patriotic camps in the field". The Youth 

Nationalist Congress received 715 thousand hrryvnias for the same purpose. 

The Youth Corps public organization (a branch of the National Corps far-right 

party) was allocated 240 thousand hryvnias for the organization of all-Ukrainian 

competitions named after Igor Beloshitskiy (Azov fighter, killed in 2014 near 

Mariupol), and 100 thousand hryvnias for the school of national patriotic 

education named after Elena Stepaniv, who fought in the First World War in the 

ranks of the armed forces of Austria-Hungary. The Volyn Student Brotherhood 

received 270 thousand hryvnias for the By the Paths of the UPA event.
75

 

In 2023, the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine allocated budgetary 

funds of 4.6 million hryvnias for the implementation of "national patriotic 

education" projects. The Plast organization received a quarter of all means – 
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1 million 145 thousand hryvnias for arrangements of national patriotic and 

military patriotic summer camps, including those "aimed at acquiring the 

necessary knowledge and skills in the field of security and defence of Ukraine". 

The Young People's Rukh all-Ukrainian public organization was allocated 

515 thousand hryvnias for the same purpose, the Nationalist Youth Congress – 

300 thousand hryvnias. Two hundred sixty thousand hryvnias were allocated to 

the Protection of the Rights of Youth and Religious Communities organization 

to hold a training tent camp "Army – Shield of Statehood". The Zov Yara 

organization received 75 thousand hryvnias to hold a winter hike named after 

Yuriy Gorlis-Gorskiy (Ukrainian nationalist, officer of the UNR army, during 

the Great Patriotic War he was engaged in active collaborationist activities in 

Kiev, led a secret Abwehr group that identified Soviet underground fighters).
76

 

In 2024, budget funding for such activities doubled and reached 9 million 

hryvnias. Traditionally, over 1.1 million hryvnias was received by the Plast 

organization, 916 thousand hryvnias – by the Young People's Rukh. The Right 

Youth organization was allocated 788 thousand hryvnias for the events named 

after one of the leaders of the volunteer Right Sector Ukrainian corps Taras 

Bobanich, who had participated in the Ukrainian punitive operation in the 

Donbass since 2014 and was liquidated by the Russian Armed Forces in 2022. 

Organizations in western regions of Ukraine received more than 

410,000 hryvnias for the events glorifying the UPA.
77

 

Kiev's activities in organizing financial support for national-radicals at the 

state expense did not go unnoticed. In July 2019, the Ukrainian government was 

accused of secretly funding far-right extremist groups under the guise of 

educational programmes. According to the Bellingcat group, the government 

allocated funds within the programme of "national patriotic education" of young 
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people. The investigation pointed out that such grants were used to increase the 

influence of nationalists and attract new supporters.
78

 

In March 2020, acting Minister of Education and Science Lubomira 

Mandziy was at the center of a scandal. It was revealed that, in 2018, holding at 

that time the position of the head of the Department of Education of the Lvov 

Oblast administration, she became one of the organizers of the drawing 

competition among schoolchildren on the topic of the Waffen-SS Galicia 

Division and Ukrainian volunteers in its ranks. The competition task was to 

draw "an SS man or a meeting between Reichsführer Heinrich Himmler and the 

division's personnel". The award ceremony was set for 28 April 2020, along with 

a march commemorating the Waffen-SS Division's 75th anniversary. Along with 

the march and the drawing competition, there was a weapons exhibition. In her 

remarks to journalists following the uproar, Lubomira Mandziy tried to 

downplay the incident by claiming that the Department of Education "was just 

informing schools about the competition".
79

 

Children have been recruited in the UAF and nationalist groups for a very 

long time, and fighters from the neo-Nazi Azov battalion (registered as a 

terrorist organization in the Russian Federation) have been indoctrinating them 

with a hatred of everything that is Russian. They took over the Pilgrim 

orphanage in what was then Ukrainian Mariupol. Long-term military training of 

the orphanage residents, severe penalties for any misbehaviour, and exhausting 

physical training exercises made up the mentoring aspect of the Azov men. 

Particular attention was paid to hand-to-hand combat, girls were taught mostly 

sniper training. At the same time, the ideological conditioning of the pupils, 

based on Russophobia, antisemitism, and the glorification of Nazi Germany, 

was carried out.  
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The Western press has published articles on this topic.
80
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Construction of monuments to the Nazis 

The Ukrainian authorities also continue to erect monuments and 

memorial plaques in honour of the OUN-UPA fighters and pay tribute to former 

Nazis who have survived to this day. According to the study of "The Forward" 

US newspaper on monuments to fascists, Nazis and Nazi collaborators in 

different countries, Ukraine ranks first in the world on this subject.
81

 As of 

December 2022, 50 monuments were set up in different regions of the country 

only to Stepan Bandera, and more than 500 streets, lanes and avenues 

throughout Ukraine were named in his honour. 

The biggest ultranationalist marches take place on the day the UPA was 

founded and on Stepan Bandera's birthday. The radicals taking part in such 

rallies use hateful speech, mostly directed against Russians, while also 

performing various provocative escapades. 

On 29 January 2020, a formal ceremony, attended by local civil servants 

and representatives of the church, was organized to bury Mikhail Mulik, former 

vigilante and member of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division, in the Avenue of 

Glory in Ivano-Frankovsk. Many of those attending the ceremony were dressed 

in Nazi uniforms.
82

 According to the Ukrainian media, Mikhail Mulik was the 

chairman of the regional brotherhood of the Galicia Division members, and an 

honourary citizen of Ivano-Frankovsk.
83

 

On 22 March 2020, Lvov authorities officially marked the 

95th anniversary of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division Unterscharführer Roman 

Matsuk and presented him with a portrait of himself in his youth in a Nazi 

uniform as a gift.
84
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In April 2020, in Kalush, the Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast, the Brotherhood of 

the warriors from the Waffen-SS Galicia Division presented Vasiliy 

Nakonechniy, a veteran of the division, with an award in a solemn ceremony. 

These "merit badges" are being presented to all the surviving members of the 

SS. When the 95-year-old veteran of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division was 

awarded, he reflexively extended his arm in a Nazi salute. Previously, in May 

2018, he had been awarded the status of Honourary Citizen of Kalush.
85

  

On 23 May 2020, to mark the Heroes Day
86

, all UPA veterans and their 

widows living in the Lvov Oblast, were paid a lump sum allowance from the 

regional budget. A total of 989 people received payments.
87

 

On 21 June 2020, the Lvov City Council's press service reported that 

Lvov Mayor Andrey Sadovoy had congratulated Olga Ilkiv, former liaison 

officer for UPA leader Roman Shukhevich, on her 100th birthday. The notice 

added the city and regional governments had joined forces to buy a flat in Lvov 

for Olga Ilkiv in recognition of her services to the state and to mark the 

78th anniversary of the UPA founding.
88

 

On 18 July 2020, a memorial cross to UPA's cornet general Ivan Treiko 

was installed in a forest between the village of Gorodnitsa in the Zhitomir 

Oblast and Storozhev village in the Rovno Oblast, with the support of Ukrainian 

Institute of National Memory (UINP). The dedication ceremony was attended 

by representatives of the local government, public activists and a representative 

of the UINP.
89
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In August 2020, Petlyura's Litter Pick Day was held in Kiev in 

"commemoration" of the fighters of the 1st Bogdan Khmelnitskiy Ukrainian 

Regiment, buried on Zamkovaya Mountain.  

On 19 August 2020, a memorial plaque in honour of Yuriy Lipa was 

placed on the building of a district library in Yavorov village of the Lvov 

Oblast.
90

 

On 30 August 2020, a monument to Kuzma Brichka – Nazi collaborator, 

member of the Polesian Sich and the UPA, who had participated in mass 

murders of civilians of Polish and Jewish origin – was solemnly unveiled in 

Karpilovka village of the Chernigov Oblast.
91

  

On 5 October 2020, UPA veteran, involved in mass murder of Jewish and 

Polish residents of the Rovno Oblast Alexander Derkach was buried with war 

honours and a guard of honour in the village of Dubrovka in the Zhitomir 

Oblast.
92

 

On 13 October 2020, the authorities in Lutsk organized the third All-

Ukrainian festival and national song competition "For Ukraine! For its 

Freedom!", which was held on-line only, where they sang songs glorifying 

members of the UPA. On the same day an exhibition dedicated to Stepan 

Bandera and Roman Shukhevich was held in Vinnitsa. 

On 14 October 2020, in Kiev, radicals from the Svoboda, the Right Sector 

and the National Corps held a traditional march on the occasion of 

78th anniversary of UPA creation. The participants of the march carried glass 

cans containing photos of Anatoly Shariy, Viktor Medvedchuk and a number of 

other social and opposition activists, to imitate severed heads. They chanted 

slogans of organizing "legal" prosecution of Ukrainian citizens for "pro-Russian" 
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activities, revoking the licenses of 112-Ukraine, NewsOne, ZIK, NASH, Inter 

and Kiev Live and canceling the ceasefire in the Donbass for Ukrainian 

military. 

In Lvov, on the same day, Maxim Kozitskiy, vice chairman of the Lvov 

Oblast council, took part in a ceremony in which flowers were laid on the tombs 

of the UPA fighters, funeral prayers were read and there were processions in 

Ukrainian nationalist insignia was displayed.
93

 The Against Goliath historic 

exhibition dedicated to UPA members, including Stepan Bandera and Roman 

Shukhevich, organized by the Ukrainian Institute for National Memory was 

held in Vinnitsa.  

On 12 November 2020, with the support of the city authorities, relatives 

of OUN-UPA fighters were awarded with the formation's medals "For combat 

merits" and "For special contribution to the development of the OUN armed 

underground" in the Lvov Historical Museum. 

On 20 January 2021, in Poltava, a national competition to design a 

monument to Symon Petlyura was announced.
94

 

On 29 January 2021, in Kiev, at the behest of the city council, Bandera 

Readings were held once again.  

In February 2021, Ivan Fialka, former member of the Waffen-SS Galicia 

Division, was buried with honours in Stryi (the Lvov Oblast). The event was 

attended by the mayor of the city, as well as members of nationalist structures.  

On 16 February 2021, the Lvov Oblast council requested President 

Zelenskiy to return the title of Hero of Ukraine to Stepan Bandera. The deputies 

have also decided to declare 2021 the Year of Yevgeniy Konovalets (OUN 

leader).
95

 Besides, the deputies of Ivano-Frankovsk city council came up with 
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an initiative to bestow the title of Hero of Ukraine to former Galicia fighter 

Mikhail Mulik.  

On 5 March 2021, the deputies of the Ternopol city council supported the 

initiative of city mayor Sergei Nadal to name the city's stadium after Roman 

Shukhevich, where the Ukrainian Cup Final was to be held. Joel Lion, Israeli 

ambassador to Ukraine, called on the authorities to reverse this decision. In turn, 

a Ukrainian MFA spokesperson supported the local authorities, saying that 

"preservation of national memory was among the priorities of state policy" and 

such news pegs should be commented on by historians, not diplomats.
96

 

This initiative was seized by the Lvov Oblast council which, on 16 March 

2021, proposed the Ukrainian Government to rename Arena Lvov to Stepan 

Bandera Arena Lvov. This stadium was going to host the initial 2022 World 

Cup qualifying matches. The initiative came from the Petr Poroshenko's 

European Solidarity party.
97

 

On 28 April 2021, radicals marched in Kiev for the first time to 

commemorate the creation of Nazi SS Galicia Division. Nazi symbols were 

used during the march. Radicals were accompanied by police officers, who 

blocked the traffic on many of Kiev's central streets. According to Ruslan 

Bortnik, head of the Ukrainian Institute for Policy Analysis and Management, 

the march was financed in part by the Kiev city administration; although it 

claimed that it was made by mistake. Earlier such events in honour of SS 

Galicia had been mainly concentrated in Lvov and other cities in Western 

Ukraine. According to experts, in view of the fact that this had occurred shortly 

before 9 May, the march can be described as a provocation, and the inaction of 
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the Kiev authorities can be explained as the result of threats from right-wing 

groups, which had become more influential.
98

  

On 2 May 2021, members of the National Corps held rallies in Lvov and 

Ternopol to glorify the fighters of the Waffen-SS Galicia Division. Nazi 

symbols were also used during these events. 

On 22 May 2021, a solemn ceremony of burying the remnants of the 

UPA fighters was held in Strelki village (the Lvov Oblast). The event was 

attended by the leader of the European Solidarity party's fraction in the Lvov 

Oblast council Oleg Duda.  

In mid-June 2021, in Kiev, Orest Vaskul, chairman of the Kiev Regional 

Brotherhood of OUN-UPA veterans, former participant of the Waffen-SS 

Galicia Division and former head of the OUN, was buried following a solemn 

funeral ceremony in St. Michael's Golden-Domed Monastery, which belongs to 

the OCU. The ceremony was conducted according to the official funeral rites 

used by the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine, and included a guard of honour 

from the Bogdan Khmelnitskiy Separate Presidential Regiment. It was attended 

by Sergei Kvit, former Minister of Education, Vladimir Vyatrovich, former 

head of the UINP, and others.
99

 

On 25 July 2021, the remains of the punishers from the Waffen-SS 

Galicia Division, liquidated by the Soviet troops of the 1st Ukrainian Front in 

1944 in the battle for Brody, were reburied with honours in the village of 

Chervonoye (the Lvov Oblast). 

In July 2021, in Novomirgorod (the Kirovograd Oblast), it became known 

that a children's team "Hitlerites" took part in street basketball competitions 

during the city day.
100

  

On 10 August 2021, the 100th birthday of UPA lieutenant and Ukrainian 

auxiliary police commissioner Vladimir Shigelskiy – who had actively 
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participated in killing Jewish and Polish civilians during World War II – was 

solemnly celebrated in Lvov. In 1949, he was executed in Poland for aiding the 

Nazis, war crimes, and mass murder of civilians. 

On 18 August 2021, in Litin village (the Vinnitsa Oblast), solemn events 

in commemoration of the 110th birthday of former OUN and UPA member 

Yemelyan Grabets were held. He had served as Ukrainian auxiliary police 

commissioner in Rovno and had been directly involved in mass murder of 

around 30,000 Jews residing in the city. In addition to the memorial procession 

along the street named after him and the laying of flowers at the memorial 

plaque, a round table was held at the local history museum, which resulted in a 

recommendation to the local authorities to name the Litin sports complex after 

Yemelyan Grabets.
101

  

Late August 2020, a monument to Kuzma Brichka – Nazi collaborator, 

member of the Polesian Sich
102

 and the UPA, who had participated in mass 

murders of Jewish civilians, Soviet soldiers and partisans – was solemnly 

unveiled in Karpilovka village in the Chernigov Oblast.
103

  

In September 2021, the plans were revealed to install a memorial sign 

dedicated to a high-ranking member of the OUN Vladimir Bagaziy, as part of 

One Stone, One Life
104

 project. Bagaziy organized the Ukrainian auxiliary 

police, later he was appointed by the Nazis burgomaster of Kiev. This was 

reported by head of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee Eduard Dolinskiy who 

particularly noted that Vladimir Bagaziy had been directly involved in the 

extermination of the Jews of Kiev. According to media, the collaborator's photo 

and name appeared on the interactive map of the official site of the project 
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containing the addresses of all memorial stones and names of those honoured 

with those memorials. The biography of Vladimir Bagaziy published in the 

same place did not contain any information about his involvement in the 

executions of Jews during the occupation of Kiev.
105

 In response to a query 

from the RT newspaper, the German Foreign Ministry said that "the controversy 

surrounding the figure of Vladimir Bagaziy" was taken into account, and at 

present there were no plans to install a memorial sign in his honour. The 

German MFA stressed that it took the statements of Vladimir Bagaziy's 

involvement in Holocaust seriously and thus, in cooperation with the Ukrainian 

Center for Holocaust Studies and other specialists, would "examine this person's 

biography".
106

 As of 12 October 2021, Vladimir Bagaziy's biography has been 

removed from the project website. The inspection made in April 2024 did not 

find his name on the site either.  

On 7 October 2021, a solemn reburial of UPA fighters took place near the 

village of Sokolovka (the Lvov Oblast). 

On 19 October 2021, Kiev saw the unveiling of "memorial cross", created 

in 2009, dedicated to 100th birthday of Stepan Bandera. The monument's 

construction was not permitted at that time. This time, the city authorities did 

not oppose this initiative of nationalists. 

On 11 January 2022, the Ukrainian Junkerschafts book, dedicated to the 

Waffen-SS Galicia Division was presented in one of the libraries in Nikolaev 

(the Lvov Oblast). The event was attended by a man in Nazi uniform, a cap with 

a Roman eagle and a skull with crossed bones, and a waist-belt.
107

 

On 4 February 2022, during the European Futsal Championship semi-

final match between Russian and Ukrainian teams, Ukrainian fans chanted 

nationalist and Russophobic slogans, including "Ukraine above all", "Who 
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doesn't jump is a Muscovite" etc. They also sang Beat the Muscovite song, 

which called for killing of Russians.  

On 5 February 2022, the ninth Bandera Readings devoted to the 

80th anniversary of the UPA were held in Kiev, organized by the nationalist 

Svoboda all-Ukrainian union. The conference was led by one of the Svoboda 

leaders, former deputy of the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine Yuriy Sirotyuk. 

According to organizers, the readings are an "intellectual forum" which is held 

under the aegis of Stepan Bandera's ideas. This year's event was dedicated to the 

80th anniversary of the UPA. Leader of the S14 far-right group (recently 

referred to as Basis for the Future or Future Society). He remarked, among other 

things, that nationalists "had fun fighting and killing". Furthermore, he 

threatened that if radicals came to power, Ukraine might attack European 

countries, Hungary, in particular. 

On the same day, a "unity march" was held in Kharkov, organized by the 

National Corps and other nationalist parties and movements. The participants 

brought flags of OUN-UPA and chanted nationalist slogans as they marched. 

On 14 October 2022, the 99-year-old Miroslav Simchich, commander of 

a sotnia in the UPA and war criminal who organized the mass murder of Poles 

during World War II and took part therein, was given the title of Hero of 

Ukraine with the Order of the Golden Star by Vladimir Zelenskiy.
108

 

After the war, he was convicted by a Polish court for the extermination of 

the population of the predominantly Polish village of Pisten in the Ivano-

Frankovsk Oblast. On 22 October 2021, deputies of the Lvov Regional Council 

appealed to the President of Ukraine to grant the former Nazi an honourary 

title.
109
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On 8 November 2022, a renovated monument to Mikhail "Spartan" 

Moskaluk, a UPA commander of a sotnia, who took part in the punitive 

operations of Nachtigall Battalion and fought against the Soviet partisans in 

Ukrainian Schutzmannschaft Battalion 201, was unveiled in the village of 

Ivanovtsy, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast. 

On 30 November 2022, in the village of Ledykhov, Ternopol Oblast, the 

remains of ten UPA members were solemnly reburied, who had died in 1944 in 

battles against the Red Army and NKVD troops while the latter two were 

liberating the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR from the nationalist 

underground and its Nazi accomplices. 

In December 2022, in the State Historical and Cultural Reserve 

Naguevichi in the Lvov Oblast, a nativity scene was installed, with a statue of 

Stepan Bandera, the leader of the OUN, placed among the traditional biblical 

characters.
110

 

On 10 December 2022, Roman Shukhevich's son, Yuriy Shukhevich, who 

had headed the right-wing radical party UNA-UNSO
111

 in 1990-1994, was 

buried with military honours in Lvov. 

On 21 December 2022, in honour of the 80th anniversary of the UPA, the 

Ternopol Regional Council decided to erect a monument to Roman Shukhevich, 

who had been involved in the mass murder of Poles and Jews in western 

Ukraine.
112

 

On 14 February 2023, President Zelenskiy issued a decree naming the 

10th Separate Mountain Assault Brigade of the AFU "Edelweiss", the same 

name given to the 1st Mountain Infantry Division of Nazi Germany.
113
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On 29 and 30 March 2023, state commemorations were held in honour of 

the 150th birthday of Nikolai Mikhnovskiy, the ideologist of Ukrainian 

nationalism, who formulated the slogan "Ukraine is for the Ukrainians" and 

called for the killing of Poles, Russians and Jews, whom he considered enemies 

of the Ukrainian people.
114

 

On 8 May 2023, on the eve of the Day of Victory over Nazism (which is 

no longer celebrated in Ukraine), the UINP held an exhibition for the cadets of 

the Kharkov National Internal Affairs University, which is temporarily located 

in Vinnitsa, entitled "UPA: Response of the Unconquered People", dedicated to 

the organization, the majority of whose members served in the armed 

formations of the Third Reich.
115

 

On 14 June 2023, a history lecture on Yevgeniy Konovalets, the leader of 

the OUN, was delivered at the Maidan Museum in Kiev.
116

 

On 22 September 2023, Vladimir Zelenskiy, during his visit to Ottawa, 

together with Canadian MPs and the country's leadership, gave a standing 

ovation to Yaroslav Gunko (Hunka), a veteran of the Galician Division of the 

SS, who had been invited to the session of House of Commons. Following a 

public outrage, when Jewish organizations and representatives of Russia, 

Poland and Germany condemned the incident, the Canadian Prime Minister, 

Justin Trudeau, officially apologised and Canadian Parliament Speaker 

Anthoniy Rota resigned.
117

 At the same time, no apology followed from Kiev 

after the incident. What is more, in February 2024, the Ternopol Regional 

Council awarded Yaroslav Gunko the Yaroslav Stetsko insignia of honour "For 

Merits to the Land of Ternopol". 
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On 1 October 2023, in accordance with Vladimir Zelenskiy's decree, one 

of Ukrainian Armed Forces' battalion was given the name of Yevgeniy 

Konovalets – OUN leader who actively collaborated with the Nazis.
118

 

On 6 March 2024 it became known that a street in Nikopol was named 

after Petr Dyachenko, a military criminal, former chief of staff of the Polish 

Sich under the command of Ataman Taras Bulba-Borovets and the organizer of 

the Ukrainian Self-Defence Legion in Chelm Land (SD Battalion 31 in German 

documents, which was later incorporated into the SS Galicia Division). The 

mayor of the city, Alexander Sayuk, said that he was 'unaware' of the 

unfavourable facts in the life of the Nazi collaborator and commented on this 

decision as follows: "A commission approved the name of the street; first there 

was a public discussion about street names, and only then were they changed. 

As for the fact that the street was named after someone who had been awarded 

the Iron Cross by Hitler, I don't know, I don't have that information, you have to 

ask the commission, they were in charge of that. I'm a mayor, I'm not an expert 

on history. There is nothing I can say or comment as regards those historic 

references".
119

 

In late March 2024, Ukraine's largest book chain "Knigarnya E" and 

some other bookstores began selling a two-volume memoir by Croatian fascist 

and ally of Hitler Ante Pavelić. The head of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee 

Eduard Dolinskiy noted this fact saying that Pavelić had headed the Croatian 

puppet government, which had collaborated with the Nazi Germany in 

1941-1945 and perpetrated mass killings of Jews, Serbs and Roma. However, 

the book's description makes no mention of Pavelić's Nazi past, nor does the 

book itself. Eduard Dolinskiy believes that the actions of the book chain, 

effectively, amount to whitewashing Nazi crimes and Holocaust denial.
120
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Violence of Ukrainian radicals 

Right-wing radicals in Ukraine, feeling the support of the official 

authorities and realizing their impunity, actively employ violence and methods 

of intimidation against political opponents, civil society activists, human rights 

defenders, journalists, and pressurise the authorities into making decisions that 

benefit them. 

On 4 May 2020, also in Kharkov, radicals from the National Corps, 

National Vigilantes, and Democratic Axe groups protested against the 

appointment of Evegeniy Gritskov, deputy head of the Kharkov city council, as 

the head of the coordinating council for issues relating to national and patriotic 

education. The reason was a photograph from 2015, in which Evgeny Gritskov 

can be seen together with Mikhail Dobkin, former governor of the Kharkov 

Oblast, holding up a red banner. On 6 May, Evgeniy Gritskov resigned as the 

head of the coordinating council.  

On 23 May 2020, radicals from the National Corps stormed the office of 

the Opposition Platform – For Life party, known for its stance against the 

glorification of Nazism and xenophobia. The nationalists tried to set fire to the 

office, threw flares and smoke bombs into the windows, doused the building 

with paint. Taking advantage of the authorities' tacit support for their activities 

they disabled the office's security system and attacked the personnel.
121

 

In the mid-June 2020, in Kiev, Dnepropetrovsk, Lvov, Kharkov and 

Chernovtsy, mass protests were held by nationalists, who were against the bill 

on amendments to the law on the use of minority languages in the education 

system, which was discussed in Verkhovnaya Rada. Under the draft law, the 

entry into effect of the restrictions on the use of Russian for the purposes of 

teaching would be postponed, and the transition period would be extended. 

During these protests the radicals behaved aggressively and defiled symbols of 

the Russian state, there were multiple reports of them clashing with police. In 
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certain regions the nationalists were supported by the local council members. In 

particular, the Lvov regional council, which has already repeatedly been noted 

for its nationalist position, stated in a petition to President Vladimir Zelenskiy 

that all those who voted for the bill proposed by Maxim Buzhanskiy, a 

Verkhovnaya Rada deputy from the Sluga Naroda party, would be treated as 

"collaborators" and "traitors to Ukraine".
122

 

On 4 February 2021, members of Ukrainian far-right groups attempted to 

break into the building of NASH TV in Kiev, demanding that it be shut down 

because of what they saw as pro-Russian politics. During the clashes with the 

right-wing radicals, the police used tear gas and several people were arrested. 

On 22 February 2021, the far-right organization Tradition and Order 

attacked left-wing activists in Odessa for taking part in protests against rising 

utility prices. The attackers used tear gas and wielded cold steel weapons.
123

 

On 28 February 2021, members of the National Corps attacked 

entrepreneur and politician Sviatoslav Vikarchuk, who had run for the local 

elections in 2020 for the Khmelnitskiy City and Regional Council on behalf of 

The Opposition Platform – For Life, and poured brilliant green over him.
124

 

In April 2021, nationalists from Freikorps demanded the dismissal of 

N. Semeykina, a teacher at the Kharkov State Academy of Culture, for critical 

comments on social media about the authorities and the assessment of the 

conflict in the Donbass, accusing her of "Russian propaganda". The academy's 

leadership echoed the radicals' position. Vice Rector Yuriy Loshkov said that 

Natalia Semeykina's words had discredited the title of the teacher, and "if this 

was really her point of view, and these are her beliefs, then she cannot be a 
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Ukrainian teacher". Natalia Semeykina was later added to the database of the 

extremist website "Myrotvorets".
125

  

On 7 May 2021 in Kharkov, the far right destroyed the campaign banners 

of the Opposition Platform – For Life party for 9 May, which read "Fascism 

will not pass".
126

 

On 9 May 2021, during Victory Day celebrations in Kiev, nationalists 

started a fight with representatives of the Antifascist Committee of Ukraine, 

tearing red ribbons from their hands and trampling flowers. 

On 7 July 2021 in Kiev, right-wing radical Aleksey Svinarenko and 

members of his group National Resistance attacked people who had come to a 

rally under Belarusian flags. Tear gas was used. In his Telegram channel, 

Aleksey Svinarenko, apparently no longer afraid of the reaction of Ukrainian 

law enforcement officers, openly wrote that he had "attacked Belarusian 

anti-fascists". 

On 23 July 2021, right-wing radicals in Kharkov tore the T-shirt off a 

member of the Party of Shariy and beat him up. This information was shared in 

posts by the far-right.
127

 

On 30 October 2021, right-wing radicals attacked the camera crew of 

NASH TV in Sumy. They beat the cameraman and the reporter in front of the 

police, and vandalised their equipment.
128

 

In November 2021, a wave of riots swept through the bars and clubs of 

the Podol district in Kiev. On 6 November, far-right activists from the 

Foundations for the Future, the Ukrainian Banner, and National Resistance 

attacked the famous Khvilovy bar in Podol, blocking the entrance to the inner 

yard of the bar. They chanted racist and homophobic slogans, painted NS-WP 
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(NS for National Socialism, WP for White Power) on the walls, threw 

firecrackers, smoke bombs, flour and eggs at the bar staff. On 10 November, 

extremists from Centuria wrote "YAKARTA VIENIE" on the walls of the same 

bar, apparently in reference to the mass killings of supporters of the Indonesian 

Communist Party in 1965-1966, when between half a million and a million 

people were killed. On 16 November, the SHOOM club was attacked and the 

inscription "Death to the leftists" was made on its doors. On 26 November, 

members of the right-wing Foundations for the Future, National Resistance and 

Centuria stormed the Khvilovy bar, smashing windows and furniture, spraying 

tear gas, beating customers and guards with truncheons and chanting "white 

power" and other racist and homophobic slogans.
129

 

On 27 November 2021, in Korosten (Zhitomir Oblast), radicals attacked 

the crew of NASH TV, who were interviewing Mayor Moskalenko. They 

punched the journalist in the face while he was reporting.
130

 

On 11 December 2021, "patriotic activists" in Nikolaev tried to prevent 

the journalists from "NASH" TV from filming a tour of a museum exhibition 

dedicated to the occupation and liberation of the city during the Great Patriotic 

War. Chasing the TV crew, one of the radicals said that if they were at the front, 

he would have "blown their heads off".
131

 

On 18 December 2021, representatives of the National Corps disrupted a 

congress of the Opposition Platform – For Life Party in Poltava. A fight broke 

out between the right-wing radicals and the security guards at the entrance to 

the congress; tear gas was used.
132

 

On 1 February 2022 in Kiev, right-wing activists protested outside the 

NASH TV headquarters, burning flares, chanting "Russian, surrender!" and 

calling to "hang Nashists" (referring to the employees of NASH TV). 
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In February 2022, radicals in Odessa threatened the owner of the Oblaka 

restaurant, where a concert of Russian rapper Basta (Vasiliy Vakulenko) was to 

take place. Right Sector member Demyan Ganul, one of the organizers and 

perpetrators of the assault of the House of Trade Unions in Odessa on 2 May 

2014, wrote on his Facebook page: "The concert is planned at the Oblaka 

restaurant, owned by Andrey Zarichanskiy. If Andrey has a brain and a pro-

Ukrainian position, he will cancel the occupier's concert. If not, his business 

will be in serious trouble – Oblaka is not Zarichanski's only establishment. 

Vakulenko has come and gone, and you are supposed to live in this city!" 

Demyan Ganul then posted a photo of himself with a submachine gun on social 

media, as well as a video of people in military uniform with submachine guns. 

The concert was cancelled.
133

 

There have also been cases of radicals organising actions against 

legislative initiatives they consider undesirable and against court rulings against 

their supporters. For example, the leader of the S14 far-right group, Evgeniy 

Karas, and members of Dmitriy Korchinskiy's Brotherhood party were present 

at the Pecherskiy District Court when it tried one of the two young people who 

poured antiseptic green paint on the monument to General Nikolai Vatutin in 

Mariinskiy Park (Kiev) on the night of 10 February. The prosecutor requested 

that the defendant be remanded in custody during the investigation. Judge 

Olesya Batrin, however, ruled that he could be released on bail by Verkhovnaya 

Rada deputy Mikhail Bondar.
134

 According to human rights activists, the 

presence of the nationalists in the courtroom was intended to put pressure on the 

judge. There had already been a number of incidents in which radicals had 

behaved aggressively in courtrooms, demanding the release of their comrades.  
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Another similar incident occurred in mid-June 2020 in Kiev, outside the 

courthouse, where Sergei Sternenko, a member of a nationalist group, was being 

tried for a manslaughter he committed in May 2018 in Odessa. Radicals 

attacked journalists from Strana.UA and Sharij.net, as well as ZIK and 

NewsOne TV channels, who were covering the trial. The nationalists also 

stormed the courtroom, provoked a fight with the police, lit flares and set off 

firecrackers, all in an attempt to put pressure on the court. In all such cases the 

police required all the journalists to leave the courtroom without giving any 

explanation, which led to further attacks. After his attempt to interview the 

accused, journalist Bordan Aminov was threatened with a "visit from the Anti-

Terrorist Forces, who will show you how to love Ukraine." None of the 

attackers were arrested. Moreover, according to Strana.ua, the police 

subsequently apologised for beating the 'activists' and promised to bring those 

responsible to justice.
135

  

On 20 July 2021 in Kiev, about 40 extremists from the Future Society, 

National Corps, National Resistance, Alternative, Tradition and Order, Right 

Youth and Unknown Patriot attempted to disrupt a hearing in the Court of 

Appeal of a complaint by Belarusian anti-fascist Alexei Bolenkov against the 

SBU decision to expel him from Ukraine. Right-wing radicals also attacked left-

wing activists who had gathered to support Alexey Bolenkov outside the 

courthouse.
136

 

Since the beginning of the special military operation of the Armed Forces 

of the Russian Federation to demilitarise and denationalise Ukraine on 

24 February, many representatives of Ukrainian far-right organizations have 

taken part in combat operations in the east of the country.
137

 Their crimes have 

taken on an entirely different scale, evolving from unlawful acts of violence to 
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the murder of civilians in the territories occupied by the Kiev regime, as well as 

the torture, ill-treatment and murder of captured Russian military. 

Accustomed to total impunity, members of Nazi battalions continue to 

commit crimes against their fellow citizens. On 29 September 2023, militants of 

the Kraken Unit (part of the Azov Regiment, designated as terrorist and 

outlawed in Russia) used weapons to seize a fixed security point in Kharkov 

because police and military officers on duty at the security point were 

attempting to screen the members of the Nazi Battalion.
138
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Desecration of the memory of Red Army soldiers  

As Nazis and their collaborators are being increasingly exonerated, 

attempts are being made to smear the Red Army soldiers, including blaming 

them for crimes committed by the Nazis. For example, the tragedy that occurred 

in March 1943 in the village of Koryukovka, Chernigov Oblast, where the Nazis 

almost completely annihilated the local population in a punitive action, has been 

the subject of such fabrications. On the 75th anniversary of the massacre, the 

Ukrainian media portrayed the events as the fault of the partisans, who allegedly 

provoked the Nazis to commit atrocities.  

In recent years, nationalists and right-wing radicals, with the tacit support 

of the Ukrainian authorities, have started to disrupt events commemorating 

Victory Day in the Great Patriotic War and other significant dates, as well as 

anti-fascist events. As a rule, no follow-up measures are being taken in relation 

to the threats against anti-fascist activists. The Ukrainian law enforcement 

authorities have never prevented the illegal actions of these criminals and 

brought them to justice, instead allowing the radicals to hide and gagging their 

victims. The actions of the nationalists are usually categorised as hooliganism, 

regardless of the motives and actual nature of their behaviour. At the same time, 

the authorities prosecute people for displaying Soviet symbols. Experts view 

such actions by the authorities as an attempt to intimidate activists, create an 

atmosphere in which they would be afraid to mention the fact that their relatives 

had fought in the Red Army. 

In 2018-2019 on Victory Day in Kiev, nationalists wearing clothes with 

Nazi symbols attacked Elena Berezhnaya, director of the Institute for Legal 

Policy and Social Protection, who organized the commemorations. Instead of 

responding to the radicals' actions, the police arrested the victim.
139
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In February 2020, the then Foreign Minister Vadim Pristayko declared 

that Ukraine would not celebrate Victory Day on 9 May.
140

 Earlier, during his 

visit to Poland in January 2020, Vladimir Zelenskiy had blamed the Soviet 

Union for unleashing the Second World War.
141

 

Nevertheless, on 9 May 2020, the 75th anniversary of the Victory over 

Nazi Germany, Ukrainians took to the streets to honour the memory of the Red 

Army soldiers. On that day, Ukrainian nationalists carried out a series of 

blasphemous actions. In Odessa they interrupted a motor rally, instigated fights 

and hindered celebrations of the 75th anniversary of the Victory. The radicals 

also organized marches where they carried portraits of Nazi accomplices from 

the OUN, UPA and other similar organizations, as well as symbols associated 

with the Galician Division of the SS.
142

 In Lvov, young neo-Nazis organized a 

rally on the Hill of Glory, displaying Nazi symbols and playing a recording 

stylised as a Nazi occupation announcement, while local people laid flowers at 

the graves of soldiers who had died in the war. The Ukrainian authorities failed 

to take action against any of these or similar incidents.
143

 In Kharkov, activists 

from the Freikorps
144

, the ATO Veterans Union, the Right Sector and the 

Veterans Association for the Defence of Ukraine hung banners from three 

bridges, each bearing the provocative slogan: "Дякую діду за те, що давив 

московську гниду" ("Thank you Grandad for squashing the Muscovite 

crum")
145

.  

The commemoration of the Victory Day in 2021 did not pass without 

scuffles and attacks by radicals either. Nationalists attacked a reporter from 
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video agency RT Ruptly after he had interviewed people in the street about their 

views on Victory Day in one of Ukraine's cities. In Odessa's Unknown Sailor 

Avenue, a Strana.ua cameraman accidentally filmed a fight that broke out after 

nationalists tried to wrest a portrait of Marshal Georgy Zhukov with a 

St George's ribbon from a woman's hands. Instead of arresting the the assailants, 

the police officers took the victim to the police station. Also in Odessa, police 

officers arrested a 63-year-old man who had come to Shevchenko Park wearing 

a St George's ribbon.
146

 On 10 May 2021, the press service of the Odessa 

regional police announced the initiation of criminal proceedings against a 

resident of the city who wore a cap with Soviet symbols during the Victory Day 

celebrations.  

On 9 May 2022, official Victory Day events in Kiev were cancelled due 

to martial law. However, people could come privately to the Park of Glory to 

lay flowers at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Far fewer people attended the 

events in the Park of Glory than in previous years. A 24-hour curfew was 

imposed in Odessa and Kiev-controlled Zaporozhye on 9 May, from 22:00 on 

8 May to 05:00 on 10 May.  

On 8 May 2023, Vladimir Zelenskiy signed a decree that Ukraine would 

celebrate Europe Day on 9 May instead of the Day of the Victory over Nazism 

in World War II. This decision fully changes the meaning of the Day of the 

Victory over Nazism and hampers the observance of this holiday in the country. 
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Desecration and demolition of monuments to fallen Red Army soldiers 

Concurrently with honouring Nazi collaborators and vilifying the 

memory of Red Army soldiers, the Ukrainian authorities are making efforts to 

demolish monuments to Soviet liberator soldiers. Right-wing radicals join local 

authorities in their "war" waged on monuments to Red Army soldiers and 

victims of the WWII tragic events, including the Holocaust. Until 2022, such 

instances were put on record by Ukrainian law enforcement agencies and 

entered into the unified pre-trial investigation register. However, the 

perpetrators of these blasphemous actions were never brought to justice. 

In February 2020, in Odessa, nationalists removed the memorial plaque 

with a Marshal Georgy Zhukov bas-relief from a wall of the Mechnikov Odessa 

National University's student dormitory, which, in the post-war years, housed 

the Odessa military district headquarters headed by Georgy Zhukov in 1946-

1948. It was city's last bas-relief of that great Soviet warlord, the Victory 

Marshall. "Activists" did this with the consent of the university's 

administration
147

.  

In the same month, in Odessa, vandals desecrated the monument on 

April 10 Square, commemorating the liberation of the city
148

, and in Kiev, two 

young people desecrated the Nikolai Vatutin monument in Mariinskiy Park by 

dousing it with brilliant green
149

. The monument is right on the general's grave. 

Initially, the media reported that the police opened a criminal case under 

Criminal Code of Ukraine Article 297, Part 3 (desecration of a grave, other 

burial site or dead body).
150

 However, later, when the police detained just one 
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vandal, he was charged with an offence under Criminal Code of Ukraine 

Article 296, Part 2 (vandalism by a group of individuals).
151

 

In March 2020 in the town of Nyrkov, Ternopol Oblast, unknown 

perpetrators vandalized a Soviet soldier monument by chipping off its head and 

part of an arm. Law enforcement agencies opened criminal proceedings under 

Criminal Code of Ukraine Article 297, Part 2. 

In May 2020 in Slavyansk's Shelkovichniy Park, prior to the celebration 

of a Victory anniversary, nationalists desecrated a monument by daubing the 

OUN flag colours onto the figure of a Soviet soldier against the background of 

the Banner of Victory. The monument erected on the mass burial site of soldiers 

who perished liberating Ukraine from Nazi invaders, was damaged as well.
152

  

On 19-20 May 2020, the Georgy Zhukov monument in Kharkov was 

attacked again: for two consecutive nights, unknown perpetrators poured red 

paint over it.
153

 

On 12 January 2021, in the city of Kherson, unknown individuals 

desecrated a mass grave of liberator soldiers of the Great Patriotic War. Vandals 

smashed and knocked down 17 monuments at the city's memorial cemetery. 

On 13 January 2021, in Yareski, Poltava Oblast, radicals desecrated a 

monument to Soviet soldiers who perished in the Great Patriotic War and 

damaged the pedestal of the monument with a combustible mixture. 

On 23 March 2021, in Cherkasy's Shevchenko Boulevard, nationalists 

desecrated and damaged an internationalist soldier memorial complex. 

On the night of 9 May 2021, in the towns of Novy Rozdol and Sudovaya 

Vishnya, Lvov Oblast, vandals damaged monuments to Red Army soldiers. 

By July 2021, the USSR Armed Forces Military Glory Monument was 

demolished in Lvov. The Soviet warrior and the Motherland figures were the 
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last to be dismantled. According to media reports, all parts of the monument 

were shipped to the Territory of Terror museum. The authorities plan to build a 

small park to commemorate the heroes of Ukraine on the former monument 

site.
154

 The Glory of the Soviet Armed Forces Monument was erected in the 

Lvov's Central Culture and Leisure Park in 1970. It was an ensemble of a 30-

meter stele, a massive wall with figures of Soviet army soldiers and two central 

sculptures symbolizing a soldier and the Motherland. 

On 18 August 2021, the authorities of Drogobych, Lvov Oblast, initiated 

the dismantling of the Eternal Flame memorial on the mass grave of Red Army 

soldiers who perished liberating Western Ukraine from Nazis. 

On 30 September 2021, the local authorities of Kolomiya, Ivano-

Frankovsk Oblast, demolished a monument on the mass grave of Red Army 

soldiers, whereby several tombstones with the names of the buried soldiers were 

broken. 

On 19 October 2021, nationalists desecrated and damaged the monument 

on a mass grave of Soviet soldiers in the Lodomir Cemetery's central alley in 

the town of Vladimir, Volyn Oblast. Earlier, in the same alley, vandals 

desecrated the monument on a mass grave of soldiers who perished during 

World War I.
155

 

On 22 October 2021, in Poltava, vandals smashed a memorial plaque in 

honour of Filipp Kiva, the Hero of the Soviet Union. 

On 25-27 October 2021, by decision of the Lvov City Council Executive 

Committee, the central element of the Marsovo Polye memorial burial site in 

the form of a massive copy of the Order of the Patriotic War was dismantled 

under the pretext of "renovation, renewal and redesign of the area around the 

Lychakov Military Cemetery." 
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On 2 November 2021, in the town of Dergachi, Kharkov Oblast, a 

monument to the soldiers fallen in the Great Patriotic War was desecrated and a 

granite monument to the NKVD 227th regiment soldiers who lost their lives 

during the defence of Kiev, was demolished. 

On 5 November 2021, extremists from the Future Society (C14) group 

damaged a memorial at the Soviet soldiers' burial site in the village of Zubra, 

Lvov Oblast. 

On the night of 15 March 2022, at Fontanka near Odessa, evil-doers 

destroyed a monument to NKVD soldiers who defended the city from Nazi 

invaders in 1941. 

On 11 April 2022, a T-34 Soviet tank monument was dismantled in 

Mukachevo, Transcarpathian Oblast. On the same day, in the town of Stryi, 

Lvov Oblast, a stele to the Soviet soldier was destroyed with special equipment. 

On 14 April 2022, a monument to Soviet pilots was dismantled in 

Ternopol. The monument was made in the form of a MIG-17 aircraft and 

located at the entrance to the National Renaissance Park in the Vostochniy 

residential area. 

On 16 April 2022, a monument to Hero of the Soviet Union partisan 

Nikolai Prikhodko was demolished with a tractor in the town of Zdolbunov, 

Rovno Oblast. 

On 17 April 2022, militants from the Kraken armed formation 

demolished a monument to Soviet military leader Georgy Zhukov in Kharkov. 

On 19 April 2022, in the town of Mukachevo, Transcarpathian Oblast, an 

obelisk of glory in honour of the soldiers fallen in the Great Patriotic War was 

dismantled in pursuance of an executive committee decision "On dismantling 

historical monuments and monumental art". According to local authorities, the 

remains will be reburied. 

On the same day, a Soviet Soldier monument was demolished in the town 

of Kremenets, Ternopol Oblast. 
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On 21 April 2022, Ukrainian vandals destroyed a monument to Hero of 

the Soviet Union Zoya Kosmodemyanskaya in Chernigov. On the same day, the 

Red Army Soldiers in Battle sculpture was demolished in Chernovtsy, and the 

Eternal Flame memorial was dismantled in the park of Drogobych, Lvov 

Oblast. 

On 29 April 2022, the monument on the grave of division commander 

Mikhail Bogomolov, a Civil War hero, was demolished in Rovno. Plaques with 

the names of Great Patriotic War heroes were destroyed in that city as well. 

In May 2022, a campaign was launched in the town of Dnepr 

(Dnepropetrovsk) to destroy sites related to the Soviet past. The Zhukov Square 

stele on Victory Boulevard was among the first to be knocked down. A total of 

13 monuments were demolished. 

In the same month, a monument to Soviet pilots was demolished in 

Zaporozhye's Shevchenko Boulevard. It was a pedestal-mounted La-5 fighter 

that took part in the Great Patriotic War air battles. 

On 4 May 2022, a monument to the legendary Soviet intelligence officer 

and Hero of the Soviet Union Nikolai Kuznetsov was demolished in Rovno. 

During the war years, Kuznetsov personally eliminated 11 generals and high-

ranking officials of the Nazi occupation administration. 

On 5 May 2022, Zhitomir authorities removed a T-34 tank from the 

pedestal monument in honour of the Red Army soldiers on Victory Square.
156

 

On 8 May 2022, a monument to the Soviet child hero, partisan and recon 

operative Valya Kotik was demounted in the village of Dolgoye, 

Transcarpathian Oblast. On the same day, Uzhgorod authorities decided to 

demolish the Liberator Soldier monument. 

On 9 May 2022, it became known that the Red Army Soldiers in Battle 

sculpture was destroyed by local authorities' decision in the city of Chernivtsi. 

Moreover, the Chernivtsi City Council commented on this desecration of 
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memory with the words: "Soviet trash does not belong to our beautiful city!" 

And in the city of Rovno, the monument on the grave of Red Army division 

commander Mikhail Bogomolov was demolished. Both cases of monument 

destruction were covered in the stories of Ukrainian TV channels. Later on, a 

monument to the legendary Soviet intelligence officer, Hero of the Soviet Union 

Nikolai Kuznetsov was demolished in the same city.
157

 

On 13 May 2022, a Soviet soldier monument was demounted from the 

Eternal Flame memorial complex in the town of Chervonograd, Lvov Oblast. 

On 18 May 2022, a monument to the Red Army soldiers who liberated 

that town from the Nazis was demolished in Pustomyty, Lvov Oblast. 

On 19 May 2022, the Verkhovina village council, Lvov Oblast, decided 

to demolish monuments to the Red Army soldiers in the villages of Verkhovina, 

Iltsy, Verkhniy Yasenev and Krasnik. 

On 20 May 2022, the Lvov regional administration initiated the 

demolition on its territory of all monuments to the Red Army soldiers who 

liberated the region from Nazi invaders. 

On 30 May 2022, works to dismantle three Soviet memorial sites began 

in Brovary's Victory Park, Kiev Oblast. The Soviet MiG-15 fighter, produced, 

among other places, in Ukraine, was one of these monuments. 

In May 2022, a star was dismantled from the monument to Soviet soldiers 

in Svalyava, Transcarpathian Oblast. In Zaleshchiki, Ternopol Oblast, a 

monument to Soviet tank crewmen was destroyed. In the Zbarazh district, 

Ternopol Oblast, a monument to partisans led by the legendary Sidor Kovpak 

was demolished. In the village of Iltsy, Verkhovina district, Ivano-Frankovsk 

Oblast, a Soviet soldier monument was destroyed. The local authorities of 

Borislav, Lvov Oblast, decided to dismantle the Soviet soldier monument. In 

Rakhov, Transcarpathian Oblast, vandals doused red paint over a monument to 

Red Army soldiers. A few days later, the monument was demolished. In the city 
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of Rovno, a monument to the Budyonniy cavalrymen was destroyed. In the 

village of Yasenya, Transcarpathian Oblast, a Soviet soldier monument was also 

destroyed. In the village of Kapustiany, Khmelnitskiy Oblast, Nikolai Vatutin's 

bust was dismantled. 

These processes are monitored in the Russian Federation. In May 2022, 

based on historical materials from the Central Archive of the Russian Ministry 

of Defence and its Directorate for Perpetuating the Memory of Those Who 

Perished in Defence of the Fatherland, a new historical section "Possessed by 

criminal unconsciousness" appeared on the Ministry's website.
158

 It tells about 

the battles fought for the cities of western Ukraine by the Red Army, and its 

soldiers who accomplished feats in these battles. The section also provides 

evidence of how the followers of Bandera and Nazi invaders, supported by 

authorities, have been barbarically destroying the historical memory of our 

peoples.
159

 

On 2 June 2022, a monument to the Soviet 52-K anti-aircraft gun that 

defended Odessa from Nazis during World War II and was installed in front of 

school No. 56 in Tenistaya Street, was demolished. Besides, in early June, a 

Vasiliy Chapayev monument was demolished and a Soviet order maquette was 

dismantled in the village of Mazurovo, Krivoye Ozero community, Nikolaev 

Oblast. In Naroditskaya community, Zhitomir Oblast, Soviet symbols were 

removed from plaques featuring the names of Red Army soldiers. In Karlovka, 

Poltava Oblast, a mosaic featuring a hammer and sickle was knocked down. In 

Rovno, a bust of Soviet actress Gulya Korolyova, who served as combat medic 

during the Great Patriotic War, was dismantled. In Korsun, Cherkasy Oblast, 

commemorative plaques with the names of Heroes of the Soviet Union were 

dismantled. 
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On 3 June 2022, in the city of Krivoy Rog, Dnepropetrovsk Oblast, 

vandals glued a flyer glorifying Roman Shukhevich on top of a Nikolai Vatutin 

memorial plaque. Also, the street sign on Nikolai Vatutin Street was covered 

with a piece of paper saying "Roman Shukhevich Street". 

On the same day, a monument to Red Army soldiers was dismantled in 

the city of Rovno. 

In June 2022, a Soviet soldier monument was demolished in the town of 

Buzhsk, Lvov Oblast. In Chernovtsy, vandals doused red paint over the 

monument to the liberators of Bukovina from Nazi invaders calling this an "art 

installation." In the town of Glukhov, Sumy Oblast, Soviet symbols were 

removed from the Red Army memorial. In June, monuments to the Red Army 

soldiers who lost their lives liberating Ukraine from Nazis were also demolished 

in: Rava-Russkaya, Lvov Oblast; Berezhany, Ternopol Oblast; Torgovitsa, 

Transcarpathian Oblast, Zhdeneyevskaya community, Transcarpathian Oblast; 

Shumsk, Ternopol Oblast; Borislav, Lvov Oblast; Urezh, Lvov Oblast; 

Gukalevtsy, Ternopol Oblast; Rozhnyatov, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast. Memorial 

plaques to Nikolai Gastello, Sidor Kovpak, Feodora Pushina, Pavel Rybalka and 

Ivan Sergiyenko were demounted in Kiev. 

Near the Lvov Medical University, a plaque from the monument to 

military doctors who worked during the Great Patriotic War was demounted. 

In the town of Kamenets-Podolskiy, Khmelnitskiy Oblast, a Soviet 

T-34 tank was removed from a pedestal. 

In Uzhgorod, the second memorial plaque to the Great Patriotic War 

participant and Hero of the Soviet Union Ivan Ankudinov was demounted. 

In Kropivnytskiy (former Kirovograd) a Semyon Budyonniy 

commemorative plaque was removed. 

In Privolnenskaya community, Volyn Oblast, a monument to NKVD 

officers was dismantled. 
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In the village of Podobna, Cherkasy Oblast, Nikolai Shchors' bust was 

demolished. 

In the city of Rovno, the monument to Oleko Dundic, a First World War 

and the Russian Civil War participant (Croate by origin), was dismantled. 

Earlier, vandals damaged the monument by tearing off the sculpture's head. 

Later on, the remains of Oleko Dundic were removed from city center and 

reburied at the local cemetery. 

On 10 August 2022, the Chernovtsy city council's executive committee 

decided to demount some of the Soviet monuments in city center, including the 

mass grave of Red Army generals and officers, the Warrior with a Machine Gun 

monument and the Guards Lieutenant Nikitin's T-34 tank, and to transfer them 

to Odesskaya Street.
160

  

On 19 August 2022, the Lvov city council decided to dig up and transfer 

the remains of Soviet soldiers who perished during the Great Patriotic War and 

were buried at the Marsovo Polye war memorial. 

On 19 October 2022, after a failed demolition attempt, a monument to the 

Nikolaev Oblast police officers who lost their lives in the Great Patriotic War 

battles and in line of duty was blown up in Nikolaev. 

On 3 November 2022, in Nikolaev, unidentified individuals blew up the 

Motherland obelisk in the Grieving Mother Park which is part of a mass grave 

memorial complex. 

On 9 November 2022, the Ukraine to the Libersators monument was 

demolished in Uzhgorod. The monument was on the country's cultural heritage 

list. The monument in the form of a bronze figure of a soldier with a machine 

gun and a banner was erected in 1970 in honour of the 25th anniversary of 

Victory in the Great Patriotic War.
161
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On 26 November 2022, it came to light that the T-34 tank monument, 

installed at the intersection of Svoboda and Proskurovskaya streets in 

Khmelnitskiy in 1967 to honour the military units that liberated the city from 

Nazi invaders, was dismantled. Mayor Aleksander Simchishin wrote in his 

social media account that this tank "is a unique historical exhibit and there are 

no similar artifacts in the world", so "it will be a museum exhibit that will 

remind everyone of the occupation past."
162

  

On 16 December 2022, a monument to young pioneer Volodya Dubinin, 

member of a partisan unit near Kerch during the Great Patriotic War, was 

demolished in Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk). 

On 25 December 2022, the monuments to Soviet generals of the Great 

Patriotic War Nikolai Vatutin and Alexey Zygin were daubed with red paint in 

Poltava. They were both killed in action on the territory of the Ukrainian SSR. 

In July 2023, the monument to Nikolai Vatutin was demolished. On 27 July 

2023, Verkhovnaya Rada deputy (European Solidarity party) Irina 

Gerashchenko published images in her telegram channel of the General Vatutin 

monument already laid down on a truck platform together with the poet 

Alexander Pushkin demolished monument.
163

 

In January 2023, in the city of Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk), the monument to 

Hero of the Soviet Union Alexander Matrosov was dismantled and the Soviet 

T-34 tank installed in honour of General Yefim Pushkin, defender of the city, 

was removed from the pedestal.
164

 Also demolished were a memorial sign to 

students and teachers who died during the Great Patriotic War in the city of 

Uman, Cherkasy Oblast, a monument to Zoya Kosmodemyanskaya in the city 

of Novovolynsk, Volyn Oblast, memorial plaques to Soviet soldier Vladimir  

Pachulia and Heroes of the Soviet Union Stepan Artamonov, Serafim 
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Zemlyanov in Kolomyia, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast, Marshal Georgy Zhukov 

memorial plaque in Izyum, Kharkov Oblast, bust of Hero of the Soviet Union 

Nikolai Gastello in the village of Trapovka, Odessa Oblast. At the Hill of Glory 

memorial in Uzhgorod, the image of a Soviet soldier was dismantled, and all the 

Soviet stars on concrete graves were plastered over. In the town of Mostiska, 

Lvov Oblast, it was decided to move the Soviet soldier cemetery from city 

center to the outskirts.
165

 

In February 2023, knocked down were: the bust of Hero of the Soviet 

Union General Nikolai Vatutin in the village of Getmanivka, Kharkov Oblast, 

monuments to Heroes of the Soviet Union Valery Chkalov and Nikolai 

F. Vatutin in Kiev, the Soviet star on the eternal flame in the center of 

Beregovo, Transcarpathian Oblast. 

In March 2023, disposed of were: Soviet soldier bas-reliefs and 

monuments in Turka, Medenici, Strelki, Sulyatichi, Popovka and Opory (Lvov 

Oblast), Stanishovka (Kiev Oblast), Dolina (Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast), Turya 

Paseka, Turyi Remety and Turitsa (Transcarpathian Oblast), a stained glass 

window depicting Soviet soldiers in Uzhgorod, as well as the bust of Hero of 

the Soviet Union Vasiliy Sidorov in the city of Kostopol, Rovno Oblast. 

In April 2023, dismantled or damaged were monuments to Soviet soldiers 

and officers who died during the Great Patriotic War in: Velyatino 

(Transcarpathian Oblast), Vladimir (Volyn Oblast), Voloscha, Malnov, 

Beregovoe, Krasnoe (Lvov Oblast), Nadvornaya (Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast). In 

the town of Podgaitsy, Ternopol Oblast, it was decided to exhume the bodies of 

Soviet soldiers in order to move the monuments to Hero of the Soviet Union 

Major Yakov N. Toporkov and Captain M.V. Zubkov.
166

 At the end of the same 

month, it became known about the demolition of two more monuments in 
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honour of Soviet soldiers in the Mostiska community (Lvov Oblast) – a Soviet 

soldier monument, part of the memorial complex, in the village of Malnov and a 

grieving woman figure at the Soviet soldiers cemetery in Mostiska.
167

 

In May 2023, monuments and memorial plaques that immortalized the 

feat of Soviet soldiers and people in the Great Patriotic War were demolished in 

Kharkov, Putivl (Sumy Oblast), Velikiy Khodachkov (Ternopol Oblast), in 

more than ten villages and cities of the Transcarpathian Oblast, as well as in two 

dozen settlements of the Lvov Oblast. In Svalyava, Yasinya and Dolgoye 

(Transcarpathian Oblast), it was decided to do away with memorial graves, 

exhume the remains of Red Army soldiers and transfer them to the cemetery.
168

 

On 8 May 2023, the Eternal Flame, once a symbol of eternal memory of 

the soldiers who lost their lives in the Great Patriotic War, was extinguished in 

Poltava.
169 

 

On 14 June 2023, it became known about the demolition of monuments to 

heroes of the Great Patriotic War in the villages of Shchirets, Bolotnya and 

Velikoye Kolodno, Lvov Oblast. Two monuments were demounted in the 

villages of Selets and Tysmenichany, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast. In two more 

villages of the region – Maidan and Pavlovka – references to the Great Patriotic 

War were completely erased from monuments. In each settlement of Velikiye 

Gai, Ternopil Oblast, and Velyatino, Transcarpathian Oblast, a monument was 

destroyed. Moreover, plans to demolish another monument with the reburial of 

Soviet soldiers killed in the Great Patriotic War were announced in the city of 

Rakhov, Transcarpathian Oblast.
170

 

On 21 June 2023, on the eve of the day of mourning the Nazi Germany 

attack on the Soviet Union, it became known about the destruction of 
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monuments to Red Army soldiers in the villages of Zhukov, Remezovtsy and 

Polyany, Zolochev district, Lvov Oblast.
171

 

On 23 June 2023, the Zoya Kosmodemyanskaya monument was 

demolished in Kiev; along with this, a message began to circulate on Ukrainian 

social networks that the time was ripe to demolish the monuments to writers 

Alexander Pushkin and Mikhail Bulgakov, Red Army division chief during the 

Civil War Nikolai A. Shchors, and Hero of the Soviet Union General Mikhail P. 

Kirponos.
172

 

Also, after an anniversary of the start of the Great Patriotic War, 

monuments in honour of Red Army soldiers were destroyed in Varyazh, Staroye 

Selo, Stenyatin, Peretoki and Chishki (Lvov Oblast), as well as in Ushomir 

(Zhitomir Oblast).
173

 

On 29 June 2023, two monuments to Red Army soldiers were destroyed 

in the villages of Kavskoye and Lisyatichi (Lvov Oblast). On this occasion, 

regional military administration chief Maxim Kozitskiy announced his intention 

to "make the Lvov Oblast completely free from the markers of Soviet 

propaganda".
174

 

In July 2023, about 30 monuments to Red Army soldiers were 

demolished in the Lvov Oblast alone. On 15 July, mayor of Lvov Andrey 

Sadovy announced the demolition of the Soviet liberator soldier monument in 

Vinniki.
175

 On 16 July, the monument to Red Army soldiers was demolished in 

the village of Podorozhny (Stryi district)
176

. On 17 July, monuments were 

destroyed in the settlements of Buyanov, Lipovtsy, Lopushanka, Pomoryany,
177
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as well as in Zavodskkoye and Podgaichiki.
178 

On 19 July, memorials to Red 

Army soldiers were destroyed in the settlements of Velikiy Lyuben, Gliniany, 

Kutische, Mikhailevichi and Palikorovy.
179 

On 20 July, monuments to Red 

Army soldiers in the settlements of Krinitsa, Solonskoe and Fusov were 

destroyed.
180

 On 21 July, news appeared on the Internet about the demolition of 

monuments to Soviet soldiers in 9 more settlements in the region (Brody, 

Orekhovchik, Podkamen, Ponikovitsa, Rudniki, Semiginov, Skelevka, 

Sukhovolya and Yazlovchik).
181

 On 25 July, two monuments to Red Army 

soldiers in the settlements of Pogortsy and Susolov (Lvov Oblast) were 

destroyed and taken away piece by piece.
182

 

The process of destroying monuments in honour of Soviet soldiers who 

liberated Ukraine from Nazism is very active in the Lvov Oblast. In July 2023, 

Deputy Head of the Lvov regional administration Andrey Godik reported that 

about 100 Soviet-era monuments had been dismantled in the region within six 

months as part of "decommunization".
183

 

In August 2023, the USSR coat of arms was removed from the shield of 

Motherland monument installed in 1981 on the territory of the Kiev's National 

Museum of History of the 1941-1945 Great Patriotic War. A Ukrainian trident 

was installed in its place.
184

  

Moreover, there is information about monuments to Red Army soldiers 

destroyed in the same month in the settlements of Zaborye, Oglyadov, Pavlov, 

Rechki, Staroye Selo, Mezhirechye and town of Chervonograd,
185 

Grushatichi 

and Mizhenets, Baluchin, Nizy, Domashev and Spas,
186

 Dolinyany and Ugry 

                                                           
178

 https://iz.ru/1545688/2023-07-18/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-za-sutki-snesli-dva-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam 
179

 https://iz.ru/1546803/2023-07-20/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-za-sutki-demontirovali-piat-pamiatnikov-sovetskim-

soldatam 
180

 https://iz.ru/1547327/2023-07-21/tri-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam-demontirovali-za-sutki-vo-lvovskoi-

oblasti 
181

 https://iz.ru/1547881/2023-07-22/deviat-pamiatnikov-demontirovali-za-sutki-vo-lvovskoi-oblasti 
182

 https://iz.ru/1549481/2023-07-25/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-demontirovali-dva-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam 
183

 https://www.ntv.ru/novosti/2777954/ 
184

 https://ria.ru/20230806/ukraina-1888424397.html 
185

 https://iz.ru/1564574/2023-08-25/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-snesli-piat-pamiatnikov-sovetskim-soldatam 
186

 https://iz.ru/1560197/2023-08-17/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-demontirovali-dva-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam 

https://iz.ru/1545688/2023-07-18/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-za-sutki-snesli-dva-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam
https://iz.ru/1546803/2023-07-20/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-za-sutki-demontirovali-piat-pamiatnikov-sovetskim-soldatam
https://iz.ru/1546803/2023-07-20/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-za-sutki-demontirovali-piat-pamiatnikov-sovetskim-soldatam
https://iz.ru/1547327/2023-07-21/tri-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam-demontirovali-za-sutki-vo-lvovskoi-oblasti
https://iz.ru/1547327/2023-07-21/tri-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam-demontirovali-za-sutki-vo-lvovskoi-oblasti
https://iz.ru/1547881/2023-07-22/deviat-pamiatnikov-demontirovali-za-sutki-vo-lvovskoi-oblasti
https://iz.ru/1549481/2023-07-25/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-demontirovali-dva-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam
https://www.ntv.ru/novosti/2777954/
https://ria.ru/20230806/ukraina-1888424397.html
https://iz.ru/1564574/2023-08-25/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-snesli-piat-pamiatnikov-sovetskim-soldatam
https://iz.ru/1560197/2023-08-17/vo-lvovskoi-oblasti-demontirovali-dva-pamiatnika-sovetskim-soldatam


87 

(Lvov Oblast only), as well as the Motherland monument in the settlement of 

Vorokhta (Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast).
187

 

On 29 August 2023, it became known that a monument erected in the 

Chernovtsi's Taras Shevchenko park to honour Heroes of the Soviet Union 

Major General Fyodor Bobrov and Colonel Lavrenty Voloshin, as well as other 

Red Army officers, was demolished by decision of the city authorities. The 

burials were removed. The decision to rebury the remains of Soviet military 

personnel and demolish the monument was made back in April 2023. According 

to mayor Roman Klichuk, this was the regional center's last Soviet 

monument.
188

 

On 6 September 2023, information appeared about the destruction of 

monuments to Soviet soldiers in the settlements of Dobrosin, Velikiy Lyuben, 

Magerov and Koropuzh, Lvov Oblast.
189

 

On 26 October 2023, a monument to Soviet general, Hero of the Soviet 

Union Mikhail P. Kirponos who commanded the defence of Kiev from Nazi 

invaders in 1941, was dismounted in that city.
190

 

In early November 2023, the bodies of Soviet soldiers, partisans and 

underground fighters were exhumed in the village of Svalyava, Transcarpathian 

Oblast, as part of the destruction of the Monument to the Fallen Liberator 

Soldiers memorial complex.
191

 

On 9 and 14 November 2023, Right Sector of the Carpathian Oblast 

members demolished Soviet soldier monuments in the villages of Sredniy 

Berezov and Tekucha, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast.
192
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On 9 December 2023, a monument to Nikolai A. Shchors, commander of 

the Ukrainian Red Guard rebel formations, Red Army division chief during the 

Civil War, was demolished in Kiev.
193

 

On 14 December 2023, a 7-meter monument to Soviet soldiers who 

fought in the Great Patriotic War was dismantled in the village of Pererosl, 

Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast. It also contained the names of people who died in the 

fight against UPA nationalists.
194

 

On 16 December 2023, information was made public about the 

destruction of the monument in honour of the crew of Soviet armoured train 

"Tarashchanets" in the Darnitskiy district of Kiev. This monument was located 

at the burial site of the crew who defended Darnitsa railway junction from 

White Army soldiers during the Civil War. The first monument was erected 

back in 1939, but the Nazis destroyed it during the 1941-1943 occupation of 

Kiev. The new monument was erected in 1974.
195

 

On 29 December, 2023, it became known about the destruction of two 

monuments to Soviet soldiers in the villages of Zarechovo and Simerki, 

Perechyn city community, Uzhgorod district, Transcarpathian Oblast.
196

 

On 30 January 2024, Lvov regional military administration chief Maxim 

Kozitskiy reported on his Telegram account that local authorities destroyed all 

monuments to soldiers who fought against Nazism in that region, where 312 

such structures were demolished in 2023 alone. 

On 19 February 2024, information appeared about the planned 

dismantling of the monument to the Soviet soldier in the village of Golgocha, 

Ternopol Oblast.
197
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At the same time, there are certain examples when residents of Ukrainian 

settlements refuse to demolish Soviet monuments. This happens most often in 

rural areas. Monuments are often erected there on mass graves where soldiers 

who died for this particular village are buried. Often among them are local 

conscripts mobilized in 1943-1944 and partisans. Their relatives still live in the 

same village. For example, a similar incident occurred in the village of Smykov 

on 12 December 2023, when equipment was brought into the village to 

demolish the monument to Red Army soldiers. But the village headman, whose 

father is buried there, did not allow this to be done, protecting the monument to 

Soviet soldiers with his body.
198

 

On 22 April 2023, residents of the village of Lisichevo, Transcarpathian 

Oblast, refused to demolish the monument to Soviet soldiers who perished 

during the Great Patriotic War. They declared that the monument was dedicated 

to their fallen fellow villagers, and not "an abstract Soviet soldier," therefore 

demolition of the monument devalued their feat during the war years and their 

very lives.
199

 

There are also cases where, a monument was demolished long ago 

according to documents, but in fact it still stands. Among such examples are 

three monuments in the Chervonograd district of the Lvov Oblast.
200

 

Thus, on 1 December 2023, the media reported that residents of the 

villages of Kinashev and Zagorye-Kukolnitskoye, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast, 

refused to dismantle monuments to Soviet soldiers. At a meeting villagers spoke 

out against demolition of the monuments. It was noted that the names of OUN 

and UPA victims were indicated on the monuments, but the inscription "Died at 

the hands of Ukrainian bourgeois nationalists" was daubed over.
201
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Decommunisation and derussification 

 The memorials to Red Army soldiers who fought Nazi and Ukrainian 

nationalists as well as the monuments to the representatives of the Russian 

culture and other outstanding figures of the Russian Empire were exposed to a 

blow of the Ukrainian radicals.  

 It should be noted that they did not start to fight against monuments in 

Ukraine after the coup of 2014 when the most acute, apart from the current one, 

and the most active stage of this "fight" began. As far as in 1990s, they got 

down to dismantling monuments to Vladimir Lenin. Within the first decade 

after the dissolution of the USSR, over 2,000 of such monuments were 

destroyed in Ukraine, and primarily in Western Ukraine. Later, at the cusp of 

1990-2000s, over 600 monuments to Lenin were dismantled in its Western and 

Central regions and over 600 monuments between 2005 and 2008, in central 

regions of the country. The next wave of dismantlement between 2013 and 2014 

started from the so-called Euromaidan activists' attack on the monument to 

Lenin in the Bessarabian square. A total of 552 monuments were destroyed.
202

  

 A new wave of monument dismantlement followed the start, on 15 May 

2015, by then-President Poroshenko of decommunisation, which provided for 

dismantling all communist-era monuments with the exception of monuments 

dedicated to the Great Patriotic War. In less than two years, on 16 January 2017, 

the Ukrainian Institute of National Remembrance (UINR) announced the 

dismantlement of 1,320 monuments to Lenin.  

 Apart from the monument dismantlement, the Kiev-conducted 

decommunisation implied from the very beginning the renaming of settlements 

and streets as well as removal of memorial plaques and images connected with 

the Soviet past.  
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 According to official data, within six years (between 2015 and 2021), 

52,000 geographic names and 987 settlements were changed or renamed and 

over 2,500 Soviet-era monuments were dismantled.  

 Two regional centers received, inter alia, new names. Dnepropetrovsk 

turned into Dnepr, although surveys testified that 90 per cent of the city 

residents stood against renaming. Another "communist" regional center, 

Kirovograd, was named after play writer Mark Kropivnitskiy who 

"distinguished himself" by refusing to translate his works into Russian. In this 

case, the majority of the city residents, i.e. 70 per cent, stood against its 

renaming. The deputies of the opposition parties tried to dispute this decision 

but on 25 January 2021 the court refused to consider this complaint.
203

  

 The geographic names more often change their titles to be called after 

Nazi collaborators and Holocaust participants as well as terrorists. Thus, in 

November 2019, The Kiev City Council renamed two streets to call them after 

Nazi accomplices, i.e. Ivan Pavlenko, commander of the 109th battalion of the 

SS auxiliary police, and Nil Khasevich, active OUN participant, organizer and 

participant of the mass murders of Jews, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, including 

women and children, in the cities of Belaya Tserkov, Vinnitsa, Zhitomir as well 

as on the territory of Belarus. Eduard Dolinskiy, head of the Ukrainian Jewish 

Committee, expressed his disdain over these blasphemous actions.
204

 At the end 

of October 2019, Kiev City Council also decided to rename a street to call it 

after Amina Okuyeva, sniper and spokeswoman of the "Dzhokhar Dudayev 

Battalion", an armed formation that fought in the Donbass on the side of 

Ukrainian security forces.
205

  

 In February 2021, it was reported that the Kiev City Council filed an 

appeal against the ruling of the District Administrative Court of Kiev to revert 

the Kiev city government's decision to rename Moskovskiy Prospect into Stepan 
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Bandera Prospect and General Vatutin Prospect into Roman Shukhevich 

Prospect.
206

 In April 2021, the Sixth Administrative Court of Appeal upheld the 

renaming.
207

  

 Therefore, as far as in 2021, the Kiev Municipal authorities put efforts to 

rename some streets in the city to call them after Nazi accomplices. As it was 

mentioned above, the General Vatutin Prospect was renamed to Roman 

Shukhevich Prospect, Moskovskiy Prospect to Stepan Bandera Prospect, 

Druzhby Narodov Boulevard in Kiev to Boulevard of Nikolai Mikhnovskiy 

(one of the major Ukrainian nationalism ideologists, author of the chauvinistic 

slogan "Ukraine for Ukrainians!") and the street named after Marshall 

Malinovskiy received the name of the modern Ukrainian neo-Nazi militarized 

unit, i.e. the Heroes of the Azov Regiment.  

 In late May 2021, the UINR compiled a list of 26 sites in Kiev that had 

not been decommunised. It included the coat of arms of the USSR on the shield 

of the Mother Russia Monument, the equestrian monument to Nikolai Shchors 

on Shevchenko Boulevard, the sculptures of workers under the People's 

Friendship Arch and the bust of Lenin in the Teatralnaya metro station.
208

 As of 

December 2023, the sculpture of the workers had been dismantled; the USSR 

coat of arms on the shield of the Mother Russia Monument was replaced by the 

Ukrainian trident and the monument to Nikolai Shchors was removed.  

 By early 2022, more than 2,500 monuments were destroyed in Ukraine 

while over 900 settlements and about 50,000 streets changed their names.
209

  

 A new wave of renaming was launched by the Verkhovnaya Rada in 

2022, when it began hearings of a draft law prohibiting all geographic names in 

Ukraine that were associated with Russia, its history and its outstanding 

citizens. On 29 December 2022, the UINR and the Culture Ministry reported 
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that 7,652 names throughout Ukraine had been renamed over the past year 

within the framework of the derussification (decolonisation) campaign.
210

  

 In Kiev only, the names of 237 streets, squares, prospects and boulevards 

were changed during 2022.
211

  

 In early January 2023, the Ukrainian authorities continued their 

derussification campaign and introduced a corresponding draft law to 

Verkhovnaya Rada to legalize combatting with "hundreds of streets named after 

Pushkin" and to "minimize the influence of Russian narratives". It was 

announced on 4 January by Minister of Culture Aleksander Tkachenko. 

According to the document, the Ukrainian authorities will be allowed to 

promptly rename the streets bearing Russian names as well as remove 

monuments to Russian celebrities.
212

  

 On 27 July 2023, this law, as adopted by the Verkhovnaya Rada on 

21 March 2023 under the title "On Condemnation and Prohibition of 

Propaganda of Russian Imperial Policy in Ukraine and Decolonization of 

Toponymy", entered into force.  

 Within six months since that date, before 27 January 2024, public 

authorities and military administrations were to clean the public space from the 

"symbols of the Russian world", i.e. to dismantle monuments and memorial 

signs, rename streets and other sites. Failure to do this will lead to the transfer 

of their powers to the regional military administrations by 27 July 2024.  

 On 3 August 2023, the UINR published its first list consisting of 

183 settlements to be renamed pursuant to the adopted legislation.  

 According to the interim results of the "decolonization" published by 

certain Ukrainian regions in late January 2024, in the Poltava Oblast, 
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2,028 geographic sites had changed their names since 2022, and 772 more were 

waiting for renaming.
213

  

 Activists note that the full-scale war conducted by the Ukrainian 

authorities against public symbols, memorials and names associated with 

Russia, October revolution, Soviet history and left ideology requires huge 

amounts of money. For example, Maxim Goldarb, head of the Union of Left 

Forces – For a New Socialism Ukrainian party, told that one plaque with a new 

street name for one building cost 1,000 hryvnias (equals to approximately 

25 euro). Multiplied by tens (or sometimes hundreds) of houses on one street, 

the outcome price for only one street appears to be quite significant. 

Correspondingly, the price goes up taking into account tens of thousands of 

streets renamed throughout the country plus more than 1,000 renamed cities and 

villages. Besides, there are other components of the costs. For example, the 

need to replace documents, seals and stamps as well as entry plaques in all 

institutions and enterprises. New name plaques and signs on the roads, at the 

entry points to settlements and on the highways all over Ukraine are needed. In 

addition, many institutions located in a renamed settlement and everywhere 

beyond in the country are to be provided with new maps and atlases. The 

overall current name-changing and monument dismantlement campaign in the 

country as a whole has been worth of over 1 billion euro at a conservative 

estimate.
214

  

 There are well known cases when residents and authorities in certain 

settlements stood against dismantling monuments and renaming streets 

associated with Russia or USSR. For example, in late February 2023, the 

authorities of the city of Kamenskiy, Dnepropetrovsk Oblast, the place of birth 

of General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

Leonid Brezhnev, said that they refused to remove the monument installed in 
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his honour. Referring to the lack of funds and complicated situation in the 

country, the authorities said that the issue of dismantling of the bust of 

Brezhnev would be considered after the normalization of the situation.
215

 

However, later, on 27 July 2023, the monument was dismantled.
216

  

 According to deputy head of the agricultural cooperative society (the 

village of Letava, Khmelnitskiy Oblast) Cherniy, when Maidan started in Kiev, 

some strangers arrived to the village. They demanded to get rid of the Lenin 

Monument that was in the village center. Local residents used the crane to 

carefully dismantle the monument and bring it to the grain storage facility, and 

by 1 May, when everything settled down, they brought it back.
217

  

 The sculptural images of political figures and religious symbols were not 

the only objects of Kiev's attacks. The monument to Vladimir the Great who 

converted Kievan Rus to Christianity was desecrated and damaged in Kiev, not 

far from Pochtovaya square, on 25 May 2014. The perpetrators were not found. 

In March 2017, the oldest sculptural monument to this personality erected 

in 1853 was also exposed to attacks in Kiev. Some strangers spilled red paint 

over the figure of Prince Vladimir.
218

  

 A new trend in the battle against "the Russian past" in 2022 was a 

personal war against great Russian poet Alexander Pushkin, because Russian 

literature allegedly promoted imperial ideas and Pushkin himself in his poem 

Poltava gave a negative picture of hetman Ivan Mazepa, who betrayed Peter the 

Great and defected to the Swedes. By late 2022, about 30 monuments to the 

Russian poet were dismantled across Ukraine for 11 preceding months only.
219

 

In certain cases, the situation got totally absurd. In the village of Pushkino, 
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Trancarpathian Oblast, having destroyed the monument to the great poet, the 

local authorities got down to considering the renaming of the settlement.
220

  

 On 3 February 2022, a monument to Russian military leader 

Alexander Suvorov was removed in Poltava. The alleged reason was the 

monument being "not a historical, artistic, cultural, architectural, urban, 

scientific or technological landmark" and bearing "elements of Soviet 

propaganda".  

 Initially, the monument was erected in the Kiev Suvorov Military School 

(renamed as the Ivan Bogun Military High School in 1992). In January 2019, 

the monument was dismantled at the initiative of the school's director supported 

by Deputy Prime Minister Vyacheslav Kirilenko and Director of the UINR 

Vladimir Vyatrovich. The monument was later moved to the Poltava Museum 

of Long-Range and Strategic Aviation, a branch of the National Museum of 

Military History of Ukraine.  

 On 7 April 2022, a bust of Alexander Pushkin was dismantled in 

Mukachevo, Trancarpathian Oblast, and a memorial plaque was removed from 

the school named after the poet. The decision to do this was taken by the local 

authorities.  

 On 9 April 2022, a monument to Pushkin was dismantled in Ternopol. 

City mayor Sergei Nadal explained the decision by saying that "everything that 

is Russian must be dismantled, including this monument to the Russian poet".  

 On 10 April 2022, a monument to the Russian poet was dismantled in 

Uzhgorod by decision of the city authorities.  

 On 29 April 2022, a monument to writer Maxim Gorkiy was dismantled 

in the Central Park named after Nikolai Leontovich in Vinnitsa.  
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 On 30 April 2022, the government of Cherkassy decided to burn the 

inscription on the reunification of Ukraine and Russia, which stayed for years 

on the monument to Bogdan Khmelnitskiy.  

 The same day, the 119th Territorial Defence Brigade destroyed a 

monument to Pushkin in Chernigov that had been standing there in one of the 

city parks for 121 years.  

 On 1 May 2022, it was reported that the monument to the Sumy hussars 

who did not please the Ukrainian radicals was destroyed in Sumy only because 

the hussars served in the Russian Imperial Army.  

 The same day, a Glory to Russian Weapons plaque was removed from a 

monument in Odessa that was unveiled in 1904. The plaque was on the gun that 

had been captured from a British warship during the Crimean War of 1853-1856. 

 On 7 May 2022, vandals overturned a Soviet-era monument to 

Komsomol members in Korosten, Zhitomir Oblast, which had been renamed as 

Monument to the 20th Century Young People of Korosten.  

 On 10 May 2022, a monument to Komsomol members (a young man and 

a young woman planting a tree) was dismantled in the Cathedral Square in 

Dnepr (former Dnepropetrovsk). The inscription on the monument said, 

"Legends will tell what we were like".  

 On 11 May 2022, in the Chernigov Oblast, it was decided to dismantle 

the Three Sisters monument that was unveiled at the junction of the Chernigov, 

Gomel and Bryansk Oblasts in August 1975 to commemorate friendship 

between Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. The monument was taken off the state 

register by order of the Ministry of Culture and Informational Policy of Ukraine 

as of 30 June 2023 to be released from any obstacles on the way to its 

dismantlement.  

 On 16 May 2022, a bust of Maxim Gorkiy was dismantled in the village 

of Leventsovka, Poltava Oblast. It was moved to the Soviet-era Park in Putivl. 

The Maxim Gorkiy Museum in Manuilovka was temporarily closed by decision 
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of the executive committee of the Kozelshchina Town Council, Kremenchug 

District.  

 In mid-May 2022, it was reported that a monument to Maxim Gorkiy was 

also dismantled in Kegichevka, Kharkov Oblast. Besides, a monument to 

Russian Prince Alexander Nevskiy, which stood near an Orthodox Church 

named after this saint, revered in the Orthodox world, was removed in Kharkov. 

 On 19 May 2022, the authorities of Pereyaslavl, Kiev Oblast, decided to 

dismantle the monument to Ukraine's reunification with Russia.  

 On 21 May 2022, the monument to Pushkin was removed from its base in 

a garden park at the junction of Pushkinskaya and Naberezhnaya streets in 

Nikolaev.  

 In late May 2022, the school named after Gorkiy and Dnepropetrovskoye 

Highway were renamed in Aleksandriya, Kirovograd Oblast. The issue of 

dismantling the bust of Gorkiy was also raised. A monument to the writer was 

also removed in the village of Golozubentsy, Khmelnitskiy Oblast. A bust of 

Soviet statesman Nikolai Podgorniy, who was born in the Poltava area, was 

dismantled in Karlovka, Poltava Oblast. A monument and memorial plaques to 

famous Soviet physician Nikolai Semashko were removed in Dnepr 

(Dnepropetrovsk).  

 In the same period, a number of memorial sites were vandalised. The 

vandals sprayed paint on a bust of Yevdokim Shcherbinin, head of the Sloboda 

Ukraine Governorate, in Kharkov. On 29 May, red paint was splashed on a 

monument to Alexander Suvorov in Izmail, Odessa Oblast.  

 The remaining monuments to the world communist leaders fell also prey 

to the war on the Russian and Soviet legacy in Ukraine. For example, in late 

May 2022, a bust of Karl Marx, whose classic works are still included in the 

curricula of many universities around the world, was dismantled in Khotin, 

Chernovtsy Oblast.  
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 On 2 May 2022, members of the territorial defence unit demolished a 

monument to Pushkin in Chernigov.  

 On 18 May 2022, the main local tourist attraction, i.e. the monument to 

Maxim Gorkiy, was demolished in the village of Kegiuchevka, in the south of 

Kharkov Oblast.
221

  

 On 3 June 2022, a memorial plaque to Leo Tolstoy was dismantled in 

Kiev.  

 In June 2022, the Khmelnitskiy Oblast Council decided to remove a 

monument to writer Nikolai Ostrovskiy in the village of Shepetovka.  

 On 29 June 2022, a monument to Nikolai Ostrovskiy was dismantled in 

the village of Boyarka, Kiev Oblast.  

 On 13 August 2022, an excavator was used to destroy and remove a 

monument to Maxim Gorkiy in Aleksandriya, Kirovograd Oblast.  

 On 15 August 2022, a memorial plaque to Russian writer Mikhail 

Bulgakov, who was born in Kiev, was removed from the front side of the 

building of Taras Shevchenko University in Kiev.  

 On 11 October 2022, the oldest monument to Pushkin, which was 

unveiled in front of the building of the National Transport University in 1899, 

was dismantled.  

 On 30 October 2022, offensive inscriptions and calls to the city mayor 

Gennady Trukhanov for dismantling a monument to Empress Catherine II were 

made in Odessa. On 2 November 2022, offenders placed a red sack over the 

monument, a rope with a noose was woven around the sculpture's arm, and the 

pedestal was sprayed with red paint.  

 On 7 November 2022, unidentified vandals put a noose on a monument to 

Alexander Suvorov in Odessa. On 8 November 2022, the word "Next" in 

Ukrainian was put on the monument.  
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 On 10 November 2022, sacks with sand were placed around the 

monument to Nikolai Gogol in Kharkov. The bust of Alexander Pushkin was 

dismantled in the Poetry Square in the city some time before that. It was also 

surrounded with sacks with sand first and then removed.
222

  

 On 10 November 2022, some strangers put inscriptions all over sculpture 

of Alexander Pushkin standing on the similarly-named street in Odessa. The 

word "Out" in Ukrainian was put on all sides of the monument.
223

  

 On 11 November 2022, a monument to Alexander Pushkin, which was 

unveiled in the late 19th century, was dismantled in the center of Zhitomir. 

Head of the city administration Sergei Sukhomlin said the monument could be 

moved to a museum or proposed to Russia in exchange for Ukrainian prisoners 

of war.
224

  

 It was reported the same day that the busts of writer Maxim Gorkiy, 

scientist Dmitriy Mendeleyev, poet Alexander Pushkin and scientist Mikhail 

Lomonosov were boarded up in Universitet metro station in Kiev (there were a 

total of eight busts of outstanding scientists and cultural figures installed on the 

pylons of the central hall of the station opened in 1960). The Kiev National 

University named after Taras Shevchenko is located nearby.
225

  

 On 13 November 2022, a bust of Maxim Gorkiy was dismantled in the 

Gorkiy Spa Resort in Odessa. The corresponding decision was taken by the 

Resort's administration.
226

  

 On 17 November 2022, a monument to Alexander Pushkin was 

dismantled in Chernovtsy. The city administration posted this "novelty" in a 

tone of ridicule in its social media account as follows, "[d]id you know that 

there used to be two monuments to 'great Russian poet Pushkin' in Chernovtsy? 
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There exactly used to be as far as one has been already dismantled. As for the 

second one, this is the matter of time".
227

  

 On 18 November 2022, a monument to Pushkin was desecrated again in 

Odessa. A yellow sack was put on the head of the bronze statue and swathed in 

tape, the inscriptions were painted on the body, and the word "occupier" was put 

at the pedestal of the monument.
228

  

 On 21 November 2022, a bust of Alexander Pushkin was demolished in 

Kremenchug. The local newspaper Kremenchugskaya Gazeta reported that the 

monument would be moved to a museum.
229

  

 On 25 November 2022, inscriptions in black and white were made on the 

monument to Pushkin in the Berezovaya Garden Square in Poltava. Head of the 

Poltava City Council Alexander Mamai announced after a Council's meeting 

that the inscriptions would be washed off.
230

  

 On 29 November 2022 in Nikolaev, a memorial plaque in honour of 

Alexander Pushkin was removed, as Yuriy Lyubarov, head of the Department 

for Culture and Cultural Heritage Protection of Nikolaev City Council, reported 

on his social network profile.
231

  

 On 30 November 2022, the Odessa City Council decided to dismantle 

monuments to Empress Catherine II and Russian military commander 

Alexander Suvorov.
232

  

 It is notable that a call for saving the monument to the Russian Empress 

Catherine II was made by proactive citizens of Italy. A petition for saving the 

monument was posted on change.org by its author, journalist Marco Baratto, 

who believed that the monument was to be saved. The journalist called 

Catherine II one of the most important women of the Age of Enlightenment and 
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proposed moving this monument to Milan or Naples instead of dismantling it, 

as far as these cities harboured many followers of the culture of the Age of 

Enlightenment.
233

  

 On 30 November 2022, a monument to Pushkin was dismantled in 

Ananyev, Odessa Oblast.
234

  

 On 1 December 2022, a monument to Alexander Suvorov, which was 

designed in the beginning of 20th century to commemorate the 

120th anniversary of the conquest of the fortress of Izmail by the Russian forces 

under the command of this great military chief, was dismantled in Izmail, 

Odessa Oblast, and moved from the central avenue to the Suvorov Museum.  

 The same day, a monument to Soviet writer Nikolai Ostrovskiy was 

dismantled in Shepetovka, Khmelnitskiy Oblast.  

 On 6 December 2022, when the Supreme Court of Ukraine ruled that the 

symbols of Waffen-SS Galicia Division were not Nazi symbols, Mayor of 

Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk) Boris Filatov (famous for his "we'll hang them later" 

formula) announced the decision to dismantle monuments to Alexander 

Pushkin, Mikhail Lomonosov and Maxim Gorkiy.
235

  

 On 10 December 2022, monuments to Alexander Pushkin and Alexander 

Suvorov were dismantled in Tulchin, Vinnitsa Oblast. They were planned to be 

sold as scrap metal for the proceeds to be sent to the Armed Forces of Ukraine.  

 In December 2022, there were regular cases of "fights" against 

monuments to Pushkin all over the country. On 23 December in Chernovtsy, the 

last monument to the poet was demolished in the city. The first one was 

destroyed as far as in November 2022.
236

 On 27 December in that city, the bust 

of Pushkin was removed from the front side of the building of Chernovtsy 
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Music and Drama Theatre.
237

 On 30 December in Kramatorsk, the Monument to 

Pushkin located in the city park was dismantled. Nothing but the stand was 

left.
238

 On 31 December in Kiev, vandals sprayed paint over the Ukraine's 

biggest monument to the great poet in Pushkin Park in Shulyavka District. The 

sculptures were covered with inscriptions as follows, "dismantle it", "monument 

to cultural expansion" and "executioner".
239

  

 On 29 December 2022, the monument to Suvorov and the Monument to 

the Founders of Odessa, also known as monument to Empress Catherine II of 

Russia and her companions was dismantled in Odessa.  

 In the night of 5 January 2023 in Nikolaev, the monument to Alexander 

Suvorov, installed in 2010 near the faculty of military training of Nikolaev 

National University named after Vasiliy Sukhomlinskiy on the occasion of the 

280th birthday anniversary of the outstanding military commander, was 

demolished. The monument was decorated with a gilded cannon and 

cannonballs.
240

  

 On 3 January 2023, busts of Alexander Suvorov in the village of 

Podvornoye, Chernovtsy Oblast, and in the village of Grushka, Khmelnitskiy 

Oblast, were demolished.  

 On 4 January 2023 in Kharkov, the monument to Nikolai Ostrovskiy was 

dismantled. Vandals put the word "executioner" in Ukrainian not long before its 

dismantlement.
241

  

 On 5 January 2023 in Nikolaev, the monument to Alexander Suvorov was 

dismantled.
242

 Another five monuments to this great Russian military 

commander were demolished in January 2023 in Odessa Oblast.  
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 On 6 January 2023 in the city of Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk), the monument 

to great Russian scientist Mikhail Lomonosov on the prospect of Dmitriy 

Yavornitskiy was dismantled.
243

  

 On 11 January 2023, the monument to Alexander Suvorov in the village 

of Davydov, Kherson Oblast, was dismantled.  

 On 13 January 2023, the monument to Alexander Suvorov was 

dismantled in the village of Suvorovo, Odessa Oblast. The village itself was 

also renamed "based on the results of an electronic survey of residents".  

 On 16 January 2023, the bust of Alexander Pushkin near School No. 76 in 

Zaporozhye was demolished.
244

  

 On 20 January 2023, the monument to Alexander Suvorov was 

dismantled in the village of Trapovka, Odessa Oblast.  

 On 24 January 2023, the monument to Alexander Suvorov was 

dismantled in the village of Oksamitnoe, Odessa Oblast.  

 On 25 January 2023, the monument to Alexander Suvorov was 

dismantled in the village of Lyubopol, Odessa Oblast.  

 On 14 February 2023, the last monument to Alexander Suvorov in 

Odessa Oblast was dismantled in the village of Petrovka, Belgorod-Dnestrovsky 

district.
245

 Another three monuments to the great military commander were 

demolished in February 2023 in Vinnitsa Oblast, and one in each of Chernovsty, 

Khmelnitskiy, Kirovograd and Dnepropetrovsk Oblasts.  

 On 8 February 2023 in Kiev, the monument to pilot Valery Chkalov was 

dismantled.
246

  

 On 17 February 2023, the monument to Alexander Pushkin was 

demolished in the village of Belenchenovka, Poltava Oblast.
247

  

                                                           
243

 https://lenta.ru/articles/2023/01/19/pamyatniki_ua/  
244

 https://www.061.ua/news/3531409/v-zaporizzi-demontuvali-bust-puskinu-so-znahodivsa-na-teritorii-skoli  
245

 https://tass.ru/obschestvo/17047603  
246

 https://focus.ua/ukraine/549039-v-kieve-snesli-pamyatnik-sovetskomu-letchiku-chkalovu-foto-video  
247

 https://kolo.news/category/suspilstvo/34139  

https://lenta.ru/articles/2023/01/19/pamyatniki_ua/
https://www.061.ua/news/3531409/v-zaporizzi-demontuvali-bust-puskinu-so-znahodivsa-na-teritorii-skoli
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/17047603
https://focus.ua/ukraine/549039-v-kieve-snesli-pamyatnik-sovetskomu-letchiku-chkalovu-foto-video
https://kolo.news/category/suspilstvo/34139


105 

 On 24 February 2023 in Kiev, the memorial plaque in honour of Mikhail 

Lomonosov was removed from the wall of Kiev-Mogilyansk Academy.
248

  

 On 1 March 2023 in the village of Vesely Podol, Poltava Oblast, the 

monument to outstanding Russian biologist and plant breeder Ivan Michurin 

was demolished.
249

  

 In March 2023 in Kiev, the monument to cosmonaut Yuriy Gagarin was 

dismantled.
250

  

 On 17 March 2023 in the village of Serednyaki, Poltava Oblast, the 

monument to Maxim Gorkiy was demolished upon the initiative of the local 

UINR office.
251

  

 On 27 March 2023, a memorial plaque in honour of Alexander Suvorov 

was destroyed in Odessa.
252

  

 On 29 March 2023, in the city of Kalush, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast, the 

bust to Russian encyclopaedist scientist, who discovered the periodic law of 

chemical elements, Dmitriy Mendeleyev was demolished.
253

  

 In May 2023, the monument to Alexander Pushkin was dismantled in the 

village of Olgopol, Vinnitsa Oblast.  

 On 8 May 2023 in Nikolaev, the monument to the city founder Prince 

Grigory Potemkin was dismantled.
254

  

 On 16 May 2023 in Poltava Oblast, two busts of Maxim Gorkiy were 

dismantled.  

On 25 May, 2023, a monument to the fighters for Soviet power was 

demolished in the village of Svyatylivka, Poltava Oblast. The demolition was 

initiated by the Poltava branch of the Ukrainian Institute of National Memory.
255

 

                                                           
248

 https://censor.net/ru/p3402147  
249

 https://kolo.news/category/suspilstvo/34229  
250

 https://tvoemisto.tv/news/u_kyievi_demontuvaly_pamyatnyk_yuriyu_gagarinu_150691.html 
251

 https://web.archive.org/web/20230331164131/https://irt.pl.ua/news/29112/  
252

 https://dumskaya.net/news/v-odesse-demontirovali-memorialnuyu-dosku-suvoro-174206/ua/  
253

 https://kl.informator.ua/2023/03/30/u-kalushi-demontuvaly-pamyatnyk-mendelyeyevu/  
254

 https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3706328-u-mikolaevi-demontuvali-pamatnik-potomkinu.html  
255

 https://iz.ru/1518156/2023-05-25/v-poltavskoi-oblasti-demontirovali-pamiatnik-bortcam-za-sovetskuiu-vlast  

https://censor.net/ru/p3402147
https://kolo.news/category/suspilstvo/34229
https://tvoemisto.tv/news/u_kyievi_demontuvaly_pamyatnyk_yuriyu_gagarinu_150691.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20230331164131/https:/irt.pl.ua/news/29112/
https://dumskaya.net/news/v-odesse-demontirovali-memorialnuyu-dosku-suvoro-174206/ua/
https://kl.informator.ua/2023/03/30/u-kalushi-demontuvaly-pamyatnyk-mendelyeyevu/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3706328-u-mikolaevi-demontuvali-pamatnik-potomkinu.html
https://iz.ru/1518156/2023-05-25/v-poltavskoi-oblasti-demontirovali-pamiatnik-bortcam-za-sovetskuiu-vlast


106 

On 6 June 2023 the monument to Alexander Pushkin in the town of 

Zheltye Vody, Dnepropetrovsk Oblast, was demolished.
256

  

On 8 June 2023 the monument to Alexander Pushkin in the town of 

Glukhov, Sumy Oblast, was demolished.
257

  

On 17 June 2023, in Vynogradov, Transcarpathian Oblast, a bust of the 

outstanding Soviet educator and writer Anton Makarenko, the author of the 

"Pedagogical Poem", who dealt with the problems of education in a collective, 

was demolished. He carried out the first experience in pedagogical practice of 

mass re-education of delinquent children.
258

  

On 19 June, 2023, a bust of the first Soviet cosmonaut Yuriy Gagarin was 

demolished in Kiev. The granite bust was installed in the courtyard of the 

Center for Technical Creativity and Vocational Guidance of School Youth of 

Darnitsa district in the late 1960s after Yuriy Gagarin's arrival in Kiev in April 

1966.
259

 

On 26 June 2023 in the village of Verkhnyaya Manuylovka, Poltava 

Oblast, the monument to Maxim Gorkiy was dismantled. The Gorkiy Museum, 

which previously existed in the village, was repurposed. It was the last 

monument to the writer in the region. Earlier his monuments were dismantled in 

the town of Reshetilovka and the villages of Leventsovka, Kryachkovka, 

Zagrebelie and Serednyaki.
260

  

On 5 July, 2023, the image of the world-famous Russian composer 

Pyotr Tchaikovskiy was dismantled from the facade of the music school in 

Uzhgorod.
261
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On 27 July 2023, in Poltava the monument to Alexander Pushkin was 

dismantled.
262

 

On 17 August, 2023, the last monument to Alexander Pushkin in Poltava 

Oblast was demolished in Lubny.
263

 

On 20 August, 2023, a bust of Russian and Soviet biologist Iva Michurin 

was destroyed in Mikhnovtsy village, Lubenskiy district, Poltava Oblast.
264

  

On 11 September, 2023, in Cherkasy, a monument erected in Soborniy 

Park on the 60th anniversary of the October Revolution in honour of the 

workers of state security and law and order structures who had fallen on duty 

was demolished.
265

  

On 11 September 2023, the Poltava City Council announced its intention 

to destroy the monument established in memory of the exploits of the city 

residents under the leadership of the commandant of the Poltava fortress 

Colonel Alexei Kelin during the Battle of Poltava in 1709. This monument has 

been a visiting card of the city for many years.
266

 

On 14 September 2023, a memorial plaque to Alexander Pushkin on 

Hrushevskiy Street was dismantled in Kiev.  

On 15 November 2023, the largest monument to the Russian poet in 

Ukraine was dismantled in Kiev near Ivan Bagryaniy Park (formerly Pushkin 

Park). The monument was established in 1962 and had the status of a monument 

of monumental art of national importance.
267

  

On 12 January 2024, the bas-relief to Alexander Pushkin, which was the 

last image of the poet in the city, was dismantled from the metro station 

"Pushkinskaya" in Kharkov.
268
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Not all local authorities and residents agree with such actions. For 

example, in April 2022 Kharkov administration refused to support the public 

appeal to demolish the bust of Alexander Pushkin and move it to the city 

museum. The Kharkov Department of Culture reported that the monument was 

included in the State Register of Immovable Monuments of Ukraine as a 

monument of monumental art of national importance. At the same time, the 

director of the department Eduard Pavlenko emphasized that the issue of 

demolishing or simply moving the bust is not in his competence.
269
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The West's whitewashing of Ukrainian neo-Nazism  

In the light of the special military operation carried out by the Russian 

Federation to denazify and demilitarize Ukraine, there is an increasing tendency 

in the Western media and NGOs to whitewash the Ukrainian neo-Nazis, who 

are presented as fighters for the freedom and independence of a "democratic" 

country, fighting the "aggression of a dictatorial regime".  

American IT companies are providing noticeable assistance to Kiev. 

Simultaneously with these restrictions, the administration and moderators of 

YouTube do not object to dissemination of information by extremist 

organizations, first of all by the "Right Sector" and by the "Azov" nationalistic 

formation, banned in Russia (recognized as terrorist organizations). In fact, 

YouTube has become one of the key platforms to spread fakes about the special 

military operation in Ukraine and discredit the Russian Armed Forces.  

Censorship is actively applied by Meta (recognized as extremist and 

banned in Russia), which owns the social networks Facebook and Twitter/X. At 

the same time, in the beginning of February – March 2022 the calls "to kill 

Russians", instructions on the ways of killings and making explosives, as well 

as other similar content, were actively distributed on these platforms. The 

moderators ignored user complaints about such explicit dissemination of hate 

ideology. At the same time, content from Russian media, public figures, as well 

as ordinary citizens, comprising the Russian position or simply objective 

viewpoints on the events in Ukraine, is deliberately blocked.  

After the practice of applying double standards to Russian citizens was 

revealed through the publication of the company's internal correspondence, 

Meta tried to correct the situation. However, its statement only further 

reaffirmed its racist approach towards publications. In particular, it was 

announced that users would be allowed to call for the "death of the Russian 

occupiers."  
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After the change of ownership of the social network "Twitter" 

information began to appear in the public domain, indicating the active use of 

censorship by the former leadership to manipulate public opinion. New owner 

Elon Musk has taken a number of steps to increase the popularity of the 

platform and return credibility to it. Among other things, internal Twitter 

documents are regularly published, which confirm that the social network not 

only blocked the accounts of individuals, but also for a long time carried out 

shadow blocking, when publications of unwanted users were simply not visible 

to anyone, up to the fact that they were not shown in search queries. Users 

themselves also did not receive information about the blocking – they saw that 

their accounts were not blocked, but the number of views of publications was 

minimal.  

Nevertheless, many international Internet resources help to conceal from 

public attention materials testifying to the crimes of the Kiev regime. In 

December 2022, it became known that the English-language online 

encyclopedia site Wikipedia removed the English-language article about the 

Angel Alley memorial erected in Donetsk in memory of children killed by 

Ukrainian Armed Forces' shelling. There are still materials about the Angel 

Alley in Russian, Ukrainian and six other languages. However, the media 

noticed false information therein.
270

 In addition, the Ukrainian version of this 

article shifts the emphasis to the fact that these children died "during the 

invasion and occupation of Donetsk and Donetsk Oblast by Russia," and does 

not say a word about shelling by the AFU. Similar "inaccuracies" exist in other 

language versions.  

Efforts to whitewash Ukrainian neo-Nazis are also recorded. In February 

2023, Meta management removed the Ukrainian nationalist formation Azov 

from its list of dangerous organizations, thus giving this extremist structure the 
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ability to openly run social media, including to promote violence and its 

criminal methods of warfare. Azov militants have never concealed and, even on 

the contrary, publicly emphasized their adherence to the ideas of neo-Nazism 

and hatred on national and ethnic grounds. Such actions of Meta are yet another 

confirmation of the fact that the "collective West" (and Meta, despite the global 

nature of its activities, strictly adheres to its policies, mainly in the face of the 

United States), contrary to the democratic values previously proclaimed by 

itself, uses misanthropic ideas in an attempt to ensure its dominance.  

It should also be noted that the Ukrainian authorities have previously 

been noticed in attempts to edit information publications on the Internet in order 

to conceal the true picture of what is happening in Ukraine, as well as in the 

Russian Crimea and later incorporated into Russia Kherson and Zaporozhye 

Oblasts, DNR and LNR. Thus, in April 2020 the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry 

announced the launch of a campaign to correct Wikipedia articles, in particular, 

about "Russian aggression", as well as about Crimea, the Donbass, integration 

with the European Union and NATO. Although the stated goal of Ukrainian 

diplomats was to fill the online encyclopedia with supposedly unbiased 

information about the country, in reality it has turned into a blatant attempt to 

make changes in the free information resource with the help of state agencies 

and distort the facts to suit the current political goals of Kiev and its Western 

handlers, justifying such actions with references to the "opinions of the 

people".
271

  

At the same time, there are publications even in the Western media that 

directly point to the Nazi essence of the right-wing radical structures in 

Ukraine
272

, to which the image of "fighters for independence" is artificially 
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created. Particular attention is drawn to the fact that prior to the special military 

operation of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, many Western media 

pointed out the Nazi component of radical Ukrainian formations and their 

glorification of Nazi collaborators Stepan Bandera and Roman Shukhevich. 

After February 2022, however, such a view is carefully withdrawn from 

Western public space. At the same time, the aforementioned articles rightly 

point out that the Russian leadership's explanation of the reasons for the special 

military operation largely coincides with what was previously published in 

objective articles by Western journalists, who acknowledged the presence of 

neo-Nazism in Ukraine.  

Another vivid illustration of the collective efforts of the West to 

whitewash the crimes of the Kiev authorities is the report prepared by the NGO 

Amnesty International, which acknowledged the facts of war crimes by the 

AFU against civilians, in particular the use of civilians as "human shields." In 

fact, the international organization has shown the true nature of Kiev's use of 

terrorist tactics. To minimize the damage, Western countries organized a 

campaign to divert attention from this unseemly fact by presenting an almost 

united front. In response to the accusations made by the Kiev authorities, human 

rights activists apologized and organized a retest of the research, but they did 

not completely retract their words.  

In addition, it should be noted that Ukrainian neo-Nazi groups are closely 

linked to right-wing radical and extremist groups in Europe and the United 

States (see the relevant sections of the report). There are connections between 

these structures. Nationalists from abroad regularly came to Ukraine, where 

they received training in Ukrainian nationalist formations and at Ukrainian 

military combat positions in the Donbass. The case of former American 

serviceman Craig Lang, who shot and killed a married couple after returning to 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
Ukrainian Nazis. Standpoint Zero. 16 March 2022. https://standpointzero.com/2022/03/16/protecting-the-

ukrainian-nazis/  

https://standpointzero.com/2022/03/16/protecting-the-ukrainian-nazis/
https://standpointzero.com/2022/03/16/protecting-the-ukrainian-nazis/


113 

the US, has been widely known since 2015 for his involvement in combat 

operations in Ukraine on the side of nationalist battalions.
273

  

Other information about the participation of Americans and Europeans in 

the military actions in the Donbass also appeared in the public space. For 

example, the news media company Buzz Feed News reported on more than 

40 American citizens, and a September 2019 report published by the NGO 

Soufan Center, "White Supremacy Extremism: the transnational rise of the 

violent white supremacist movement" noted that at that time 3,879 foreigners 

had been trained during the hostilities in the Donbass. The participation of 

foreign fighters from European countries and the United States in the ranks of 

the Azov nationalist battalion (recognized as a terrorist organization in the 

Russian Federation) is described in a detailed article about the neo-Nazi 

activities of the newspaper "Die Zeit."
274
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Persecution of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

The canonical Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), that the Kiev 

government has been trying to uproot from the country's confessional 

environment for many years, got under the blow of the Russophobic 

manifestations.
275

 A large-scale information campaign has been launched 

against the clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church aimed at discrediting its 

priests in the eyes of the flock and creating an image of them as "collaborators 

of the enemy". Slanderous rumours are spread about archpriests of parishes, 

numerous fake news are posted on social network (their negative role has 

already been mentioned before) saying the church hierarchs allegedly assist the 

Russian Armed Forces. On a daily basis, the Ukrainian police and the SBU 

accuse people of storing weapons, ammunition, and provisions for the 

"aggressor" in UOC churches. On the basis of such "arguments," Ukrainian 

politicians and officials call for the prohibition of the UOC and the deprivation 

of its property. Many cases of violent seizures of churches belonging to the 

canonical Church and their subsequent "transfer" to the schismatic structure 

created by the Kiev regime have been recorded. Thus, the monograph prepared 

with the assistance of the Russian Association for the Defence of Religious 

Freedom "Chronicle of the "Black Decade". Religious Persecution in Ukraine 

2014-2023"
276

 with references to media publications noted that in the period 

from 2019 to 2021 about 500 parishes of the UOC were illegally re-registered in 

favour of the schismatic so-called Orthodox Church of Ukraine, and 

144 churches were seized by its supporters. In April 2021, the former head of 

the State Committee for Nationalities and Religions of Ukraine, Yuriy 
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Reshetnikov, said that the Ukrainian authorities ignore more than 1 million 

appeals of UOC believers. 

Some legislative steps have already been taken in this respect by the Kiev 

regime. Five bills directed against the UOC have been registered in the 

Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine. Bill No. 7204 of 22 March 2022, proposed by 

Oksana Savchuk, a representative of the nationalist Svoboda party, provides, in 

particular, for a direct ban on the activities of church structures affiliated with 

the Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine and the nationalization of all their property. 

Those religious communities who wish to avoid restrictions will be provided 

14 days for "changing their jurisdiction". Draft Law No. 7213 was put forward 

on 26 March 2022 by an inter-faction group of parliamentarians who are 

supporters of the schismatic OCU. It proposes the introduction of "a ban on the 

activities of religious organizations that are part of the structure (is part of) a 

religious organization (association) whose governing center (department) is 

outside of Ukraine in a state that is recognized by law as having carried out 

military aggression against Ukraine and/or temporarily occupied part of the 

territory of Ukraine". 

On 23 November 2022, the European Solidarity Party introduced draft 

law No. 8221 "On ensuring the strengthening of national security in the sphere 

of freedom of conscience and activity of religious organizations." The text of 

the document states that any organization or community that positions itself as 

Orthodox must structure its activities in canonical and organizational matters 

"taking into account the Tomos" and be subordinate to the OCU. In other words, 

the schismatic structure is supposed to have the exclusive right to be called 

"Orthodox" and a de facto monopoly on Orthodox worship in the country.  

On 5 December 2022, the Ukrainian parliament registered draft 

law No. 8262 "On Improving the Legal Regulation of Religious Organizations", 

which is paired with draft law No. 8221 and also directed against the UOC. It 

was co-sponsored by 24 deputies from the pro-presidential party Servant of the 
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People and the European Solidarity Party. This document provides a significant 

simplification of the procedure for not only communities, but also dioceses and 

monasteries of the UOC to join the OCU and change their jurisdiction. It will 

now also be possible to register OCU congregations at the address of existing 

UOC congregations, in their churches, monasteries, or other premises. In 

essence, there will be a legalization of raiding of canonical parishes by 

schismatics, which they have been seeking since 2019. In addition, the bill 

provides a basis for future decisions by the authorities to break lease agreements 

with religious organizations "linked to Russia", which will create (or rather, is 

already creating) conditions for the eviction of all monastic and ordinary UOC 

communities from premises that are in state and communal ownership.  

On 19 January 2023, the Ukrainian government submitted to the 

Verkhovnaya Rada a bill No. 8371 "On Amendments to the Laws of Ukraine on 

the Activities of Religious Organizations in Ukraine", which prohibits in the 

country "the activities of religious organizations whose governing center 

(administration) is located in a state that is carrying out armed aggression 

against Ukraine". The document envisages a significant simplification of the 

procedure for legally banning the functioning of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church.
277

 On 19 October 2023 it was adopted by the deputies of the 

Verkhovnaya Rada in the first reading. Consideration of the bill in the second 

reading is expected to take place in the near future. 

At the same time, in a number of cities and regions (Lvov, Chernovtsi, 

Konotop in Sumy region, Kiev, Zhitomir, Rovno, Khmelnitskiy, etc.) local 

authorities have already banned the activities of the UOC without waiting for 

the adoption of the law by the country's parliament. 

At the same time, the State Service for Ethno-politics and Freedom of 

Conscience of Ukraine on 1 February 2023 published the results of the religious 

expert examination of the charter of the UOC. The document expectedly stated 
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that there is an ecclesiastical and canonical connection between the UOC and 

the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC). According to the conclusion of this body, 

the current activity or inactivity of the highest bodies of church power and 

administration of the UOC indicates that the UOC continues to be in a 

relationship of subordination to the ROC. The UOC called these findings "gross 

manipulation and an attempt to violate the right to freedom of religion,"
278

 and 

on 27 July 2023, representatives of the UOC filed a lawsuit to challenge the 

findings of the examination. 

On 15 May 2023, the Kiev District Administrative Court ruled that the 

UOC has not severed its ties with the Russian Orthodox Church and is part of it, 

which could be grounds for banning the UOC if such a decision is upheld by 

higher courts. On 26 June 2023, the State Service for Ethno-Politics and 

Freedom of Conscience of Ukraine posted on its website a list of explanations 

that the UOC must provide to prove its separateness from the Russian Orthodox 

Church. However, experts note that any such explanations by the UOC will not 

lead to the fact that Ukrainian state structures will be ready to lift the restrictions 

imposed on the canonical church.
279

 

Another reason for persecution of the UOC was the issue of the use of the 

church calendar. In 2022-2023 in Ukraine, the issue of celebrating Orthodox 

holidays according to the New Julian or Gregorian calendar (New Style) was 

increasingly raised in the public space. Back in 2020-2021, the leader of the 

OCU, Metropolitan Epiphanius (Dumenko), advocated celebrating Christmas 

on 25 December with Europe, rather than 7 January, "with the Russian world." 

At that time, according to sociologists, the majority of Ukrainians did not 

support such a transition. So, in 2019, the Ukrainian sociological group 

"Rating" published information that only one in four (25 per cent) Ukrainians 
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support the idea of moving the celebration of Christmas from 7 January to 

25 December, while 64 per cent of citizens spoke out against. 

Since 2022, the topic of the transition to the new style has become more 

and more often presented in the Ukrainian media space under the pretext of 

fighting the Russian world and distancing from the Russian Orthodox Church 

and has become another tool of information and ideological warfare. 

Representatives of the OCU called the old style, in particular, an instrument of 

subjugation of the Russian Orthodox Church, the style by which "Muscals" live, 

and the transition to the new style – "a blow to the Russian world".  

The issue of the transition of churches to the new style began to be 

actively promoted by the authorities of the country, thus interfering in church 

affairs. In December 2022, a survey on when Ukrainians want to celebrate 

Christmas was carried out through the official application for public services 

"Diya".
280

 

On 28 June 2023, Zelenskiy introduced a bill to the Verkhovnaya Rada 

that would abolish the country's celebration of Christmas on 7 January, calling 

the Julian calendar a "Russian ideology." It finally came into force on 28 July 

2023 after being signed by Zelenskiy, which legalized the "calendar reform". 

Chairman of the Synodal Information and Education Department of the UOC 

Metropolitan Kliment (Vecherya) said in connection with this innovation that 

the UOC will continue to celebrate Christmas on 7 January,
281

 and the decision 

to change the calendar is due to political, not ecclesiastical reasons.
282

 

Public statements by Ukrainian politicians confirm Kiev's Russophobic 

course and its deliberate actions that put canonical Orthodoxy in a 

discriminatory position. Thus, Mikhail Podolyak, advisor to the head of the 

Ukrainian president's office, said on 30 March 2023, that only the OCU should 

remain in Ukraine, and the UOC "will gradually leave for Russian cities." The 
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secretary of the National Security and Defence Council, A. Danilov, made harsh 

statements against the UOC, calling the existence of the UOC in the country a 

"special operation of the Russian Federation", calling the actions of its priests 

irrelevant to the Lord God and welcoming the demolition of churches of this 

confession.
283

  

A notable role in the offensive against the UOC is assigned to organized 

groups of national radicals who raid churches and property of the canonical 

church. All this is accompanied by physical violence against its clergy and 

parishioners, desecration of holy places and other illegal actions that go 

unpunished. The UOC parishes become targets of numerous marauders who 

justify their plundering by struggle against "occupants" and their "spiritual 

lackeys". Video footage of these actions is being circulated in Ukraine's social 

networks with a call to follow these examples.  

On 3 February 2022, the management of the public historical and 

architectural conservancy site "Khotyn Fortress" refused to renew the agreement 

with the UOC community on the use of the local church which Orthodox 

believers had restored from ruins on their own, and closed it. These actions 

were the result of brutal pressure from Right Sector militants demanding that 

the temple be handed over to the OCU. 

Multiple fakes about "priests-saboteurs" were spread on social networks. 

As a result, the UOC Kiev Metropolis was forced to refute the disinformation 

that law enforcement officers allegedly detained a priest in Kiev along with a 

certain 38-year-old man suspected of espionage. Disinformation was also spread 

that a group of saboteurs was allegedly discovered in the monastery of St. Mary 

Magdalene in Belaya Tserkov, two of whom were killed during detention. 
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Only in March 2022, several cases became known of kidnapping 

canonical church priests. On 9 March, Archimandrite Titus (Drachuk), rector of 

the Holy Trinity Monastery in the Ivano-Frankovsk diocese, and a novice monk 

disappeared. A few days later they were found in the Chernovtsy Oblast. It 

turned out that they were kidnapped, interrogated with violence, and then 

forbidden not only to perform services in the Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast, but also 

to live there under threat of death. On 16 March, the abbot of the church in the 

village of Ivanovka in Zhitomir Oblast, Archimandrite Lavr (Berezovskiy), was 

attacked. As of April 2024 his whereabouts are still unknown, it is highly likely 

that he was murdered. On the same day, a local priest, Father Gennady, was 

kidnapped in the village of Tomashovka, Fastovskiy district, Kiev Oblast. On 

22 March, priest Sergei Tarasov was killed by SBU officers.
284

 He was 

previously charged with treason. On 28 March, during a service in the Holy 

Protection Church in the city of Smela, Cherkassy Oblast, Hieromonk Vasiliy 

was abducted by armed men.  

In March 2022, at least six cases of attacks on churches and clergy of the 

UOC were recorded in the Vinnitsa Oblast alone. On 6 March in Malye 

Krushlintsi, radicals broke into the church during a divine service, desecrated 

the altar, beat the priest and dragged him outside. On 12 March, in Lavrovka 

(Vinnytsa Oblast), OCU supporters tried to throw the priest and parishioners 

outside during a divine service, threatening with physical violence.  

 The police who arrived at the site closed and sealed the church. However, 

a few days later it was reopened, but for OCU supporters. On 13 March, in the 

village of Sosnovka, the schismatics forced the chairman of the parish council 

to open the church, allegedly to check for weapons. Then the village headman 

forcibly took away the keys to the church and handed them over to the OCU 

supporters. On the same day in Penkivka village radicals sawed off the locks 

and seized the premises of the local church. Church utensils and liturgical books 
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belonging to the community were thrown through the window into the street. 

On 19 March, in Mizyakovskie Khutora village representatives of the so-called 

territorial defence blocked the passage to the church, did not let the priest and 

parishioners in, threatening them with death. On 20 March, the same persons 

seized the church in the neighbouring village of Pereorki. While in the village of 

Bolshiye Krushlintsy, local supporters tried to take away the keys to the church 

from the Orthodox priest, threatened to disrupt the church service and 

demanded to transfer to a schismatic organization. 

On 3 April 2022, in Dolyna (Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast), the UOC church 

in honour of John the Baptist was closed after a search by law enforcement 

officers. 

On 8 April 2022, the clergy and the faithful of the Ivano-Frankovsk 

diocese of the OCU published an appeal to the President of Ukraine in 

connection with the pressure and threats to which clergy and parishioners were 

subjected by the authorities and supporters of the UOC. The believers pointed 

out that on 4 April 2022 the mayor of Ivano-Frankovsk Ruslan Martsinkiv 

addressed the citizens with a statement about the allegedly "voluntary" change 

of church affiliation by the religious community of the Cathedral of the Nativity 

of Christ and called on the citizens to "help the community to move to another 

church jurisdiction". The parishioners perceived this call for "help" as a crude 

pressure to force the religious community to change its subordination and a 

threat to seize the church by force if this was not done.  

On 10 April 2022, representatives of the UOC together with armed men 

seized the Dormition Church of the OCU in the village of Mykhalcha, 

Chernovtsi Oblast. 

On 14 April 2022, a group of armed men led by the "hierarch of the 

UOC" Alexander Drabinko forcibly seized the Church of the Dormition of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in the village of Kruglik, Kiev Oblast. The attackers broke 
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down the door and announced the "voluntary" transition of the OCU religious 

community to the jurisdiction of the UOC. 

On 28 April 2022, the Trinity Church of the OCU in the village of 

Perenyatin in Rovno Oblast was seized. The building itself was sealed, radicals 

threatened to kill the priest. On 10 May, the local authorities handed over the 

church to the UOC.  

At the beginning of May 2022, in the village of Perenyatin the head of 

Dubna military administration Vsevolod Pekarskiy gave the keys from the 

sealed OCU church to the supporters of the UOC. In the village of Palchy in the 

Volyn Oblast, "activists" cut the locks of the Church of the Intercession and 

handed it over to schismatics, and in the village of Ozero in the same region, 

parishioners of the OCU were "transferred" to the UOC while they were praying 

in the church. 

On 21 May 2022, schismatics from the UOC with the support of the 

police and territorial defence forces seized the church in honour of the Nativity 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the village of Ivankov, Kiev Oblast, and the 

church in the village of Belashov, Rovno Oblast. The seizure was accompanied 

by clashes, which were provoked by supporters of the UOC.  

On 26 May 2022, it became known about the forceful seizure of the 

church of the Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian in the village of 

Fursy (Kiev Oblast). The supporters of the UOC committed physical violence 

against the rector of the church Archpriest Andrey Mukha and parishioners of 

the OCU. The abbot of the church said that after it became known about the 

forthcoming provocations, the religious community of the church on behalf of 

the parish assembly officially appealed to the chairman of the territorial 

community, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Security Service of Ukraine 

with a demand to prevent illegal actions, seizure of property and interference in 

the affairs of the church community. However, the representatives of the 

authorities did not take any measures. 
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On 30 May 2022, supporters of the UOC, led by people in priestly 

vestments, attempted to seize the church in the name of the Holy Prince 

Alexander Nevskiy in the village of Tsarevka, Zhitomir Oblast. The clergy and 

parishioners were able to defend their church.  

In addition to the use of violence and intimidation, radicals together with 

adherents of the UOC actively organize acts of vandalism and provocations 

against temples and priests of the canonical Church.  

On 9 May 2022 in the village of Dorogostai, Rovno Oblast, unknown 

persons poured animal blood on the yard, fence, crosses and the church of 

Spyridon of Trimiphun. 

On 22 May 2022, the rector of the Resurrection Church in Stryi, Lvov 

Oblast, Archpriest Vladimir Mandzyuk, was splashed with greenery in his face 

during the service. 

On 23 May 2022, it became known that a crowd of aggressive supporters 

of the UOC, threatening parishioners and a priest of the OCU, arbitrarily 

changed the locks in the church in honour of St. Stephen the Archdeacon in the 

village of Chernyatin (Vinnitsa Oblast). The seizure began during a Sunday 

worship, which was performed by the community of the canonical church. First 

the schismatics interfered with the service, then began to manifest aggression, 

shouting slogans and threats. Then supporters of the UOC held a "vote" in 

favour of the transition to the new structure and arbitrarily closed the temple on 

their locks. None of the real parishioners of the temple took part in the voting. 

On 29 May 2022, supporters of the UOC showed up in an organized 

manner at Sunday services at OCU parishes in Volyn, Lvov, Rovno, Zhitomir 

and Kiev oblasts to disrupt the prayer of Orthodox believers. During a service at 

the Vladimir church of the OCU in Lvov, several "activists" disrupted the 

service, humiliated and insulted the laity. Supporters of the UOC broke into 

St. Michael's Church in Ozhyshche, Volyn Oblast, also during the service and 
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demanded to hand the church over to them. They acted aggressively and 

assaulted the believers. 

The Church of St. Prince Vladimir in Lvov, which belongs to the OCU, 

was attacked by vandals several times in May 2022 alone. On 1 May, radicals 

tried to disrupt a church service; on 8 May, unknown persons poured foam on 

the door to the temple and painted the walls with offensive inscriptions. On 

14 May, vandals tried to set the church on fire and desecrated its walls with 

inscriptions again. On 25 May, unidentified persons again covered the church 

with insulting inscriptions once more. On 28 May vandals again desecrated this 

church with offensive inscriptions and scribbling over the crosses. 

In late May 2022, Metropolitan Onuphrius of Kiev, the Primate of the 

OCU, said that from February to May 2022 there were more than 40 cases of 

seizures of OCU churches in Ukraine. According to the head of the church, both 

Ukrainian officials and local government bodies were involved in the seizure of 

church property. About 50 religious communities of the OCU were forcibly 

transferred to the UOC
285

. 

On 14 June 2022, a group of unknown people attacked the house of 

Father Petr Monastyrskiy, rector of the Pokrovskiy Church of the OCU in the 

village of Novozhyvotov in Vinnitsa Oblast. The vandals threw stones at the 

priest's house, breaking the windows.  

On the night of 19-20 June 2022, a fire broke out as a result of arson in 

the Lvov church of St. Equal-to-the-Apostles Prince Vladimir in the Lvov-

Sikhov microdistrict.  

Since November 2022, the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) has 

tightened the repression against the OCU to the maximum. It started 

"counterintelligence activities" in churches and monasteries belonging to it, 

while intimidating the believers. The media reported that the SBU conducted 

searches at 19 sites of the OCU in Zakarpatye, Chernovtsi, Rovno, Volyn, 

                                                           
285

 https://lenta.ru/news/2022/05/27/upc/?ysclid=lmgpwakjrq743121602  

https://lenta.ru/news/2022/05/27/upc/?ysclid=lmgpwakjrq743121602


125 

Nikolaev, Sumy, Lvov, Zhitomir Oblasts and the Kiev-controlled part of 

Kherson Oblast. In total, more than 100 organizations of the UOC were 

searched. In particular, searches took place in the Holy Protection Church and 

Holy Exaltation Cathedral in Uzhgorod, Holy Trinity Church in Lvov, Holy 

Basil Cathedral in the city of Ovruch in Zhitomir Oblast, Holy Dormition 

Monastery in Rovno district.
286

 Ukrainian security forces have repeatedly 

searched the territory of the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra. 

In the course of such "measures", the special services interrogated 

clergymen and monks and searched for allegedly "subversive pro-Russian 

literature", including Easter messages from the Moscow Patriarch, which are 

sent to all dioceses of the Moscow Patriarchate. 

Kiev's unleashed persecution of the OCU reached its pinnacle in early 

December 2022, when Vladimir Zelenskiy enacted the National Council of 

Security and Defence decision on restrictive measures and sanctions against the 

church, essentially formalizing its complete ban.  

In mid-December 2022, official documents of the SBU Department of the 

Kherson Oblast published by the media confirmed that Ukrainian security 

forces had been intimidating OCU priests for several years after the 2014 coup. 

They threatened them with criminal articles and tried to instil their 

understanding of "patriotism". In particular, it is known about such "preventive 

measures" in St. Dukhov Cathedral and St. Catherine's Cathedral in Kherson in 

January and April 2016. Under the pretext of checking the vigilance of church 

staff, an SBU officer visited the temples and intimidated clergy, threatening to 

use articles of the Ukrainian Criminal Code that punish crimes against national 

security. He called his actions to intimidate the clergy "formation of 

responsibility for their actions". Along with this, he cited examples of "heroism" 

of a number of Kherson residents who participated in punitive operations in the 

Donbass in order to "instil a sense of patriotism" in the priests. To intimidate the 

                                                           
286

 https://rg.ru/2022/12/14/sbu-prishla-s-obyskom-v-pravoslavnye-hramy-v-deviati-oblastiah-ukrainy.html  

https://rg.ru/2022/12/14/sbu-prishla-s-obyskom-v-pravoslavnye-hramy-v-deviati-oblastiah-ukrainy.html


126 

clergy, the SBU officer told the clerics of the OCU about "the successes of the 

SBU in the Kherson Oblast in combating separatism and other anti-

constitutional activities of certain groups and individuals". In addition, "for the 

purpose of reasonable assimilation of the material" he left packages mimicking 

explosive devices in St. Catherine's Cathedral and St. Dukhov Cathedral.
287

  

The number of forceful seizures of OCU churches increased for almost 

20 times in 2022. In the report of the manager of the OCU Metropolitan 

Antoniy it is noted that in 2022 in Ukraine the number of raider seizures of 

OCU churches and illegal re-registration of its parishes increased many times. 

In particular, 129 such seizures of OCU churches were recorded, as well as 

93 cases of preparation for forced change of subordination of OCU parishes, 

74 decisions of local authorities to ban the activities of OCU religious 

organizations, 84 cases of re-registration of parishes by regional administrations, 

31 transitions of parishes with rectors and 13 cases of transition without a rector, 

10 acts of vandalism
288

. 

In 2023, the actions of schismatics to seize churches by force and destroy 

them continued. Including the seizure of the Church of the Apostles Peter and 

Paul in the village of Horov, Rovno Oblast, on 6 June 2023, the Assumption of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary in the village of Uladovka, Vinnitsa Oblast, on 20 June 

2023, the Archangel Michael in the village of Belogorodka, Kiev Oblast, on 

25 June 2023, the icon of the Mother of God "Neopalimaya Kupina" on 9 July 

2023, and St. Paraskeva in the town of Neteshyn, Khmelnytskiy Oblast, on 

27 July 2023. 
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On 21 August 2023, in the village of Khalyavyn in Chernigov Oblast due 

to arson almost completely burned down the Holy Trinity Church of the UOC. 

A canister with remains of gasoline was found at the scene.
289

  

22 August 2023, Khmelnytskiy diocese of the UOC reported that activists 

of the OCU seized two temples of the canonical church in Khmelnytskiy 

Oblast – St. Nicholas Church in the village of Mytintsy and St.John the 

Theologian Church in the village of Volitsa. Even the will of the rectors and 

active parishioners – members of religious communities of the UOC to remain 

under the aegis the UOC failed to prevent the seizure of the church.
290

 

On 4 September 2023, police broke into the Holy Epiphaniy Nunnery in 

Ternopol Oblast. The reason behind this was the end of the term of the lease 

agreement. The regional authorities expectedly did not renew it and decided to 

close the monastery and evict the nuns.
291

 

In early January 2024, there was a forceful seizure of the Kazan Church 

of the UOC in the town of Ladyzhyn in Vinnitsa Oblast. During the seizure, 

raiders from among the followers of the OCU beat the priest and parishioners.
292

 

On the night of 10 January 2024, in the village of Lesniki in Kiev Oblast, 

perpetrators cut the locks and seized the Church of the Transfiguration of the 

Lord. 

On 10 January 2024, supporters of the OCU seized the UOC Church in 

Honour of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God in the village of Pishcha in 

Volyn Oblast. During the seizure, the raiders broke down the door of the ancient 

church, that had been built in 1801 – a monument of national importance.
293
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On 14 January 2024, representatives of the OCU, with the assistance of 

the authorities, seized the Holy Protection Church of the UOC in the village of 

Chepelevka in Khmelnytskiy Oblast. Besides "athletic" men, the deputy of 

Khmelnytskiy district council A. Chernievich and deputies of Krasilov city 

council took part in this seizure. 

On 22-23 January 2024, attempts to seize the church in honour of the 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the city of Kamne-Kashirskiy in Volyn 

Oblast were recorded. The UOC believers managed to defend it.
294

 

On 27 January 2024, after a church service in the UOC church in the 

village of Pecheskoye in Khmelnytskiy Oblast, local supporters of the OCU 

took possession of the church premises in the absence of police officers. They 

pushed the rector Archpriest Mykhailo Furman and Archpriest Vitaly Duntz, 

dean of Krasilov district, out of the church. 

According to Ukrainian sources, between the time former Ukrainian 

President Poroshenko received the tomos of autocephaly from Patriarch 

Bartholomew of Constantinople and the end of 2023, more than 1.5 thousand 

congregations "moved" (i.e. were forcibly transferred) under the aegis OCU.
295

 

At the same time, the mass appearance of new parishes in the PCU has led to a 

serious staff shortage in this structure, and its churches were not filled with 

parishioners.
296

 

Zelenskiy's regime does not stop its efforts to gain control over the 

country's main sanctuary, the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Kiev-Pechersk 

Lavra. In early 2023, the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine broke the lease 

agreement with the UOC for part of the Lavra's facilities. After that, the clergy 

of the canonical church were not allowed to enter these premises for the 
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Christmas service. Instead of them, representatives of the OCU were 

demonstratively brought there. 

Since March 2023, the monks have been under regular pressure from 

Ukrainian security forces. In early July 2023, the Ministry of Culture demanded 

that the monks vacate five buildings of the Lower Lavra, the territory of which 

is under the jurisdiction of the canonical UOC. In case of refusal, 

representatives of the Ministry threatened to replace the locks and seal the 

buildings. The following facts testify to the coordinated nature of such steps of 

the authorities. 

On 10 August 2023, the Economic Court of Kiev satisfied the claim of 

the National Kiev-Pechersk Historical and Cultural Reserve "to remove 

obstacles to the use of property", thus legalizing the eviction of the monks from 

their permanent residence.
297

  

On 11 August, the Lavra was surrounded by Ukrainian security forces, 

blocking the entrance for believers and pilgrims, and a commission of the 

Ministry of Culture sealed several buildings. Two days earlier, on 9 August, the 

representatives of the Lavra were denied a counterclaim against the reserve to 

recognize the unilateral termination of the agreement on the use of the 

monastery as illegal.
298

 

On 12 September 2023, the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine announced 

that it had transferred to the control of the authorities 13 objects out of about 

40 full-fledged structures on the territory of the monastery.
299

 

The Kiev regime is also capturing another major monastery of the UOC – 

the Holy Dormition Pochaev Lavra.  

In May 2023, the Ternopol Oblast's Prosecutor's Office opened a criminal 

case on the mismanagement of the lands of the Holy Dormition Pochaev Lavra, 
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and the Ministry of Culture sent a departmental commission there. The pretext 

was that the monks allegedly used a plot of land of more than one thousand 

square meters without permission, and removed the top layer of the agricultural 

land. The Ukrainian authorities did not hide their invasive intentions. In March 

2023, head of the Ternopol Regional Council Mikhail Golovko said he intended 

to demand the termination of the agreement with the UOC on the use of the land 

by the monastery. The 50-year lease agreement was concluded in 2003. A 

far-fetched accusation that the canonical church had violated its contractual 

obligations could be used as a pretext for this. The actions of the representatives 

of the Ukrainian authorities confirm this attitude. In addition to the state, the 

schismatic OCU and the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC) also 

claimed to the Pochaev Lavra.
300

 

On 19 August 2023, the authorities of the Ternopol Oblast allegedly "for 

security reasons" banned the procession to Pochaev Lavra in honour of the Feast 

of the Dormition of the Virgin Mary. The procession was blocked in three 

oblasts: Ternopol, Khmelnitskiy and Rovno. At the place of gathering of 

believers in the cathedral in Kamenets-Podolskiy in Khmelnitskiy Oblast, 

parishioners and clergy were faced with police. The law enforcers also tried to 

serve summonses to men of conscription age.
301

 

The Kiev regime has unleashed criminal persecution of UOC priests, 

while cynically claiming that there is allegedly no religious persecution in the 

country, and all that the state requires from the canonical UOC is to cut ties with 

Russia. 

On 21 December 2022, the head of the SBU, Vasiliy Malyuk, said in an 

interview published on the Ukrainian TV channel 1+1's YouTube channel that 

the service had opened 50 criminal cases against UOC priests. He particularly 

emphasized the need to "weed out all this hostile environment of moles in 
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cassocks".
302

 The defendants in these criminal cases are 55 clergymen of the 

UOC, including 14 bishops
303

. 

Amid efforts to seize the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra, its vicar, Metropolitan 

Pavel of Vyshgorod and Chernobyl, was charged with "denial of aggression by 

Russia. In mid-July 2023, he was placed in a detention center and released on 

7 August 2023, after posting bail (almost $1 million, which was raised with the 

involvement of more than a thousand people).
304

 The criminal case against the 

Metropolitan is still open. 

Repressions against other hierarchs and clerics of the UOC also began. 

Metropolitan Theodosius (Snegirev) of Cherkasy, Metropolitan Ioasaph 

(Guben), former Metropolitan of Kirovograd and Novomirgorod and now 

Metropolitan of Vasylkov, Metropolitan Jonathan (Eletskikh) of Tulchyn and 

Bratslav, Pavel (Lebed) of Vyshgorod, and others were subjected to criminal 

prosecution on charges of "inciting religious hatred" starting from 2022. 

The first sentence was handed down in May 2023. The Leninskiy District 

Court of Kirovohrad sentenced Metropolitan Ioasaph (Gubenya) and the 

secretary of the diocese Roman Kondratyuk to three years. The priests were 

found guilty of "inciting religious discord".
305

 

On 7 July 2023, the SBU detained Archpriest Viktor Talko, a cleric of the 

UOC, rector of the Church of St. Michael the Archangel in Borodyanka, Kiev 

Oblast, on suspicion of helping to evacuate residents of the region to Belarus. 

Criminal proceedings have been launched against him on suspicion of 

"collaborationist activity". The priest faces up to 5 years in prison.
306

 

On 7 August 2023, the head of the Tulchyn diocese of the UOC, 

Metropolitan Ionafan (Yeletskikh), was sentenced to five years in prison "for 

publicly justifying the armed aggression against Ukraine". On 11 August, the 
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Vinnytsia prosecutor's office said that it would appeal against the court ruling in 

his case. Ukrainian prosecutors were displeased with the fact that instead of six 

years, the hierarch was sentenced to five years in prison.
307

 

In September 2023, a case was brought to court against Metropolitan 

Longin, the rector of the Ascension Banchen Monastery (UOC), in connection 

with the initiation of a criminal case against him under Article 161 of the 

Criminal Code of Ukraine (incitement of interreligious hatred)
308

 because of his 

"disparaging" statements against the schismatic OCU. Metropolitan Longin is 

the founder and head of the orphanage at the monastery in the village of 

Molnitsa in Chernovtsi Oblast, where more than 400 orphans are under his care. 

For his many years of charitable work the clergyman was awarded the title of 

Hero of Ukraine in 2008. On 22 January 2024, he was beaten in his own 

home.
309

 

On 12 January 2024, the SBU charged Metropolitan Vasiliy 

(Povoroznyuk) of Lugansk and Alchevsk of the UOC in absentia with the 

charge that the hierarch "was present in the Kremlin at the ceremony of signing 

agreements on the admission of the Donetsk and Lugansk People's Republics, 

Zaporozhye and Kherson oblasts to Russia".
310

 

On 13 February 2024, a court in Dnepropetrovsk Oblast sentenced the 

rector of the church of the local diocese of the UOC to five years in prison in a 

case of justification of Russian aggression.
311

 

In February 2024, the Archdeacon of the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra Pavlo 

(Muzychuk) was persecuted, accused of justifying "the armed aggression of the 

Russian Federation against Ukraine" and imprisoned in a pre-trial detention 
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center. The Solomenskiy District Court of Kiev released him on bail in the 

amount of 121,000 hryvnias, with the mandatory wearing of an electronic 

bracelet. Archdeacon Pavel is known as an active defender of canonical 

Orthodox faith in Ukraine, opposing the illegal deprivation of the rights of 

believers to use the temples of the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra and the eviction of 

monks from the monastery.
312

 

On 12 April 2024, the SBU conducted searches and reported the deputy 

chairman of the Synodal Department for External Church Relations of the UOC 

Archpriest Nikolai Danilevich as a suspect, accusing him of "justifying Russia's 

armed aggression" because he allegedly called to pray for Russians.
313

 

On 24 April 2024, the SBU reported suspicion and arrested Metropolitan 

Arseniy (Yakovenko), the rector of the Sviatogorsk Lavra of the UOC, for two 

months without bail, who allegedly gave the addresses of Ukrainian troops' 

roadblocks to the parishioners during the liturgy.
314

 

On 1 May 2024, the SBU searched Metropolitan of the UOC of 

Zaporozhye and Melitopol Luka (Kovalenko). The issue of selecting a 

preventive measure is being decided. He is suspected of "inciting religious 

hatred. Allegedly in his phone found messages with prayers for Moscow.
315

  

In total, according to the SBU, from February 2022 to December 2023, 

more than 70 criminal cases against clergymen of the UOC, 16 of whom are 

metropolitans, 26 hierarchs and clerics were charged, 19 of them were 

convicted.
316

 

In April 2024, the mass media quoted the head of the Security Service of 

Ukraine (SBU), Vasiliy Malyuk, as saying that 23 priests of the Ukrainian 
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Orthodox Church were convicted, 37 clergymen were suspected, and criminal 

proceedings were launched against more than 80 ministers of the canonical 

church. According to Malyuk, the religious figures are mainly accused of such 

crimes as inciting inter-religious discord and treason.
317

 

Citizenship of Ukraine was stripped from 19 hierarchs of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church, which is prohibited by the country's constitution. Among 

them are Metropolitans Ionafan of Tulchyn and Bratslav (Yeletskikh), Meletii 

of Chernovtsi and Bukovyna (Egorenko), Irinei of Dnepropetrovsk and 

Pavlograd (Seredniy), Metropolitan Arseniy (Yakovenko), Metropolitan of 

Svyatogorsk, Metropolitan Mark (Petrovtsev), Metropolitan of Khust and 

Vinogradov, Archbishops Panteleimon (Bashchuk) of Buchansk and Viktor 

(Bykov) of Artsyzsk, and others. On 11 April 2023, the website of Vladimir 

Zelenskiy's office published a petition demanding that Metropolitan Onufry, the 

Primate of the UOC, be stripped of his Ukrainian citizenship.  

On 21 January 2023, the National Security and Defence Council imposed 

sanctions against two dozen Russian religious figures. 

In 2023, a new tactic of Ukrainian law enforcement agencies against 

believers of the canonical church was recorded. On 1 August, in the town of 

Horodenka, Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast, for the first time police dispersed UOC 

believers who had gathered for prayer in a private house, since previously all 

UOC churches in the region had been transferred to the OCU or closed by the 

authorities. The legal department of the UOC appealed to the specialized state 

structures of Ukraine with a demand to stop unlawful actions on the part of 

officials.
318
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Kiev's persecution of the canonical church has come to the attention of 

international human rights monitoring mechanisms. In November 2021, the UN 

Human Rights Committee expressed its concern. In particular, the Committee 

mentioned incidents of aggression, intimidation and vandalism in churches 

related to the process of reorganization of churches and religious communities 

from under the aegis of the UOC to under that of the OCU. The Human Rights 

Committee also referred to the inaction of the Ukrainian police in such incidents 

and the lack of information on the investigation of offenses.
319

 

In the OHCHR report on the human rights situation in Ukraine for the 

period from 1 August 2022, to 31 January 2023, in connection with the above 

described draft laws restricting the activities of the UOC, it is noted that "due to 

vague legal terminology and lack of sufficient justification" the norms of these 

draft laws cannot be considered as legally prescribed and necessary within the 

meaning of Article 18(3) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights. With regard to the searches conducted by the SBU in the structures of 

the UOC in late 2022, it is noted that the United Nations Human Rights 

Monitoring Mission in Ukraine is concerned that overall influence of "the 

actions of the state directed against the UOC may be discriminatory".
320

 

In addition, the report notes that in April 2023, the United Nations 

Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine documented a spike in hate 

speech and several incidents of violence against the UOC and its clergy. This 

included reports that discriminatory rhetoric and open calls for violence against 

UOC clergy and supporters were used by Ukrainian government officials, 

bloggers and opinion leaders. 

In addition, law enforcement failed to effectively address incidents of 

hate speech against the UOC.  
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In early 2024, the human rights organization Public Advocacy at the 

international revel recognized the violation of the rights of the UOC and that the 

Ukrainian authorities pursue a systematic policy of discrimination against this 

religious denomination and restrict the rights of its hierarchs and believers.
321

 

This statement was made after the publication of the joint request of the Special 

Rapporteurs of the United Nations Human Rights Council on freedom of 

religion or belief, on the rights of minorities and on the right to freedom of 

peaceful assembly and of association regarding violations of the rights of 

believers of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church recorded in Ukraine
322

 and the 

response of the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations Office and 

other international organizations in Geneva to this request on 29 January 2024. 

In their request, the special procedures of the HRC expressed concern about the 

persecution of the UOC and its believers, which, according to the Special 

Rapporteurs, is related to the lawful and peaceful exercise of the rights of the 

UOC believers to freedom of religion or belief, freedom of expression and 

freedom of association, enshrined in articles 18, 19 and 22 of the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Among other things, the request pointed 

to the fact that one of the hierarchs of the UOC had been served with suspicion 

of incitement to religious hatred and that his home had been searched, as well as 

to the fact that another hierarch of the Church had been sentenced to a real 

prison term. The Special Rapporteurs also drew attention to the decisions of 

Ukrainian courts encouraging the authorities to confiscate the Kiev-Pechersk 

Lavra used by the UOC, and to the numerous searches conducted by Ukrainian 

security forces in monasteries, offices, educational institutions and other 

premises of the UOC in November 2022. They also noted with concern the 

increasing number of manifestations of hatred and incitement to violence 
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against believers and clergy of the UOC in some areas of Ukraine, especially in 

the western regions.  

Public Defence human rights organization said that despite the the fact 

that violations committed against the believers of the UOC in 2022-2023 and 

earlier periods are obvious and that international human rights organizations 

have already articulated their position that the Ukrainian government is largely 

responsible for such actions, the response of the Permanent Mission of Ukraine 

to the UN Office and other international organizations to the Special 

Rapporteurs of the Human Rights Council was incomplete and in a number of 

points contained unreliable information.
323

 

The World Council of Churches also stated that the current version of the 

draft law No. 8371 aimed at banning the activity of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church violates international norms of freedom of religion and may divide 

Ukrainian society.
324

 The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker 

Türk, while presenting the report on Ukraine to the UN Human Rights Council 

on 19 December 2023, also pointed out that such actions of the Ukrainian 

authorities threaten freedom of religion and do not comply with the norms of 

international law.
325

 

In addition, lawyer Robert Amsterdam from Amsterdam & Partners 

appealed to US President Joe Biden, British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen to persuade Zelenskiy 

not to ban the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. In his letter to the mentioned 

politicians, the lawyer assessed the proposed ban of the UOC as "an overly 

punitive attack that will cause serious harm to Orthodox Ukrainians."
326
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At the same time, Romanian MEP Maria Grapini sent a written request to 

the European Commission about the violation of the religious rights of the 

Romanian minority in Ukraine.
327

 

Moreover, experts point out that many major pro-Western NGOs, 

including Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and Freedom House, 

have not reported on violations of religious freedom in Ukraine, although they 

have documented similar violations in other countries (with some exception of 

Human Rights Watch, which reported on the aggression against UOC priests 

and SBU searches only in 2019).
328
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Banning of the Russian language and Ukrainization of public life 

Since Ukraine gained its independence, the authorities have pursued a 

policy of forced Ukrainization of all spheres of public life and the assimilation 

of all ethnic groups living in the country in order to create a mono-ethnic state. 

These processes accelerated significantly after the 2014 coup d'état. At the same 

time, Kiev's policy toward different national communities has taken on a 

differential character, which contradicts the Constitution of Ukraine, which 

guarantees equal rights and freedoms to all citizens.  

Legally, Crimean Tatars, Krymchaks and Karaites are in a privileged 

position in Ukraine, now constituting no more than 0.1 per cent of the 

population, according to the most optimistic estimates in Kiev. However, these 

privileges were legalized quite recently: The Law on the Indigenous Peoples of 

Ukraine
329

 was adopted in July 2021 in the interests of these groups. It stipulates 

their right to study in their native language, to establish their own educational 

institutions and mass media, and also guarantees them protection from 

assimilation (other national minorities were not granted this privilege).  

As for other nationalities, the Kiev regime has pursued a consistent policy 

of adopting laws aimed at ensuring the dominant role of the Ukrainian language 

and restricting, with varying degrees of severity, the opportunities for the use of 

other languages in the public sphere. The Russian language, which is the mother 

tongue of millions of Ukrainians – not only ethnic Russians, but also 

Belarusians, Ukrainians, Armenians, Jews, Greeks and representatives of other 

nationalities – is subjected to the greatest repression. Therefore, the rights of the 

Russian and Russian-speaking population have been most restricted, as the Kiev 

regime's efforts have led to a step-by-step legislative restriction of the linguistic 

rights of ethnic Russians and numerous Russian-speaking representatives of 

other nationalities.  
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For example, in 2017, the Law on Education
330

 was adopted, which 

obliges the Ukrainian educational institutions to provide education only in the 

state language from 2020. Only preschools and elementary schools were 

allowed to teach in minority languages. 

According to the opinion of the Council of Europe's Venice 

Commission,
331

 many provisions of this Law are discriminatory. The PACE 

resolution on the Protection and Promotion of Regional and Minority 

Languages in Europe also criticizes it.
332

 In particular, the author of the report 

on the subject of the resolution, Hungarian MP Rózsa Hoffman, said: "I firmly 

believe that in adopting the new legislation, the country has failed to comply 

with its international obligations and the standards of the Council of Europe." In 

December 2018, the then OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, 

Lamberto Zannier, stressed that Ukraine "must remain a space for all 

nationalities with different languages, which they should have the right to 

use."
333

 

In April 2019, the Law on Ensuring the Functioning of the Ukrainian 

Language as the State Language
334

 was adopted, which enshrined the use of the 

Ukrainian language in all spheres of public life, except for private 

communication and religious ceremonies. According to the Law, any attempt to 

introduce official multilingualism in Ukraine is recognized as actions aimed at 

forcibly changing or overthrowing the constitutional order.  

The decision of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine in February 2018 

preceded this Law. This decision declared unconstitutional the Law on the 

Principles of State Language Policy,
335

 according to which Russian was a 

regional language in certain regions of the country (in 13 out of 24 regions). 
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Later, at the instigation of some "language activists," Ukrainian courts stripped 

Russian of its regional status in these areas.  

In accordance with the Law on Ensuring the Functioning of the Ukrainian 

Language as the State Language, two bodies, the Office of the Commissioner 

for the Protection of the Official Language and the National Commission on 

Ukrainian Language Standards, were established in 2019 to monitor the 

implementation of legal acts on language. In reality, the Office of the 

Commissioner performs the functions of a repressive mechanism, since its 

responsibilities include monitoring compliance with the requirements set forth 

in the language laws, including conducting official investigations and proposing 

the imposition of disciplinary or administrative sanctions on individuals or 

organizations that violate the language laws. In 2022 a legal provision imposing 

liability for debasing or disparaging the Ukrainian language came into effect 

thus enlarging the powers of the Commissioner. The system of fines introduced 

is impressive, ranging from 200 to 400 minimum wages.  

On 21 June 2019, a group of 51 MPs of the Verkhovnaya Rada of 

Ukraine filed a submission to the Constitutional Court of Ukraine (CCU) raising 

the issue of the constitutionality of the Law on Ensuring the Functioning of the 

Ukrainian Language as the State Language with regard to the restrictions it 

imposes on the right of citizens to use and protect their native language and the 

right to develop the linguistic identity of indigenous peoples and national 

minorities of Ukraine.
336

 One of the initiators of the appeal to the court, 

Novynskiy, noted that instead of regulating public relations in the field of 

language policy in a multinational state, this law pits Ukrainian- and Russian-
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speaking citizens against each other.
337

 On 14 July 2021, the CCU issued a 

ruling recognizing this Law as constitutional.
338

  

In addition to the Russian language, the languages of other national 

minorities, especially Hungarian, were also subject to restrictions. In December 

2020, after the Commissioner for the Protection of Official Languages Taras 

Kremen requested the Ukrainian Prosecutor General, all decisions of the 

Beregovskiy and Vinogradovskiy district councils in Transcarpathia on the 

functioning of regional languages were declared illegal and revoked.
339

  

Since the adoption of the Law on Ensuring the Functioning of the 

Ukrainian Language as a State Language, its provisions have gradually come 

into force.  

Article 32 of the Law, which defines the state language as the language of 

advertising in Ukraine, entered into force on 16 January 2020. The exceptions 

are the same as in other areas: Print media and advertisements may be published 

in any EU language. The corresponding amendments have been introduced into 

the Law on Advertising.  

On 16 July 2020, additional provisions of the Law came into force, 

introducing the Ukrainian language into the scientific sphere. The new 

regulations allow the use of official EU languages in addition to Ukrainian for 

the publication of scientific works; however, such publications should 

necessarily include an abstract in Ukrainian. Since then, dissertations, 

monographs, and abstracts should be written in Ukrainian or English. Their 

defence and public scholarly events should also be carried out in the same 

languages.  
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Article 30 of the Law introducing the Ukrainian language in the service 

sector entered into force on 16 January 2021. 

Since 16 July 2021, a new stage of Ukrainization of all spheres of public 

life has been launched in the country. It involves the entry into force of 

Articles 23 and 26 of the Law on Language, according to which all cultural and 

mass events should be held in the Ukrainian language, including theatrical 

performances, concerts, and show programmes. The production of banners and 

posters in foreign languages is not allowed, except for the names of authors, 

performers, or performing groups. Information stands, audio-video guides, 

brochures and labels on exhibits in museums, galleries and exhibition halls 

should be in the state language. Films in other languages shown on television or 

in cinemas are subject to mandatory dubbing into Ukrainian. As for publishing 

houses, they are required to publish at least 50 per cent of the total annual 

printed books in Ukrainian. Tourism and guided tours have also fallen under 

Ukrainization. At the same time, mandatory Ukrainian language certification 

was introduced for candidates applying for civil service positions.  

On 16 January 2022, a new provision of the Law on Language 

concerning the media came into force in Ukraine. Beginning in January 2022, 

national print media are required to publish a mandatory Ukrainian copy of 

editions published in a non-state language (for regional media, the same 

regulation will come into effect in July 2024). Russian language content is 

available as an additional option only. In July 2024, the quota for TV and radio 

programmes and films in Ukrainian will be increased to 90 per cent for national 

TV channels and 80 per cent for regional channels (currently 75 and 60 per 

cent, respectively). 

The law prohibits press advertising in languages other than Ukrainian. 

Exceptions are made for English, official EU languages, and indigenous 

languages. In this regard, the Opposition Platform – For Life political party 

(banned in March 2022, along with the other 17 (as of January 2023) political 
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parties in Ukraine) issued a statement where it called the destruction of Russian 

language print media as discrimination and humiliation of millions of Russian-

speaking citizens of Ukraine. The party noted that the introduced norm will 

make it unprofitable to publish media in Russian and impossible for Russian-

speaking citizens of Ukraine to receive information in their native language.  

From 16 July 2022, in accordance with the latest provisions of the Law 

on Language, which came into force, all websites and social media pages of 

state authorities, local self-government bodies, enterprises, institutions and 

organizations registered in Ukraine should load the Ukrainian language version 

by default. All items with installed computer programs should have a Ukrainian 

language interface. Also from this day on, individuals may be fined for using 

the Russian language if its use is deemed to violate the provisions of the 

aforementioned law.  

It is worth noting that due to a strong backlash from several European 

countries, first of all Hungary, against the discriminatory provisions of the Law 

on Education, a provision was included in the Law on Ensuring the Functioning 

of the Ukrainian Language as the State Language, according to which members 

of national minorities whose languages are official in the European Union have 

the right to continue their general secondary education in their mother tongue 

until 1 September 2023, if they started their general secondary education before 

1 September 2018. In June 2023, the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine approved a 

bill to extend this period for another year, i.e. until 1 September 2024.
340

 

However, the new norms did not apply to other national minorities. Thus, the 

Russian language is doubly discriminated against (in relation to both the state 

language and the official languages of the EU), which was again pointed out by 

the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe,
341

 which reacted to the 

contradiction between the Law on Language and Ukraine's international 
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obligations, and also expressed fears that the Law could create inter-ethnic 

tensions in society. OHCHR supported the Commission's assessments and 

recommendations.
342

 

Nevertheless, Kiev ignored the recommendations of the Venice 

Commission. The next step towards the establishment of a mono-ethnic 

language regime in the multi-ethnic state was the adoption of the Law on 

Complete Secondary Education on 16 January 2020.
343

 The document 

introduced three teaching models that depend on the language spoken by the 

students. Provision was made for teaching Ukraine's indigenous peoples (which 

in Ukrainian law refers to the Crimean Tatars, Krymchaks, and Karaites) in 

their native languages throughout their studies. Representatives of national 

minorities whose languages are official languages of the European Union have 

the opportunity to receive education in these languages for the first four years, 

after which the number of subjects taught in Ukrainian will gradually increase 

from 20 to 60 per cent by the ninth grade. For all other students, the proportion 

of instruction in the state language should reach 80-100 per cent by the fifth 

grade.  

As the result of a number of the laws adopted, including the Laws on 

Education, on General Secondary Education and On Ensuring Functioning of 

the Ukrainian Language as the State Language, the Russian language was 

subjected to triple discrimination in the Ukrainian state: in respect of the state 

language, official languages of the EU and indigenous people's languages.  

As a result of the Kiev authorities' policy of squeezing out the Russian 

language, beginning from 2020, Russian-language schools in Ukraine have 

virtually ceased to exist. From September 2022, Ukrainian school curricula no 

longer provide for the teaching of subjects in Russian and the study of Russian 

either as a subject or as an elective. 
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A report published on 30 April 2024 by Commissioner for the Protection 

of the State Language Taras Kremen, indicated that there are only three schools 

left in Ukraine where Russian is taught as a subject. Over the past two years, the 

number of schoolchildren studying Russian has decreased from 454,800 to 

768 children.
344

 

In addition, the oppressed status of the Russian language (defined as "the 

language of a national minority that is the state (official) language of the state 

recognized by the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine as an aggressor state or an 

occupying state") is clearly spelled out in the 2022 Law on National Minorities 

(Communities) of Ukraine (as amended on 21 September and 8 December 2023, 

in response to criticism voiced by the Venice Commission). Previously, it was 

planned to restore some rights related to the use of the Russian language five 

years after the lifting of martial law, but the amendments adopted in December 

2023 (the Law "On Amending Certain Laws of Ukraine Concerning the 

Consideration of the Expert Assessment of the Council of Europe and its Bodies 

On the Rights of National Minorities (Communities) in Specific Spheres") made 

the restrictions indefinite. In this way, the total discrimination of the Russian 

language in Ukraine has now been enshrined in law. 

It is indicative that the Ukrainian authorities were not ready to implement 

these restrictive innovations. Before this comprehensive transition to the 

Ukrainian language in education, the second half of June 2022 was marked by a 

centralized evaluation of school library stocks to provide all educational 

institutions with student books. However, the resources found were not 

sufficient to implement the requirements of the law. Students' parents said that 

the schools were not able to provide the children with books, and they were 

advised to buy them at their own expense.
345
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The school year 2020/2021 has shown that the implementation of the Law 

on Education was carried out following the most rigid scenario, with the 

situation being aggravated in certain regions by the local authorities. In Lvov, 

for example, the Ukrainization of the Russian Lyceum No. 45, one of the city's 

most prestigious educational institutions, where about 1,000 children of different 

ethnicities studied, was presented as a special "achievement." The headmaster, 

who actively promoted the teaching of the Russian language, was forced to 

resign in order to give his position to a person who advocated the abandonment 

of the Russian language and who had no previous connection with the lyceum.  

In order to "squeeze out" the Russian language, the forces of "civil 

society" (often radical organizations) were also involved, who, with the 

indulgence of the authorities, organized various aggressive actions against 

teachers who continued to use the Russian language. In March 2020 the 

nationalists started to harass the teachers of the Lyceum in Lvov. The teachers 

were accused of the "propaganda of the Russian world" and "Russification of 

the Ukrainian children".
346

 The same happened to the honoured teacher of 

Ukraine Pavel Viktor. In April 2020, nationalists launched an aggressive 

campaign because of the video class in physics which he filmed in Russian.
347

 

In November 2020, Valery Gromov, a professor at the National Technical 

University "Dneprovskaya Politekhnika" (Dnepr/Dnepropetrovsk), was forced 

to resign under pressure exercised by the university administration after a 

student formally complained about him lecturing in Russian.
348

  

In general, the Ukrainian government's education policy has led to a 

decrease in the number of Russian-language schools in the country since 2013, 

from 1,275 to 25 in the 2021/2022 school year.  
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As already mentioned, in 2022 Ukraine finished the process of 

"squeezing out" the Russian language from the educational sphere: in 

2022/2023, secondary school curricula did not include subjects in Russian. 

There were also no compulsory or optional courses where the Russian language 

would be taught. All works of Russian and Soviet (except for Ukrainian) 

authors have been removed from the literary programmes of Ukrainian 

schools.
349

 The Ukrainian Ministry of Culture and Information Policy developed 

recommendations to exclude Russian literature considered propagandistic from 

libraries. These works, according to representatives of the Ministry, "will be 

sent to waste paper for the printing of Ukrainian books". In 2022, about 

11,000,000 Russian-language books were written off and destroyed in public 

libraries as part of the "derussification" programme.
350

 This continued in 2023. 

On 5 October 2023, more than 400,000 books in Russian and publications of 

Russian authors were removed from the libraries in the Kiev Oblast.
351

 

At the same time, repressions were launched against Russian-speaking 

teachers. On 7 February 2022, Kiev schools (Lyceum No. 303 and 

School No. 152) fired two teachers for using the Russian language in class. 

They were fired leave after the auditing conducted in the two educational 

institutions by the Office of the Commissioner for the Protection of the State 

Language. Teachers were reprimanded before being dismissed.  

The Ukrainian authorities have also actively banned any public use of the 

Russian language. On 9 February 2022, Commissioner for the Protection of the 

State Language, Taras Kremen, addressed the mayors of a number of Ukrainian 

cities with a demand to dismantle the outdoor advertising, billboards and signs 

installed in violation of the Law on Language. The message informing about 

this demand was published on the Facebook page of Taras Kremen. In 
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particular, it mentioned the letters being sent to the heads of Kiev, Kharkov, 

Odessa, Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk), Zaporozhye, Nikolaev, Kherson, Sumy, 

Poltava, Chernigov, Cherkassy, Chernovtsy, Kropivnitskiy (formerly 

Kirovograd), Uzhgorod, Kremenchug, Beregovo, Mariupol, Kramatorsk, 

Bakhmut (formerly Artemovsk) and Krivoy Rog, as well as to the heads of 

military and civil administrations of Volnovakha, Slavyansk, Severodonetsk, 

and Lisichansk cities. 

In April 2022, Taras Kremen publicly called for the abolition of teaching 

in the Russian language in all educational institutions of the country since 

1 September 2023.
352

 His proposal was to replace Russian with other subjects, 

such as Ukrainian history or English, and until then, he suggested that teachers 

should explain to Russian-speaking children before each Russian lesson that 

their mother tongue was by definition the language of the aggressor, which it 

was shameful to speak. Taras Kremen also said that the programme of foreign 

literature should be revised, since it places a significant emphasis on the study 

of the works of Russian writers. On 11 April 2022, he called for the elimination 

of the Russian names of settlements, supporting the idea with the slogan 

"Ukraine for Ukrainians".
353

 Moreover, on 31 October 2023 he said that 

students and teachers should also speak only in Ukrainian during breaks 

between classes.
354

 

The Kiev authorities do not stop at the exclusion of the Russian language 

from education and scientific life. In mid-December 2022, the Verkhovnaya 

Rada of Ukraine passed in the first reading draft law No. 7633 on banning the 

use of "Russian sources of information" in education, which provides for a ban 

on the use of Russian-language literature in science and education. The 

document envisages amendments to the Law on Education, which will stipulate 
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that Ukrainian educational programmes cannot contain references to literature 

and information sources published in Ukraine in the state language by citizens 

or legal entities of the Russian Federation. Similar changes are envisaged in the 

Law on Scientific and Scientific-Technical Activity. All this is being introduced 

for the sake of "protecting Ukraine's educational and information space from the 

influence of the Russian imperialism".
355

 In fact, this means a complete ban on 

scientific literature published in Russian, on the territory of Russia or by 

Russian citizens. Russian-language sources may no longer be used in schools, 

universities, or for scientific work.  

Previous obstacles introduced by the Ukrainian authorities to the import 

of Russian books (in the form of refusal to issue licenses) have already had 

negative consequences. According to Strana.UA (a Ukrainian online 

newspaper), between November 2019 and 8 July 2020, not a single Russian 

publication was imported to Ukraine and not a single license was issued.  

Not only fiction, but also specialized literature fell under the restrictions, 

which led to its shortage. The shortage of up-to-date scientific works on 

virology became particularly acute during the pandemic.
356

 

On 14 March 2022, the Television and Radio Broadcasting Committee of 

Ukraine announced a ban on the import and distribution of all publishing 

products from Russia, including to "prevent Russia's cultural and informational 

influence on Ukrainians".
357

  

In addition, in June 2022, laws were passed prohibiting the import and 

distribution of books and other publishing products from Russia and Belarus, 

and the publication and sale of books authored by Russian citizens.  
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Since 2017, there has been a ban on access to 468 Russian websites and 

social media platforms on Ukrainian territory, including Yandex, Mail.ru, 

VKontakte, and Odnoklassniki, as well as software products from 1C, 

Kaspersky Lab, and Doctor Web. In September 2020, the secretary of the 

National Security and Defence Council, O. Danilov, said that the Ukrainian 

security services intended to track and register users of the above-mentioned 

social networks.
358

 

Despite the imposed legal restrictions, programmes in Russian were still 

in demand (now Russian-language programmes are almost non-existent), 

although the Ukrainian authorities were trying to combat this. It is indicative 

that on 13 January 2022, the National Television and Radio Broadcasting 

Council of Ukraine announced during an online meeting that it would conduct 

checks on Ukrainian channels due to the abundance of Russian-language 

content on New Year's Eve.  

Simultaneously, the provisions of the law "On Television and Radio 

Broadcasting"
359

 (this law was repealed due to the adoption of the law "On 

Media") prohibited the broadcasting of films and programmes with the 

participation of "banned" actors. In accordance with the law "On 

Cinematography"
360

, Ukraine is not allowed to show films and TV series about 

Russian security forces, as well as Russian TV and film productions created 

after 2014.  

In June 2022, the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine passed laws banning the 

public performance of Russian songs and their use on radio and television. 

Import and distribution of books and other publishing products from the 

Russian Federation and Belarus, publication and sale of books authored by 

Russian citizens were also banned (the laws came into force in June 2023). 
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On 7 October 2022, the law "On Amendments to Certain Laws of 

Ukraine on Support of National Musical Productions and Restriction of Public 

Usage of Music by an Aggressor State"
361

 came into force. In accordance with 

this law the broadcasting of Russian music on television, radio and in public 

places, as well as tours of performers from Russia is prohibited.  

The Law "On Media", which came into force in March 2023, tightens 

language quotas – from January 2024 the share of Ukrainian language on 

national and regional television should increase from 75 per cent to 90 per cent, 

on local TV channels – from 60 per cent to 80 per cent. In accordance with the 

amendments introduced by the Law of 8 December 2023 "On Amending 

Certain Laws of Ukraine Regarding the Consideration of the Expert Assessment 

of the Council of Europe and its Bodies on the Rights of National Minorities 

(Communities) in Certain Spheres", for TV and radio broadcasters who, in 

addition to the state language, broadcast in indigenous or minority languages, 

which are official languages of the European Union or to which the provisions 

of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages apply, this 

threshold is reduced to 30 per 

cent. At the same time, the Law explicitly states that these provisions do 

not apply to the Russian language. 

It should be noted that even before the adoption of this law, nationalists 

were actively involved in the fight against the public singing of Russian songs 

and, in general, against the use of the Russian language in everyday life. Thus, 

since the beginning of 2021, unofficial unions radicalized against the Russian 

language – "language activists"
362

, consisting mainly of young people, have 

become active in Lvov.
363

 In the city, they are remembered for a number of 

actions of the relevant direction. For example, "language activists" demanded 

that the administration of "Puzata Khata" stop broadcasting Russian music in 
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the establishment and sent a complaint to the head office of the chain of 

establishments. Such "figures" provoked a conflict in the city center with an 

animator who worked to Russian music. Another clash took place in the 

"AzArt" hookah café between the "activist blogger", Andreyev, and one of the 

café owners. V. Andreyev as an ultimatum demanded from the owner to turn off 

the Russian music that was playing in the place, to which he refused and was 

expelled. Unable to continue the confrontation in person, the blogger published 

a critical post on social media and appealed to the city administration to check 

the establishment. 

The pressure on citizens who use the Russian language in everyday life 

was not limited to formal measures. For example, on 5 March 2021, in Lvov, 

nationalists assaulted two street musicians who were performing songs in 

Russian. The local police did not respond to this illegal attack as they should 

have done.
364

 

There have also been cases of discrimination against Russian-speaking 

customers in a number of catering establishments, especially in Western 

Ukraine. For example, the administration of the New York Street Pizza cafe in 

Chernovtsi displayed a crossed-out image of a pig painted in Russian flag 

colours on its entrance. In response to the journalists' appeals, the administrator 

of the establishment said: "Such visitors refuse to communicate in English and 

in Ukrainian. And we, on principle, do not communicate in Russian. It's our 

language policy."
365

  

On 30 May 2022, a video from Lvov appeared on the Internet showing a 

volunteer refusing to provide the UN humanitarian aid to refugees from the 

eastern part of Ukraine because they spoke Russian. When asked, the volunteer 
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told the women that he did not understand them and demanded that they address 

him in Ukrainian. A nearby police officer pointed out to the refugees that it was 

forbidden to film the volunteer and, in response to their indignation, threatened 

to take the outraged women to the police station. 

On 2 June 2023, a minor from Odessa singing Viktor Tsoi songs in 

Russian was detained in Lvov on the application of Natalia Pipa (she was one of 

the initiators of the notorious Bill No. 7213 against the UOC), an MP from the 

"Golos" party, who called the police. After the detention, he was sent from the 

police station to a shelter for minors in Lvov, where he spent a week because his 

disabled mother could not come and pick him up in person.
366

 

According to statements made by Ukrainian officials, the authorities are 

purposefully pursuing a policy of elimination of the Russian-speaking space in 

Ukraine. In particular, the Secretary of the National Security and Defence 

Council of Ukraine Aleksey Danilov openly stated that "the Russian language 

should disappear from the territory of Ukraine".
367

  

Moreover, Ukrainian officials deny the Russian population the very right 

to exist on Ukrainian territory. In November 2023, Deputy Prime Minister for 

European and Euro-Atlantic Integration Olga Stefanishina stated that there is 

"no Russian minority in the country, it does not exist".
368

 Subsequently, this 

view was supported by the speaker of the Verkhovnaya Rada, 

Ruslan Stefanchuk. 

Some Ukrainian officials have also been harassed for using the Russian 

language. On 13 January 2023, Kharkov Mayor Igor Terekhov sued the 

language ombudsman Taras Kremen for repeatedly fining him for using the 

Russian language. Previously, in November 2022, he had been fined for using a 

non-state language while speaking on the Ukrainian national telethon. At the 
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same time, he was given a warning for the fact that the social pages of the 

mayor of Kharkov are in Russian. In response, Igor Terekhov said that he would 

continue to use Russian in his communication with Kharkov citizens, as it is 

spoken by 80 per cent of the citizens. 

Meanwhile, the data from a sociological survey conducted by the Kiev 

International Institute of Sociology (KIIS) in February 2020 showed that 33 per 

cent of respondents believe that the state should provide all Russian-speaking 

citizens throughout Ukraine with the right to receive their school education in 

Russian. 40 per cent of the respondents consider that the Russian-speaking 

population should have that right in those regions where the majority of the 

population so wishes, but not throughout all Ukraine. Another 24 per cent of 

respondents consider the state should not support such a right. In addition, 37 

per cent of respondents believe that the state should provide Russian-speaking 

citizens throughout Ukraine with the right to communicate with government 

officials in Russian, while another 31 per cent believe this should be applied in 

those regions where the majority of the population wants this, but not 

throughout all of Ukraine, and 28 per cent of respondents believe that the state 

should not support such a right.
369

 

Furthermore, according to the results of another KIIS survey conducted in 

April 2020, 48.8 per cent of respondents believe that the Russian language is 

part of Ukraine's historical heritage, and should be developed.
370

 

Against this background, it is obvious that all the above-mentioned laws 

adopted by the Kiev regime are directed against the Russian language and their 

purpose is to narrow its use. The following examples may be provided. In 

October 2020, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine approved the Concept of the 

State Target Social Programme of National-Patriotic Education until 2025
371
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which published the data of a sociological survey showing that less than half of 

the country's population – only 46 per cent – uses the Ukrainian language in 

family and household communication. It is noted that this indicator corresponds 

to zero in the Donbass. This situation is qualified by the Ukrainian authorities as 

"threatening".
372

  

This demonstrates that, contrary to what the Kiev authorities claim, the 

underlying goal of legal management of the language field in Ukraine is not at 

all the popularization and development of the Ukrainian language, but a forced 

change in the linguistic identity of non-Ukrainian-speaking citizens living in the 

country. 

This set of legislative measures, aimed at the gradual squeezing of the 

Russian language out of public life, contradicts both national legislation and 

Ukraine's international obligations. In particular, the policy of Ukrainianization 

conflicts with Article 10 of the Constitution of Ukraine, which guarantees free 

development, use and protection of Russian and other languages of national 

minorities of Ukraine; with Article 22, which states that the content and scope 

of existing rights and freedoms may not be restricted when new laws are 

adopted or when existing documents are amended; and with Article 53, which 

states the right of national minorities to study in their native language. 

The provisions of the above acts contradict Ukraine's obligations under 

the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Council of Europe's Framework 

Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages, the Convention for the Protection of Human 

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and a number of soft law acts: The UN 

Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious 
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and Linguistic Minorities, the Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the 

Conference on the Human Dimension of the OSCE, the Concluding Document 

of the Vienna OSCE Meeting, and The Hague Declaration on the Rights of 

National Minorities to Education. 

It should be noted that all measures aimed at squeezing the Russian 

language out of public life of Ukraine were adopted, as indicated above, despite 

critics from the international human rights structures. The OSCE High 

Commissioner on National Minorities and the OHCHR have expressed their 

comments about the discriminatory legislative measures taken by the Ukrainian 

authorities. It is also worth highlighting the opinion delivered by the Venice 

Commission of the Council of Europe regarding the law "On Education" 

(December 2017)
373

, which confirmed the existence of discriminatory 

provisions in the document, and regarding the Law "On the functioning of the 

Ukrainian language as the official language" (December 2019)
374

, which 

pointed out the inconsistencies between its provisions and Ukraine's 

international obligations. The Commission's assessments and recommendations 

were supported by OHCHR.
375
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Sowing hatred towards Russians and discriminating against them  

In addition to the elimination of the Russian language from all facets of 

Ukrainian society, there have been ongoing initiatives to spread hostility toward 

Russian citizens and the Russian culture as a whole. Such activities were not 

only not condemned or responded to by the authorities, but were also 

undertaken by the Ukrainian leadership itself. For example, President Zelenskiy, 

in an interview
376

 published on August 5, 2021, advised Russians to get out of 

Ukraine. 

Hatred of Russians was openly propagandized on national and regional 

television channels. Russophobic statements and calls for the murder of 

Russians were regularly heard on air. For example, the official advertisement 

for the programme of Ukrainian journalist Yanina Sokolova on Channel 5 

sounded like this: "Turn on the 5th! This infuriates Muscovites!" In August 

2022, she said on the NTA TV channel that Russians could not be taken 

prisoner, they should be killed, adding that she wanted "all of them to be 

destroyed as quickly as possible."  

Journalist and TV presenter, former media director of the ZIK TV 

channel Ostap Drozdov has repeatedly publicly insulted Russian-speaking 

citizens arguing that the Russian language is not only foreign, but also 

"aggressively occupying and threatening" to Ukraine. He also called those who 

live in the country and speak Russian "the guarantors of war" arguing that such 

people should "disappear as a species." In November 2022, Olga Lakunova, a 

UAF member who returned from captivity as an exchange, stated that "the 

entire Russian population should be destroyed." Tellingly, she urged not to 

spare even children. 

In these and other cases, the issue is not even about the mental adequacy 

of the above-mentioned and similar characters, but about the policy of the 
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authorities, who allow such hate speech in public space and, moreover, do not 

condemn it. Similar statements by official Ukrainian figures themselves are also 

quoted in the text of the report. 

Russophobia spreads unhindered on the Internet and social networks. By 

now, many different publications, pictures, collages have been published that 

contain not just derogatory attitudes toward Russians, but that directly 

dehumanize them. Well-known are such abusive nicknames as "Colorado 

beetles", "vatniks", "orcs". Materials justifying the murders of Russians and 

calling for such are being actively circulated.  

Non-governmental organizations defending the interests of the Russian-

speaking population of Ukraine have repeatedly sent appeals to European 

regional and international structures, including the Council of Europe and the 

OSCE, to ensure the rights of the Russian-speaking community. However, there 

was no adequate reaction from these structures. According to non-governmental 

groups, the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities Kairat 

Abdrakhmanov did not meet with members of Russian communities or heads of 

Russian-language human rights organizations during his official visit to Ukraine 

in September 2021. Similarly, the meeting of Marija Pejčinović Burić, Secretary 

General of the Council of Europe, with Russian-speaking human rights activists 

was not organized.
377

 The specialized structures of the European Union, to 

which the current Ukraine is so keen to be admitted, blatantly ignore the dismal 

human rights situation in that country. 

The position of our compatriots in Ukraine has recently substantially 

deteriorated due to the unprecedented Russophobic hysteria generated by the 

Kiev-controlled media. Ukrainian officials make serious efforts in this area. So, 

in response to the fraudulent staged-up action in Bucha, Culture Minister 

Aleksandr Tkachenko stated in an interview with 1+1 TV channel that "there is 
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no mention of good Russians, as there are no good Russians" and urged people 

to fight them all over the world. The advisor to the President of Ukraine 

Anton Geraschenko called on in the social media "to find and punish" all 

civilians who cooperated with the Russian military servicemen in the Kiev 

Oblast. Boris Filatov, the mayor of Dnepropetrovsk (Dnepr) known for his hate 

of all things Russian, called on Facebook to "kill Russians all over the world 

and in large numbers." The secretary of the National Security and Defence 

Council, Alexei Danilov, called the Russians "rats" and "swine dogs" 

("schweinehund"), and called for "poisoning them" and "destroying them by all 

means". 

On 17 June 2022, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted 

Decree No. 692
378

 on withdrawal from the Agreement between the Government 

of the Russian Federation and the Government of Ukraine on visa-free travels 

of citizens of the Russian Federation and Ukraine of 16 January 1997, which 

expired on 1 January 2023, and on 10 April 2023, the Cabinet adopted a law on 

termination of the Agreement between the Government of the Russian 

Federation and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on the procedure of crossing 

the Russian-Ukrainian border by the residents of border regions of the Russian 

Federation and Ukraine of 18 October 2011. 

Russian journalists were de facto deprived of their rights to pursue 

activities in Ukraine by 2021. They were not allowed to events designated for 

the media, conducted by the state governmental institutions. Their accreditation 

requests were not taken into consideration. In 2021, the Kiev office of TASS 

was closed due to sanctions restrictions introduced against it. 

Russian compatriots continue to face a challenging scenario as their rights 

and liberties are frequently abused. In recent years, the rights of Russian-

speaking activists to inviolability of person, home, and property have been 
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constantly violated. They are subjected to intimidation and pressure from law 

enforcement agencies, intelligence services and nationalist groups. 

In December 2018, NCA officers searched the premises of members of 

the Russian-speaking community in Poltava. The coordinator of the All-

Ukrainian Coordinating Council of Russian Compatriot Organizations, Sergei 

Provatorov (who also heads the Ukraine's Russkoye Sodruzhestvo (Russian 

Commonwealth) association), had his Pushkin medal confiscated. 

Investigative activities were conducted in respect of the historian Yuriy 

Pogoda (a well-known researcher of the Great Northern War period), poet and 

publicist Victor Shestakov (head of the Poltava Oblast Russian Community). 

Criminal proceedings were brought against them under Article 110 of the 

Criminal Code of Ukraine ("attempts on territorial integrity"). 

In May 2019, the SBU conducted a search at the premises of Vladimir 

Saltykov, head of the Rus Transcarpathia Regional Association. They seized 

mobile communications devices and his personal computers. 

The arrest (in August 2020) on suspicion of treason (which is subject to a 

punishment in the form of imprisonment for a period of 12 to 15 years with 

confiscation of property) by the SBU officers of a Russian language and 

literature teacher, head of the non-government organization Russian National 

Community "Rusich", a distinguished teacher with long-term experience, 

Tatiana Kuzmich, who is widely known for her active work to promote the 

Russian language in Ukraine, has caused great public outcry. The Ukrainian 

security services accused her of the fact that during her stay in Crimea she 

allegedly "was involved by the FSB of Russia in espionage activities, 

transferred materials for conducting subversion activities in the Kherson Oblast 

and all over Ukraine" and that she was also involved in "creation of a spy 

network". It is worth noting that Tariana Kuzmich has paid regular visits to the 

peninsula since 2008 within the framework of her professional duties for taking 

part in the Great Russian Word Festival. The measure of restraint chosen for her 
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was remand in custody, however in the beginning of October 2020 she was 

released on bail.  

Since the start of the special military operation to denazify and 

demilitarize Ukraine and protect civilians in the Donbass, the Russian Foreign 

Ministry has received appeals from more than 5,000 Russian citizens staying in 

Ukraine. In most of the cases, these letters contained requests to inform about 

safe ways of evacuation from Ukraine to Russia and other countries. Many of 

our fellow citizens point to the violence unleashed in Ukrainian cities by 

members of the so-called Territory Defence Forces and others who obtained 

firearms through uncontrolled distribution, and also complain about the 

violation of their rights by the authorities in Kiev. 

Among those kept prisoner by Ukrainian authorities were over a hundred 

Russian sailors in the ports of Odessa and Izmail, as well as students from other 

countries attending Ukrainian colleges and crew members of maritime vessels. 

They were treated inappropriately and were subjected to physical abuse. The 

Russian sailors were released in several exchanges, the last of which did not 

take place until mid-October 2022. One of the sailors, unfortunately, did not 

live to see the release. Also truck drivers caught by the special military 

operation at the Ukrainian border were detained by the Kiev authorities. 

The Kiev regime governmental authorities take measures for restrictions 

on our citizens' rights. The National Bank of Ukraine became one of the first 

among such bodies that prohibited to the credit institutions in the country to 

perform any currency operations using the Russian ruble. This step made by the 

regulator left thousands of persons in the country without means of subsistence. 

On 1 March 2022 all mobile operators in Ukraine banned communication 

for phones with Russian numbers.
379

  

The private property rights of Russians are also violated. The Ukrainian 

law titled "On the Main Principles of Compulsory Seizure of Property in 

                                                           
379

 https://www.gazeta.ru/social/news/2022/03/03/17376829.shtml 

https://www.gazeta.ru/social/news/2022/03/03/17376829.shtml


163 

Ukraine of the Russian Federation and its Residents"
380

 came into force on 

7 March 2022. The law allows for the extrajudicial seizure of movable and 

immovable property, money, bank deposits, and other items by the decision of 

the National Security and Defence Council, which was implemented by 

presidential decree, without providing any sort of compensation. 

On November 2, 2022 the decision to halt processing of Russian citizen 

applications for immigration and residency permits during the duration of 

martial law was made by the Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers.
381

 

On 30 December 2022 Vladimir Zelenskiy signed Law No. 8224 "On 

National Minorities (Communities) of Ukraine", adopted by the Parliament on 

13 December 2022, according to which ethnic Russians, or as they are veiled in 

the text – "who identify their affiliation by ethnic origin with the state 

recognized in Ukraine and/or international organizations as the state-terrorist 

(aggressor-state)", for the duration of martial law in Ukraine and for six months 

after its lifting, are limited in virtually all rights and freedoms, including the 

right to peaceful assembly, to receive funding, to establish consultative bodies 

under local administrations, and the right to participate in international 

activities. 

The provisions of this law were criticized in the report of the Venice 

Commission of 12 June 2023, therefore, in order to remove obstacles to 

European integration, on 21 September 2023, the Verkhovnaya Rada of Ukraine 

voted to amend the law on national minorities. At the same time, these 

amendments do not imply any real expansion of the rights and freedoms of 

Ukraine's national minorities, and even impose additional restrictions on 

Russian-speaking citizens.
382
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Manifestations of antisemitism 

Modern Ukraine has the full spectrum of manifestations of xenophobia. 

Large-scale efforts to glorify Ukrainian Nazi collaborators, who also organized 

and participated in the extermination of the Jewish population in the country 

during World War II, have led to a significant increase in manifestations of 

antisemitism. 

It went so far as to directly borrow the methods used by the Nazis (which 

the Ukrainian authorities began to demonstrate widely in 2022). The first and 

very revealing incident in this respect was the case involving the Jewish 

community of Kolomyia. On 11 February 2020, Yakov Zalitsker, head of the 

Jewish community of the city, received a letter on behalf of the National Police 

Department in the Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast demanding to provide the 

department with a comprehensive list of all residents of this nationality, 

including students, their addresses and contacts. This request was explained as 

being part of the fight against organized crime.
383

 

According to a survey conducted by the Anti-Defamation League, 

Ukraine is the second most antisemitic country in Europe. In 2016, 32 per cent 

of Ukrainians admitted to being intolerant of Jews, and by 2019 the proportion 

was 46 per cent.
384

 At the same time, the position of this US-based non-

governmental organization towards Ukraine has recently softened. According to 

the 2023 monitoring data, the level of antisemitism was 29 per cent.
385

 

Furthermore, in March 2022, the organization began to justify the neo-Nazi 

Kiev regime having published an interview with David Fishman, professor of 

Jewish history at the Jewish Theological Seminary, where he said that 
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neo-Nazis in Ukraine were a small and very marginal group with no political 

influence and who didn't attack Jews.
386

 

According to the Kantor Center Antisemitism Worldwide Report, the 

number of recorded incidents of antisemitism in Ukraine in 2020 has increased 

compared to past levels.
387

 

The 2020 Antisemitism in Ukraine Report
388

 by the United Jewish 

Community of Ukraine mentions, among other things, attacks on synagogues in 

Vinnytsia and Mariupol, and an attempted arson attack on a synagogue in 

Kherson on 20 April 2020. The investigation into the latter incident revealed 

that the perpetrators supported Nazi ideology and tried to set fire to the 

synagogue building to celebrate the anniversary of Hitler's birth in this way. 

On 19 January 2020, a memorial sign commemorating 15,000 Jews 

exterminated in the Holocaust was desecrated in Krivoy Rog, Dnepropetrovsk 

Oblast.  

On 20 February 2020, an unidentified man in camouflage burst into the 

synagogue in Vinnitsa and attacked a member of the congregation, shouting 

"beat the Jews!"  

On 15 June 2020, an announcement was circulated on the Internet, 

including Facebook, about the 1st all-Ukrainian competition-festival of 

contemporary music "Gonta-fest," named after the organizer of the Uman 

massacre, Ivan Gonta.
389

 

On 11 September 2020, a sign in Ukrainian/Hebrew appeared in the 

Kozerog cafe in Uman, Cherkasy Oblast, stating that "Hasidim are not 

served/Hasidim are not allowed in." 
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On the night of 24-25 October 2020, in Melitopol, Zaporozhye Oblast, 

unknown persons desecrated the monument "Crying for the Unborn," set up in 

memory of Holocaust victims. 

In December 2020, employees of the Southeast Interregional Department 

of the Ukrainian Institute of National Memory used images with antisemitic 

content in their presentation materials. 

In 2021, the total number of antisemitic incidents was slightly higher than 

in 2020. At the same time, there was an increase in the number of antisemitic 

vandalism cases, which peaked during Hanukkah celebrations in late November 

and early December 2021. At that time, six Hanukkiahs and the Holocaust 

memorial in Lysychansk were damaged as a result of antisemitic vandalism.
390

 

The manifestations of antisemitism in Ukraine in 2021 include: vandalism 

of a memorial sign erected on the site of a former ghetto in Khmelnytskiy, 

destruction of a memorial to Holocaust victims in the village of Novy Pikov, 

Kalynivskiy district, Vinnytsia Oblast, and distribution of xenophobic flyers in 

Lvov by the Galician Youth organization (May); desecration and destruction of 

10 tombstones at the Radvanka Jewish cemetery in Uzhgorod (June); threats by 

nationalists against Hasidim visiting Uman to celebrate the Jewish New Year 

(September); insulting inscriptions and swastikas on an information stand near 

the Jewish cemetery in Boguslav in the Kiev Oblast and on the gates of a 

synagogue in Nikolaev, removal of a historical Yiddish inscription on a 

residential building in Lvov (October); and another music festival " Let's Repeat 

Koliivshchyna"
391

 in Kiev (also in October). In late 2021, there were also 

antisemitic incidents, which the perpetrators timed to coincide with the Jewish 

holiday of Hanukkah in Rovno. According to reports from the United Jewish 

Community of Ukraine, vandals damaged a Hanukkiah lamp in Dnepr 
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(Dnepropertrovsk) on 29 November and in Kiev on 30 November. On 

4 December, a Hanukkiah in Rovno was damaged.
392

 

A wide public response was caused by the statements made by deputy 

mayor of Shepetovka (Khmelnytskiy Oblast) Yuriy Vakhotskiy in September 

2021, saying that the tragedy of Babiy Yar is "God's punishment to the Jews for 

the Holodomor", and the statements by head of the Khmelnytskiy branch of the 

All-Ukrainian Union "Fatherland" A. Sholovey, who said that the more he 

watches the Hanukkah celebration, "the better he understands Hitler." 

On 7 February 2021, the Center of Educational Literature published the 

book "Jews or Zhids" by the Nazi collaborator and OUN activist Zinoviy 

Knysh. Zinoviy Knysh was directly involved in organizing the Jewish pogroms 

and led the antisemitic Ukrainian Central Committee.
393

 

In 2022, antisemitic acts and attacks continued.  

On 18 January 2022, in Lisichansk, another antisemitic act of vandalism 

was recorded. Unknown persons destroyed a memorial to Jewish victims of 

World War II in Lysychansk located at the city cemetery "Green Grove". This is 

the second destruction of the monument. After the first, which occurred in 

December 2021, the monument was rebuilt with donations from concerned 

citizens.  

On 28 January 2022, a similar attack occurred in Dnepr 

(Dnepropetrovsk): unknown persons desecrated lamps at the monument to the 

Holocaust victims in the Gagarin Park, and the memorial was doused with paint. 

Igor Romanov, director of the Dnepropetrovsk Oblast association of Jewish 

communities, noted that this was not the first act of vandalism, and due to the 

lack of video surveillance cameras, previous desecrations of memorials had also 

gone unpunished. According to him, such criminal acts are timed either to 
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coincide with Jewish holidays or Holocaust-related mourning dates, including 

the International Holocaust Remembrance Day.
394

 

At the beginning of February 2022, the Center for Contemporary Art of 

Ivano-Frankovsk hosted an exhibition of antisemitic paintings by the Ukrainian 

artist Roman Bonchuk as part of the Precursor exhibition. One of them was 

titled "A Jew with a Pig". Another depicted a monster in a black hat, while a 

Torah scroll was presented in place of meat in a shawarma machine. After 

complaints from the United Jewish Community of Ukraine, they were removed 

on 6 February.  

On 31 March 2022, in Ivano-Frankovsk, the director of the Ivano-

Frankovsk Jewish Community Igor Perelman was attacked while handing out 

lunches to the needy and was stabbed three times. Physical violence was 

accompanied by antisemitic remarks in front of numerous witnesses.
395

 

On 16 May 2022, vandals in Khmelnitskiy drew a swastika on the Jewish 

community center "Tkhia".
396

 

On 26 July 2022, Mikhail Kovalchuk, a former deputy of the Kiev City 

Council and head of the National-Patriotic Movement of Ukraine, published an 

antisemitic post on his Facebook page in which, among other things, he claimed 

that "orthodox Jews practice ritual murder of people".
397

 

On 29 September 2022 (on Babi Yar Memorial Day), the "OKKO" gas 

station near Yavorov, Lvov Oblast, refused to serve Hasidim on the basis of 

their nationality and religion.
398
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On 4 October 2022, in Ivano-Frankovsk, a group of young people 

destroyed part of the fence at the oldest cemetery in the city, tearing down the 

Star of David. 

On 26 December 2022, a graffiti appeared in Uzhgorod with antisemitic 

writings and a call to kill Jews.
399

 

On 14 February 2023, unknown people threw paint on the recently 

restored monument to Jewish poet Paul Celan.
400

 

On 11 April 2023, the United Jewish Community of Ukraine reported that 

antisemitic inscriptions were systematically appearing in Mirgorod, Poltava 

Oblast.
401

 

On 23 June 2023, an old Jewish cemetery was desecrated in Khorol, 

Poltava Oblast.
402

 

On 28 July 2023, in Ovruch, Zhitomir Oblast, heavy machinery destroyed 

the territory of the old Jewish cemetery.
403

 

In August 2023, a 15-year-old teenager from Radomyshl, Zhitomir 

Oblast, committed several acts of vandalism and antisemitism with 

encouragement from a National Socialist-inspired Telegram community, which 

also consisted of users from Vinnitsa, Dnepr (Dnepropetrovsk), Ivano-

Frankovsk, and Lvov. The perpetrator desecrated a memorial complex 

commemorating Jewish children killed during World War II and the home of a 

local Jewish resident, drawing swastikas and insulting inscriptions on them. He 

also painted Nazi symbols on steles honouring those who fought against 

Nazism.
404
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On 26 October 2023, synagogues in Nikolaev and two other Ukrainian 

cities were doused with red paint.
405

 

On 15 December 2023, in Kremenchug, Poltava Oblast, unknown persons 

toppled a Hanukkiah set up by representatives of the city's Jewish community to 

celebrate Hanukkah.
406

 

On 19 December 2023, in Kiev, an unknown person desecrated Europe's 

largest Hanukkiah installed on Independence Square, and posted a video of his 

offense in social networks.
407

 

On 26 January 2024, on the eve of the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, vandals destroyed a memorial to Holocaust victims in the 

village of Sosnovoye (former Ludvipol) Rovno Oblast, where the Nazis shot 

more than a thousand prisoners of the local ghetto in 1942.
408

 

On 25 February 2024 in Lvov, a memorial sign dedicated to the 

Holocaust victims killed by the Nazis in the Stalag 23 camp in Lvov was 

painted with the inscription "death to the Jews".
409

 

On 12 April 2024, in Uman, Cherkassy Oblast, a man drew a swastika on 

the building of a Jewish canteen near the pilgrimage quarter of Bratslav Hasidic 

Jews.
410
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Discrimination against national minorities and manifestations of racism 

The sharp increase in pressure on Russians and Russian-speaking citizens 

of Ukraine in 2022 did not mean that all the problems of other national 

minorities in the country had been addressed. Budapest and Bucharest still have 

serious concerns about the continuing infringement of the rights of compatriots 

in Ukraine. They note that Kiev has not abandoned its attempts to assimilate the 

Hungarian and Romanian communities and continues its policy of depriving 

them of the opportunity to use their native language "outside the home" and 

receive education in it. It is not by chance that back in January 2023 the 

Hungarian and Romanian Ombudsmen for Human Rights announced their plans 

to visit Ukraine in the near future in order to find out on the spot to what extent 

Law No. 8224 "On National Minorities (Communities)" adopted by the 

Verkhovnaya Rada on 13 December 2022 actually meets the task of protecting 

their rights. 

A blatant violation by the Ukrainian authorities of the Hungarian 

community's right to preserve its cultural identity, as stated in this law, was the 

dismantling of the Turul sculpture in Mukachevo Palanok Castle 

(Transcarpathian Oblast) on 13 October 2022, which was replaced by a 

Ukrainian trident. 

The Kiev regime exerted brutal pressure on the Hungarian community 

living in Transcarpathian Oblast. At the end of 2020, armed Ukrainian special 

forces searched Laszio Brenzovich's residence and the headquarters of the 

Transcarpathian Hungarian Cultural Society for signs of separatist activity. The 

pretext for the raids was the fact that the Hungarian national anthem had been 

performed in a meeting of the organization. According to the representatives of 

the organization, this had been done during previous formal meetings in which 

no resolutions were adopted, but nobody had attached any importance to it. The 

organization believes that the actions of the Ukrainian special forces, which are 

founded on baseless political accusations, are aimed at preventing Hungarian 
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organizations from carrying out their activities and intimidating the 

Transcarpathian Hungarians and their leaders.
411

  

The administrative changes taking place in the country also pose a threat 

to the interests of ethnic minorities. Thus, on 17 July 2020, the Verkhovnaya 

Rada decided to enlarge Beregov district where Hungarians accounted for 76 

per cent of the population. According to Josip Borto, deputy head of the 

Transcarpathian Regional Council, MP of the Party of Hungarians of Ukraine, 

after the expansion of its territory by adding Vinogradov district, the percentage 

of the Hungarian minority decreased to 43 per cent. A similar situation can be 

observed in all the areas across Transcarpathia, which were densely populated 

by this nationality. Thus, after the enlargement of Uzhgorod district, Hungarians 

accounted for only 13 per cent of the total population instead of 33 per cent, and 

in Mukachevo district – for 4 per cent instead of 12 per cent.
412

 

On 8 December 2023, Kiev adopted the law "On Amendments to Certain 

Laws of Ukraine Concerning the Consideration of the Expert Assessment of the 

Council of Europe and its Bodies on the Rights of National Minorities 

(Communities) in Certain Spheres"; the law, issued under pressure from 

European institutions, secured a number of rights for minorities whose 

languages are official languages of the EU. In particular, this includes the right 

to basic and specialized secondary education in mother tongue, except for 

subjects related to the study of the Ukrainian language, Ukrainian literature and 

history of Ukraine, as well as the defence of Ukraine, which are taught in the 

state language; to higher education in mother tongue in private educational 

institutions provided that the state language is studied as a separate academic 

discipline; waiving the requirement to publish at least 50 per cent of book titles 

in the state language for publishing products in minority languages, which are 
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official languages of the EU; the reduction of quotas of up to 30 per cent of the 

total length of programmes and broadcasts in the state language for TV and 

radio broadcasters working in the languages of national minorities; the 

dissemination of election campaign materials, as well as indoor and outdoor 

advertising (for areas where national minorities traditionally reside or constitute 

a significant part of the population), made in the respective languages of 

national minorities with mandatory duplication in the state language, etc. 

However, the measures taken have not been satisfactory to Budapest, who 

believes that they are not adequate and "do not bring the restoration of the rights 

of Transcarpathian Hungarians any closer to the pre-2015 status quo". The 

Hungarian side continues to demand legislative safeguards of the rights of the 

Hungarian national minority to use their mother tongue outside of special 

lessons, secondary school final exams to be permanently organized in 

Hungarian, the organization of Hungarian grammar and literature examinations, 

the celebration of national holidays or the use of symbols associated with them, 

the establishment of cultural and educational institutions for national minorities, 

and representation of national minorities in Parliament. 

Budapest's ongoing dialog with Kiev on this issue has not yet resulted in 

a solution acceptable to both sides. 

Representatives of the Romanian community also claim that their rights 

have been violated as a result of the language and administrative reforms carried 

out by the Ukrainian authorities. The redrawing of the borders of the districts 

densely populated by members of this minority resulted in the creation of new 

administrative-territorial units in which the Romanians account for about 10 per 

cent of the total population. For them, this means loss of representation in the 
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country's parliament and its decrease in local councils, as well as forced 

assimilation in violation of Ukraine's international obligations.
413

 

The fact that the majority of persons belonging to ethnic or national 

minorities in Ukraine are at risk of discrimination and stigmatization was noted 

by international human rights monitoring mechanisms. Among others, the 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination noted that radical right-

wing organizations operating in the country, such as the Right Sector, the Azov 

Civilian Corps and the Social National Assembly, promote activities that 

amount to incitement to racial hatred and racist propaganda.
414

 There have been 

numerous instances of propaganda of intolerance on the Internet. Racist and 

antisemitic content is posted on specific web sites promoting a nationalist 

agenda.
415

 Ukraine's human rights organizations noted an increase in cases of 

xenophobia and aggression against foreigners in law-enforcement agencies. 

Detention, arrests and document checks based on a person's race and ethnicity 

are still widespread. 

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination expressed its 

concern at reports of a rise in racist hate speech and discriminatory statements 

in the public discourse, at rallies, including by public and political figures, in the 

media and on the Internet.
416

 

In November 2021, the Human Rights Committee indicated that hate 

speech was widespread in the country and hate crimes against minorities were 
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frequently committed by members of right-wing organizations. These minority 

groups included Roma, Hungarians, Crimean Tatars, etc.
417

 

Human rights advocates have recorded dozens of instances of intolerant 

or aggressive conduct towards members of minorities or persons with 

alternative political views. Of particular concern are illegal actions by the 

members of radical nationalist organizations (C14, Right Sector, Tradition and 

Order, National Corps, National Vigilantes, OUN, etc.). Their violent attacks 

are almost entirely ignored by Ukraine's law enforcement bodies. The right-

wing radicals make no attempt to hide the fact that their activities are closely 

coordinated with the SBU and Interior Ministry. 

Roma are still being stereotyped and discriminated against. There are 

frequent instances of members of this community being subjected to aggression, 

physically attacked and even murdered. Right-wing radicals regularly harass 

Roma on the Internet, publishing offensive texts, caricatures, and collages. For 

instance, in November 2020, several news outlets in Ivano-Frankovsk (whose 

authorities are already known for their particularly – even against the 

background of Ukraine – high level of tolerance for acts of Russophobia and 

antisemitism) published articles in which Roma were described using negative 

ethnic stereotypes, which sparked a wave of hate speech against the Roma 

community and resulted in calls for violence on social media.
418

  

International human rights organizations and bodies have noted that the 

Ukrainian justice system barely responds to attacks on the Roma community by 

nationalists.
419

 Moreover, Ukrainian civil servants actually take part in the 
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persecution of this national minority. In March 2020, the then Minister of 

Infrastructure of Ukraine, Vladislav Krykly, together with members of the 

radical structures S14 and Municipal Guard, took part in a "raid to combat" 

Roma at the railway station in Kiev.  

Ivano-Frankovsk Mayor Ruslan Martsinkiv issued a formal order on 

22 April 2020, directing all members of the Roma community to relocate to the 

Trancarpathian Oblast.
420

  

Attacks against the Roma community are recorded regularly in Ukraine. 

On 10 January 2021 in Lvov, unknown persons attacked a member of this 

nationality, accusing him of theft, doused him with the dilute alcoholic solution 

of brilliant green and beat him up.
421

 

On 5 October 2021, a similar attack took place in Dnepr 

(Dnepropetrovsk), during which an unknown right-wing radical beat a Roma 

man and sprayed a gas canister in his face.
422

 

On 17 October 2021, members of the neo-Nazi organization S14 and the 

"Municipal Guard" attacked a tabor of Roma in the town of Irpen with flares 

and smoke bombs. One of the organizers of the attack was Andrey Mevedko, 

who was charged with the murder of the writer Oles Buzina.  

On 23 October 2021, a member of the Azov battalion, M. Yarosh, openly 

and cynically beat a Roma woman in the center of Kiev. The attack was 

videotaped and subsequently circulated on the Internet.
423

 

On 17 November 2021, Ukrainian neo-Nazis again attacked Roma girls in 

the center of Kiev. During the abuse, the radicals damaged the victims' faces 

and clothes. They filmed their actions and disseminated them on the Internet.
424
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On 14 January 2022, in Lutsk, a man with a gun attacked a Roma family, 

threatened to kill everyone, and hit a child with a brick.
425

 

Even deputies have been subjected to attacks by nationalists. On 

13 August 2021, a Verkhovnaya Rada deputy from the "Servant of the People" 

party, Jean Beleniuk (his father is Rwandan, his mother is Ukrainian), was 

insulted in Kiev by two radicals who called him a "black monkey" and 

suggested that he "go back to Africa".  

The international community was shocked by the manifestations of 

racism towards Asian and African nationals in Ukraine reported in February-

March 2022. These included the beating of students from India for their 

country's refusal to vote against Russia in the UN General Assembly; rude 

treatment of Africans wishing to leave Ukraine; negative attitude towards 

Chinese citizens, etc.  

Many testimonies of victims who had been subjected to racial 

discrimination while trying to leave the country with Ukrainians were published 

in the media. In particular, there is a clear pattern of people of African and 

Asian descent being prevented from boarding trains or buses, being kicked out 

of vehicles, and being held in separate queues at border checkpoints.  

Concern about the situation of African citizens in Ukraine was expressed 

by the African Union in its statement of 28 February 2022, noting that the 

"singling out" of Africans and unacceptable unequal (dissimilar) treatment of 

them were shockingly racist. 
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Restrictions on the Work of the Media 

Ukrainian authorities have openly exerted pressure on the media, 

interfering in the work of those media outlets whose editorial policy and 

opinions contradict the position of official Kiev. Obstacles are put in the way of 

journalists' independent work, and attempts are made to tighten censorship. 

Security services often interfere in the work of the media and public 

organizations that hold views that diverge from the official position.
426

 In this 

connection, the level of aggression against media workers remains high. Thus, 

there have been repeated cases of blocking by right-wing radical "activists" of 

television channels that Kiev deems undesirable.  

Despite calls by many human rights organizations and mechanisms, no 

appreciable progress has yet been made in the high-profile criminal cases 

related to the killings of Oles Buzina and Pavel Sheremet. 

International observers have also pointed to numerous problems in the 

media field. Specifically, they have noted the trend towards limited editorial 

independence of the media owing to political bias of their owners. Journalists 

also face difficulties accessing public information due to administrative barriers 

created by the authorities. In addition, it has been noted that the actions of the 

state regulator – the National Council on Television and Radio Broadcasting – 

in relation to the media may also be biased by virtue of its affiliation with a 

number of politically biased media resources.  

The Kiev regime has clamped down on the attempts to present an 

alternative view of the situation in the country or relations with Russia, and this 

started long before 2022. On 2 February 2021, President Zelenskiy issued a 

decree blocking the broadcasting of a number of nationwide news TV channels, 

including 112-Ukraine, NewsOne, and ZIK TV channel, owned by Taras 

Kozak, an MP from the Opposition Platform – For Life. Taras Kozak himself 
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was placed on a sanctions list for a period of 5 years. He believes that the reason 

for all these actions was that the position adopted by the TV channels was not in 

line with the main policy pursued by the authorities.
427

 The Strana.UA media 

outlet has also been subjected to sanctions. Sergei Tomilenko, president of the 

National Union of Journalists of Ukraine, characterized these sanctions as 

politically motivated.  

Previously, the ZIK and 112-Ukraine TV channels, as well as the NASH 

TV channel, had already been persecuted by Ukrainian law enforcers. They 

were accused of broadcasting programmes whose participants allegedly made 

statements amounting to manifestations of national and racial hatred, called for 

undermining the constitutional order of the state, violating its territorial integrity 

and sovereignty, and made comments popularising the authorities of the 

"aggressor country" and justifying the "occupation of Ukrainian territories." 

However, it did not go as far as to close the channels.  

Following the decision of the Ukrainian president to close the channels, 

journalists who had worked for them created a new TV channel – Pershiy 

Nezalezhniy ("First Independent"). As soon as the channel went on air for the 

first time, it was almost immediately disconnected from broadcasting. Against 

the backdrop of these events, several dozen well-known Ukrainian journalists 

from various media outlets formed an association to defend their rights and 

demanded that the country's authorities stop attacking the press.
428

  

Criminal prosecution remains a common means of exerting pressure on 

dissenting journalists by the Kiev regime. The editorial offices of news agencies 

have been repeatedly searched. Since 2015, numerous charges have been 

brought against I. Guzhva, editor-in-chief of Strana.UA, Ukraine's largest 

independent Internet media outlet, as a result of which he was forced to leave 
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the country and seek political asylum in Austria. In August 2021, by a relevant 

decision of the National Security and Defence Council (NSDC) he was 

subjected to sanctions, which also applied to legal entities associated with him. 

This included the blocking of the Strana.UA website. Owner of the Open 

Ukraine news agency and former military man A. Medinskiy,
429

 head of RIA 

Novosti Ukraine Kirill Vyshinskiy, and independent journalists Y. Lukashin 

and V. Skachko have also faced persecution. A number of journalists were 

placed in pre-trial detention facilities, usually without the right to bail, including 

D. Vasilets
430

 (released under house arrest in 2018, as the Court of Appeal 

reversed the verdict, but the case was not closed), V. Muravitskiy
431

 (since 2018 

was under 24/7 house arrest, since November 2019 – under overnight house 

arrest), P. Volkov
432

 (fully acquitted in March 2019). 

Moreover, in addition to the direct pressure exerted on media outlets that 

take an independent position on most sensitive issues, offices of such media 

agencies have suffered attacks by nationalists, with the de facto connivance of 

the authorities. Thus, the buildings and premises of such TV channels as Inter, 

NASH, 112-Ukraine, and NewsOne have been repeatedly threatened and 

attacked by radicals. As a rule, such incidents occurred in connection with 

events involving participants from Russia or the demonstration of materials 

criticizing the Kiev authorities (including the well-known documentary by 

American director Oliver Stone "Revealing Ukraine"). 

On 11 June 2020, supporters of Sergei Sternenko, a radical activist 

accused of committing a murder in Odessa in May 2018, chased away 

journalists working for Anatoly Shariy's media outlets from the SBU building, 

where the investigative actions were taking place. A video published on Twitter 

shows how, in response to a journalist's question about the reasons for 
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inappropriate behaviour with her colleagues, nationalists turn on a siren and, 

standing very close to the journalist, start speaking through a loudspeaker using 

foul language.
433

 

On 28 November 2020, Violetta Toveks, a correspondent from the 

NewsOne television channel, was assaulted while reporting from Kiev's Park of 

Glory. During the live broadcast, an unknown person wearing a mask and a 

hood approached the journalist, took away and smashed her microphone on the 

pavement while shouting "This is a Russist channel!", and then he pushed her, 

shouted several insults and fled. Although the police opened a criminal case into 

the incident, no information on any suspect being identified and arrested has 

followed so far.  

On 12 February 2021, in Kiev, radicals from the S14 group attacked 

V. Shevchuk, a journalist from the Pravovoy Kontrol media project, who was 

covering a rally organized by nationalists near the premises of the NASH TV 

channel. Law enforcers did not arrest the attacker, although Shevchuk detained 

him, and deliberately delayed the process of obtaining surveillance footage. The 

lawyer of the attacked journalist stated that the investigators had interest in 

covering up the crime.
434

  

Human rights organizations have pointed out that the impunity of 

perpetrators of previous attacks worsens the situation with media freedom. The 

brutal beating in Cherkasy of investigative journalist V. Komarov, who died on 

20 June 2019 after spending six weeks in a coma, was cited as an example.
435

 In 

2019, the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine also noted that 
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radical right-wing nationalist groups had continually been putting pressure on 

the proceedings concerning the killing of Oles Buzina, which had lasted by then 

for more than three years. Eventually, the case, which had been considered by 

several different judges, was in effect been put on hold and the proceedings had 

to be restarted from scratch after the presiding judge recused himself in May 

2019.
436

 At the same time, on 12 December 2019, law enforcement agencies 

detained three suspects in the 2016 murder of prominent journalist 

Pavel Sheremet.
437

 

In November 2021, the UN Human Rights Committee expressed concern 

about the attacks and acts of intimidation against journalists and human rights 

defenders committed by right-wing radicals (among the victims, anti-corruption 

activists and LGBT defenders were specially noted). It also mentioned delays in 

the investigations into the murders of journalists Oles Buzina, Pavel Sheremet 

and V. Komarov, as a result of which the perpetrators still have not been found. 

It was recommended that Kiev prohibit officials from interfering in the lawful 

activities of journalists and human rights defenders, guarantee their protection 

from any kind of threats, pressure and attacks, and ensure the confidentiality of 

journalists' sources.
438

  

As noted above, the Kiev authorities actively used the 2022 developments 

for making the state the only source of information. This is not to say that Kiev 

officials had not made such attempts before. On 11 March 2021, Ukrainian 

President Vladimir Zelenskiy approved a decision by the NSDC on creation of a 

Center for Countering Disinformation to be established as a working body of 

the NSDC.
439

 The Center has now become known for spreading fake news and 

information on a mass scale.  
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Legislative steps are taken to combat dissenting viewpoints in the 

country. On 19 March 2022, the president of Ukraine enacted the decision of 

the NSDC "On the implementation of a unified information policy under martial 

law," providing that all national TV channels are to be united on a single 

information platform of strategic communication – the 24/7 information 

marathon "United News." According to a survey among journalists conducted 

by the Democratic Initiatives Foundation in January 2023, 62 per cent of them 

believe that this United Marathon amounts to censorship.
440

 

On 31 March 2023, the controversial Law No. 2849-IX "On the media" of 

13 December 2022, which is designed to be used by the authorities as a tool for 

fighting against dissenting media, entered into force. It imposes a ban on the 

publication of "materials containing popularisation or propaganda of bodies of 

the aggressor state" and "unreliable materials" (the criteria for defining such 

materials are very vague), which in practice implies a total control over the 

media
441

 and an opportunity for extrajudicial blocking of any periodicals, as 

well as a de facto ban on the publication of any information about Russia, even 

if neutral. Besides, the law tightens the language quotas: starting from January 

2023, the share of Ukrainian language on national television should increase 

from 75 per cent to 90 per cent.  

The legislation was adopted without regard to the opinion of the 

journalistic community. In the summer of 2022, the document (still a draft law 

at the time) was criticized by, among others, the European Federation of 

Journalists, which described it as "worthy of the worst authoritarian regimes." 

Back during the preparation of the bill, it was severely criticized by the 

scientific and expert department of the parliament itself, which noted in its 

conclusion that "the provisions of the bill contradict the constitution of Ukraine, 
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do not take into account the legal positions of the Constitutional Court of 

Ukraine, the international legal obligations of Ukraine and the jurisprudence of 

the European Court of Human Rights." It was also stated that "the general 

regulation mechanism is implemented through typical means of state coercion 

characteristic of heavy regulation of the activities by state bodies".
442

 

General Secretary of the International Federation of Journalists Anthoniy 

Bellanger, in his statement of 12 January 2023, criticized the new Law on the 

Media as a threat to the freedom of the press and diversity of opinions and 

called on the Kiev authorities to revise it in consultation with journalist 

associations.
443

  

Any attempts by journalists to publicize information that differs from the 

official point of view trigger accusations by Kiev officials of "distorting reality" 

and violating Ukrainian law. One of the most recent examples involves a report 

about the restoration of Mariupol by the Russian authorities released by 

Germany's ZDF TV channel in January 2024.
444

 

Sometimes such activism costs journalists their freedom or even their 

lives. In January 2024, Chilean and American citizen Gonzalo Lira, an 

independent journalist and blogger who criticized Zelenskiy, died in a 

Ukrainian prison after having been kidnapped by the SBU in April 2022, then 

released and detained again while trying to leave Ukraine (he intended to seek 

political asylum in Hungary), and held in detention ever since up until his 

death.
445

 

Similarly, in March 2022, the SBU kidnapped political observer and 

journalist Dmitriy Dzhangirov. His current whereabouts are unknown. In 

February 2023, Dmitriy Skvortsov, a journalist and blogger who defended the 
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canonical tradition of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine, was detained for 

"justifying Russian aggression."
446

 

Since 2022, the West and relevant international organizations have 

preferred to turn a blind eye to all these violations by the Kiev authorities. In 

2023, the Institute of Mass Information recorded 83 cases of violations of 

freedom of speech "the responsibility for which lies with the Ukrainian side", 

but no unlawful detentions of journalists were mentioned among them. The list 

only included the obstruction of legitimate journalistic activities (29 cases), 

restriction of access to public information (20 cases), threats (11), 

cybercrime (11), beatings (4), indirect pressure (3), legal pressure (2), 

censorship (2), damage to property (1).
447

 

While the Ukrainian authorities are trying to gain full control over the 

law-abiding media offering an alternative view of the situation in the country, 

the notorious "Myrotvorets" website, which blatantly violates citizens' right to 

privacy, continues to operate without any hindrance. The site publishes illegally 

collected personal data of both Ukrainian citizens and foreigners whom it 

considers to be "separatists" or "enemies of Ukraine", including reporters, 

politicians, cultural figures and even Russian diplomats.  

Ukrainian special services and radical nationalist structures actively use 

the said web resource to exert psychological pressure on those whomever they 

may accuse of "separatism and high treason." Moreover, those who are listed in 

the "Myrotvorets" database automatically become potential targets for 

repression by local security services and violent acts by nationalist radicals. 

The most outrageous case involved the publication in 2015 of personal 

data, including residential address, of writer Oles Buzina and journalist 

Pavel Sheremet shortly after this information was published on the website, they 

were killed. 
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The list of those killed further includes Italian journalist 

Andrea Rocchelli, former MP from the Party of Regions Oleg Kalashnikov, 

militiaman Roman Dzhumayev, and Russian journalist Daria Dugina, to name a 

few. The Ukrainian public figures considered undesirable have also been 

subjected to illegal persecution. Many of them, like, for example, 

Alexei Selivanov, chief ataman of the Faithful Cossacks organization, were 

forced to leave the territory of Ukraine, fearing for their lives. When a 

blacklisted person dies, their profile is labelled as "eliminated." This was also 

the case with Italian businessman and politician Silvio Berlusconi.  

In many cases, the inclusion of persons, such as media workers, into the 

extremist website's database has been followed by the blocking of their bank 

accounts in connection with their being listed as the "enemies of Ukraine." It is 

also known that, in May 2016, head of the National Bank of Ukraine Valeria 

Gontareva signed a letter addressed to Ukrainian organizations and enterprises 

recommending using the "Myrotvorets" website to obtain data necessary to 

"combat abuses in the financial sector and terrorist financing." "Myrotvorets" is 

also used as a source of evidence by the Ukrainian courts at all stages of the 

judicial procedure, as has been clearly demonstrated by the Uspishna Varta 

NGO, which identified more than 100 court decisions in criminal cases that 

refer to materials from the "Myrotvorets" website in their statement of 

reasons.
448

 

"Myrotvoret" editor-in-chief Roman Zaitsev, in an interview with 

Ukrainian periodical Fakti on 14 March 2021, made it clear that this web 

resource was supported by Ukrainian authorities (ministries of foreign affairs, 

internal affairs and defence; the SBU; border services), as well as by foreign 

(Western) intelligence agencies.  
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To date, more than 240 thousand people are listed in the "Myrotvorets" 

database, of which about 75 thousand are Russians. This includes the disclosure 

of personal information of over 300 minors. In October 2021, Faina Savenkova, 

a 12-year-old girl from Lugansk who allegedly "poses a threat to the national 

security of Ukraine," was included in the "Myrotvorets" database. The reason 

was her open appeal to the members of the UN Security Council on Children's 

Day where she drew attention to the situation of children in the Donbass. 

In January 2022, "Myrotvorets" announced the opening of a new area of 

activity to combat unscrupulous law enforcement officers who allegedly 

fabricate criminal cases. However, the site administrators referred to this 

category only those investigators and prosecutors who conducted criminal 

proceedings against veterans of the ATO and members of nationalist battalions, 

as well as against MP Sofia Fedina, who is known for making extremist 

statements.  

International human rights organizations have brought attention to the 

problems caused by the operation of this vile Internet resource in Ukraine. In 

2019, the OHCHR Monitoring Mission in Ukraine called on deputies of the 

Verkhovnaya Rada to initiate the closure of the nationalist resource; similar 

calls were voiced by the EU office in Kiev and the Journalists without Borders 

NGO, which, however, has had no effect.  

In November 2021, the UN Human Rights Committee pointed out the 

lack of information on the outcome of criminal investigations carried out in 

relation to this notorious website. In particular, this refers to the publication of 

personal data of thousands of Ukrainians and other individuals allegedly linked 

to armed groups or labelled by the resource as "terrorists."
449

 The HRCttee 

attached great importance to this issue. This is indicated, in particular, by the 
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fact that the recommendation to ensure the right to privacy, including in the 

context of the Myrotvorets website, along with comments on ensuring the 

independence of the judiciary and the administration of justice, as well as 

freedom of expression in the context of journalists' activities, was included by 

the Committee in the list of issues that are to be reported on within a year.  

 



 

 

Suppression of opposition and political rights restriction 

In the spirit of the best Nazi examples, the Kiev authorities are 

conducting a campaign to purge political circles of undesirable figures and 

forces that oppose the biased domestic and foreign policy and represent 

competition to the ruling elite. To this end, the special services and the country's 

judicial system are actively involved.  

Back in November 2021, the UN Human Rights Committee highlighted a 

number of issues related to the operation of political parties in Ukraine. It was 

particularly concerned about reports indicating that there was corruption, misuse 

of State resources and a lack of transparency in campaign financing. The 

Committee was also concerned about broad and vague legal provisions which 

allowed for the denial or revocation of party registration on the pretext of 

threats to national security. In addition to the need to ensure transparency, 

effective monitoring of campaign financing and the investigation of corruption 

allegations, the recommendations to Kiev include the promotion of the culture 

of political pluralism. At the same time, the Committee's experts pointed out 

that the realization of civil and political rights in the country had been affected 

by the authorities' efforts to combat the coronavirus. As a result, the Ukrainian 

Government had introduced restrictive measures under the pretext of combating 

the disease. They mostly impacted conflict-affected populations, women, Roma, 

and older persons. 

The Human Rights Committee also expressed concern regarding the 

judiciary system. In particular, it noted the lack of measures to fully ensure the 

independence of judges and prosecutors, the lack of transparency in the 

procedure for the appointment and dismissal of judges; the challenges faced 

during the qualification assessment of judges; and the investigation of possible 

cases of corruption. As a result, these factors, together with the insufficient 

number of judges in the country, lead to delays and lack of access to justice for 

a significant number Ukrainian citizens. The authorities were advised to refrain 
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from interfering in the judiciary and safeguard the full independence of judges. 

The fact that the investigations into the Maidan tragedies (the investigation has 

been completed and charges have been brought against Viktor Yanukovich and 

security forces in absentia) and the Odessa tragedy have been slowed down was 

cited as a manifestation of the understaffing and underfunding of the courts.
450

  

Moreover, the Kiev regime keeps compiling more "enemies of Ukraine" 

lists, one of which is the recently launched The Germs of "Russian World" 

Internet resource. It features European citizens and organizations that allegedly 

support the Russian Federation and its policy in various forms. It also includes 

Russian compatriots and their organizations. 

To be featured on this proscription list, one only needs not to condemn 

Russia or to speak positively about anything related to it. The page is owned by 

Texty (texty.org.ua) and contains the names of about 1,300 individuals and 

some 900 organizations from 19 European countries. It is sponsored by the 

Soros Foundation. 

Evidently, the new "Myrotvorets" (Peacekeeper), just like its prototype, 

will be used to harass those featured in it, target people for any dissent, and 

purposefully spread hatred between nations. 

The state of martial law imposed in 2022 has been used by Vladimir 

Zelenskiy not only to limit freedom of speech and purge the country's media 

space, but also to eliminate any possible political concurrents. One of the first 

political parties to be targeted by Zelenskiy's regime was the Opposition 

Platform – For Life – including its leaders. Following the closure of three 

national news channels owned by party member Taras Kozak in early February 

2021, the National Security and Defence Council, on 19 February, imposed 

sanctions on the leader of this party, Viktor Medvedchuk, and his wife, TV 
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presenter Oksana Marchenko, freezing all of their assets and property in 

Ukraine. The grounds for that were an investigation conducted by the SBU into 

the financing of terrorism.
451

 As of May 2021, a criminal case was opened 

against Viktor Medvedchuk and Taras Kozak for high treason and attempted 

theft of national resources in Crimea.  

In 2022, measures to eliminate opposition parties became even more 

active. On 14 May 2022, Vladimir Zelenskiy signed a law banning pro-Russian 

parties in the country. As a follow-up to this decision, by the end of 2023, 

Ukrainian courts had banned 18 opposition parties representing the interests 

of millions of Russian-speaking residents of Ukraine and advocating for a 

dialog with Russia. Their property, finances, and other assets were seized and 

turned over to the state. The leadership of these parties was subject to criminal 

prosecution. 

On 23 April 2022, amendments to the Criminal Code (CC) regarding 

"ensuring the accountability of individuals who carry out collaborationist 

activities" came into force. Complicity with the "aggressor state" is punishable 

by imprisonment for up to 12 years. The Criminal Procedure Code (CPC) was 

also amended to allow prosecutors to order pre-trial custody of suspects and to 

pass rulings on other matters of criminal proceedings, which previously used to 

require the judge's authorization. In addition, the CPC was also amended to 

establish imprisonment as the only punitive measure applicable to crimes 

associated with a "military conflict" while martial law is in effect. Furthermore, 

Ukrainian law enforcement officers were allowed to conduct night searches 

without witnesses.  

The above-mentioned legislative amendments were also criticized in the 

OHCHR report on the human rights situation in Ukraine for the period from 

February 2022 to May 2023, which, among other things, mentions that these 
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amendments, "combined with practices employed by Ukrainian security forces, 

have also resulted in an environment conducive to arbitrary detention". 

According to the information disclosed in this report, during the reporting 

period alone, OHCHR documented 75 confirmed cases of arbitrary detention by 

Ukrainian security forces. Fifty-seven per cent of the detainees interviewed 

described subjection to torture or ill-treatment; 17 per cent reported improper 

conditions of detention.
452

 

The Ukrainian authorities also open politically motivated cases against 

undesirable individuals under articles 109 – 114-2, 258 – 258-6, 260, 261, 437 – 442 

of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, for crimes against national security of Ukraine – 

articles 109 – 114-2, for crimes against public security – articles 258 – 258-6, 

260, 261 (generally used to convict militias and residents of the DPR and the 

LPR), for criminal offenses against peace, security of mankind and international 

legal order – articles 437 – 442 (cases directly related to warfare). Besides, cases 

are opened for criminal offenses related to the protection of state secrets, 

inviolability of state borders and mobilization – articles 328, 330, 332, 335-337 

of the Criminal Code of Ukraine; criminal offenses against the established 

procedure of military service (military offenses) (disobedience, absence without 

leave from a military unit or place of service, desertion) – articles 402-403, 

407 – 409, 422, 427, 429 – 431 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine; dissemination 

of communist or Nazi symbols or propaganda; justification, validation or denial 

of the "military aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine"; and 

"glorification" of its participants – article 436 of the Criminal Code of 

Ukraine.
453

 

In reality, all of the criminal law regulations in the country are used by 

Ukrainian authorities to persecute the dissidents. As of 15 February 2024, the 

Prosecutor General's Office of Ukraine reported opening 16,345 criminal cases 
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on suspicion of committing crimes against national security, including: trespass 

against territorial integrity and inviolability of Ukraine (article 110 of the 

Criminal Code) – 3,473, high treason (article 111 of the Criminal Code) – 

3,081, collaborationism (article 111-1 of the Criminal Code) – 7,286, aiding and 

abetting the aggressor state (article 111-2 of the Criminal Code) – 1,081, 

sabotage (article 113 of the Criminal Code) – 97. 

Concerning the further development of such cases, the Office of the 

Prosecutor General of Ukraine reports that in 2022-2023, 195,776 criminal cases 

were opened in relation to the military conflict. 74,302 cases were opened for 

political dissidence. In 16,571 cases, suspicion notices were given, and 

12,793 cases with an indictment were forwarded to court.
454

 

Over the past two years, more than 3,000 cases under article 111 of the 

Criminal Code of Ukraine ("high treason") have been opened (mostly in the 

Kharkov Oblast and areas of the Donetsk Oblast, the Zaporozhye Oblast, the 

Kherson Oblast, and the Kiev Oblast under Kiev control). Besides, residents of 

these territories, some of which have temporarily got back under the UAF 

control, fall under the articles "collaborationism" (111-1) and "aiding and 

abetting the aggressor state" (111-2).
455

 Human rights activists note that the 

given statistics don't cover those who have gone missing, as well as victims of 

forced disappearances. At the same time, some political and public figures in 

Ukraine recognize the existence of such victims, but the Kiev authorities refrain 

from covering this unpopular topic in the mass media. 

According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, in 2023, the 

country's law enforcement agencies put 7,422 people on the wanted list, a 

record for the past five years (including a 40 per cent increase over 2021). 

These individuals were wanted on the following charges: 21.7 per cent for 

collaborationism, 18.2 per cent for theft, 5.3 per cent for high treason, and 
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4.8 per cent for fraud. As of the end of January 2024, according to the Ukrainian 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, there were 55,992 people wanted in Ukraine.
456

 

It has gotten to the point where Ukrainian senior citizens who have 

"liked" posts on the social media platforms Odnoklassniki, Vkontakte and other 

sites have been sentenced to real terms on criminal charges. For supporting pro-

Russian post, they risk imprisonment up to five years, which is equal to the 

convictions for theft, murder or rape. Ninety-nine such convictions have been 

handed down from March to September 2022, 176 from October 2022 to 

September 2023.
457

 

Public figures and human rights activists, mainly those who advocate for 

the rights of Russians in Ukraine and those who speak out in favour of 

establishing cooperative relations with Russia, are also being persecuted on 

false charges. An illustrative example is the case of Elena Berezhnaya, 

well-known Ukrainian public activist, who is actively defending the rights of 

the Russian-speaking population and national minorities of Ukraine. Her regular 

appearances at the UN, the OSCE, and other international organizations most 

likely became one of the main reasons for the persecution of this activist by the 

Ukrainian security services. On 16 March 2022, Elena Berezhnaya was detained 

by the SBU under the pretext that she was suspected of high treason; since then 

she has been kept in a pre-trial detention facility. Several human rights activists 

have drawn attention to her fate. She also addressed letters herself to the 

Council of Europe and the OSCE. However, there is still no progress in her 

case, and the activist has been already held in detention for more than two years.  

In the spring of 2022, in Ukraine, there were numerous cases of 

persecution against the public figures that expressed their personal views on the 

situation in the country and disagreed with the official policy. In March 2022, 

writer, satirist, publicist and TV host Yan Taksiur was detained. The reason was 
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the satirist's literary works, which allegedly "undermined the sovereignty of the 

state." Yan Taksyur was held in a pre-trial detention facility despite having 

serious health issues. A few months later he was released on bail. 

In June 2022, Mikhail Pogrebinskiy, well-known Ukrainian political 

scientist, was charged in absentia with high treason. He was accused of acting 

as an "expert" and "repeatedly participating in TV programmes and talk shows, 

disseminating well-written Russian messages aimed at destabilizing the socio-

political situation in the country". Earlier, in March 2022, Pogrebinskiy's 

apartment was searched.  

The media also reported on the detention of activist Aleksander 

Gorbenko, political scientist and journalist Dmitriy Dzhangirov; political 

scientist Yuriy Dudkin, who had taken part in live broadcasts of such channels 

as 112-Ukraine, NewsOne, and ZIK, which had been closed by the Kiev 

regime; anti-fascist politicians Mikhail and Aleksander Kononovichi; political 

scientist and blogger Gleb Lyashenko; anti-fascist activist Aleksander 

Mayevskiy (he managed to escape during the burning of the Trade Union House 

in Odessa on 2 May 2014); communist and anti-fascist Aleksander 

Matyushenko; journalist of the NewsOne and NASH TV channels Maks 

Nazarov, head of the Slavic Movement "Russia Revived" public organization 

Aleksander Tarnashinskiy, lawyer Dmitriy Tikhonenkov, who had defended 

anti-Maidan activists, journalist Yuriy Tkachev, professor of the Nikolaev 

Institute of Law Sergei Shubin, and many others.
458

  

Other political prisoners whose future is of particular concern are: Energy 

expert and commentator Dmitriiy Marunych (detained by the SBU in April 

2022, his current whereabouts are unknown), Kiev historian and publicist, 

author of books on the common history of East Slavic peoples Aleksander 

Karevin (captured by the SBU on 9 March 2022 in his own apartment, his 

further fate is unknown), former deputy of the district council, person with 
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disabilities, anti-Maidan activist Oleg Novikov (detained by the SBU in April 

2022, his current whereabouts are unknown), the head of the Russian 

community in the Poltava Oblast, writer, journalist Viktor Shestakov (detained 

by the SBU in July 2023, currently in a pre-trial detention center).  

Sentences have been handed down in the cases of some public figures. 

Thus, in May 2022, Aleksander Matyushenko was sentenced to three years in 

prison on charges of "trespass against territorial integrity of Ukraine".
459

 In 

November 2023, head of the Department of Humanities of the Nikolaev 

Institute of Law Sergei Shubin was sentenced to 15 years in prison (arrested by 

the SBU in June 2022)).  

Actual prison sentences are imposed even on elderly people, and given 

their age, this is equivalent to a death sentence. For example, in January 2024, 

an 82-year-old Afghan War veteran, holder of the Order of the Red Star, writer 

and journalist, Yuriy Chernyshev was sentenced to 15 years in prison. 

Following the start of the special military operation, the SBU, using the 

tactics of criminals and terrorists, began to harass and intimidate Ukrainian 

deputies and officials who accepted humanitarian cargoes from Russia or 

negotiated with the Russian military on the establishment of civilian evacuation 

corridors. On 1 March 2022, Vladimir Struk, mayor of Kremennaya, was 

kidnapped by men in military uniform. Two days later his body was discovered 

with signs of torture. On 7 March 2022, Yuriy Prilipko, mayor of Gostomel, 

was found murdered. He negotiated with the Russian military to establish a 

humanitarian corridor for civilians. On 24 March 2022, Gennady Matsegora, 

mayor of Kupyansk, published a video calling on Zelenskiy and his 

administration to release his daughter, who had been kidnapped by SBU agents 

to put pressure on the official. The media also reported on the detention of 

Aleksander Bryukhanov, mayor of Yuzhnoye; Cherkasy City Council deputy 

from the "Opposition Platform – For Life" Aleksander Zamiraylo; Kherson City 
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Council deputy Ilya Karamalikov; Mariupol City Council deputy Vladimir 

Klimenko; politician I. Kolesnikov; mayor of Stary Saltov Eduard Konovalov; 

mayor of Buryn Viktor Ladukha; and Andrey Lazurenko, deputy of 

Solonitsevskiy village council of the Kharkov Oblast.  

In 2023, the Kiev regime continued to cleanse the political space of 

alternative opinions. On 25 July 2023, the SBU accused of high treason former 

deputy of the Verkhovnaya Rada, leader of the now-banned party "Nashi" 

Evgueniy Muraev. Earlier, in November 2022, Ukrainian security services 

searched his house.
460

 In the same month, a criminal case for high treason was 

opened against another former deputy Vadim Rabinovich. He was arrested in 

absentia.
461

  

Ukrainian security forces began to regularly prosecute civil population, 

primarily, Russian-speaking. A significant number of criminal prosecutions are 

being conducted in connection with the alleged work of the accused persons for 

the Russian intelligence services. However, there are also known cases when 

citizens are prosecuted for publicly drawing attention to inappropriate behaviour 

of the Ukrainian military. Thus, in early April 2024, the SBU detained in 

Kharkov a 54-year-old director of School No. 38 who publicly complained 

about drug use by UAF militants on the territory of the educational institution. 

The woman published photos on social networks showing janitors collecting 

used syringes and empty packages of drugs for drug addicts scattered by the 

militants on the territory of the school, criticizing the "defenders". A few days 

later, the teacher was detained, a "preventive conversation" was held with her 

and a criminal case was opened.
462

 

At the same time, it became known about the arrest in Kharkov of six 

former employees of Ukrainian design institutes (traditionally, they are often 
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suspected of working for Russia). According to the version of the so-called 

investigation, they were commissioned by the Russian state corporation 

Rosatom to develop research and design documentation for the modernization 

of Russian nuclear power plants in Kursk, Rostov, Novovoronezh and 

Balakovo. The detainees were also allegedly supposed to help connect the 

Zaporozhye NPP to the Russian energy system.
463

 

Often representatives of the Ukrainian security services directly inform 

the detainees that the reason for their arrest is the intention to use them to 

exchange them for Ukrainian soldiers who have surrendered to the Russian 

Federation Armed Forces.  

About 700 citizens' complaints of illegal criminal prosecution in Ukraine 

for their pro-Russian position are under consideration in the Office of the 

Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Federation Tatyana 

Moskalkova. 

Despite the connivance of a number of international organizations with 

the Kiev regime, information about the methods used by Kiev to persecute 

potential political opponents and simply people with different views still 

appears in the information space. The fact that such actions are not in 

accordance with the international law was pointed out by the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet in her report at the 

50th session of the UN Human Rights Council in July 2022. 

In October 2023, during the discussion at the UN Human Rights Council 

meeting of the OHCHR regular report on Ukraine, United Nations Deputy High 

Commissioner for Human Rights Nada Al-Nashif noted that about 

6,000 criminal cases related to charges of "collaboration activities" had been 

opened on the territory under Kiev control and their number was still growing. 

The OHCHR expressed concern regarding this issue.
464
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Numerous cases of detention of dissidents in Ukraine came to the 

attention of Western media. For example, the Guardian published an article on 

this issue on 3 February 2024.
465

 Among others, it reported that in recent years 

Ukraine's SBU security service had opened more than 8,100 criminal 

proceedings related to collaboration of Ukrainian citizens with Russia. It was 

also noted that Ukrainians convicted on these counts were only held in certain 

prisons, where they were kept away from other inmates. Many of the 

correspondents' interlocutors claimed that they admitted guilt under pressure. At 

the same time, it should be noted that although this publication has recognized 

the fact of persecution of opposition and dissenting citizens in Ukraine, 

nevertheless, the entire material is written as a description of the cases of 

"traitors and collaborators", with the use of appropriate negative language, and 

does not contain the slightest sympathy for people (even for their professional 

colleagues) who have become victims of the crimes of the Kiev regime. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
465

 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/02/jailed-as-collaborators-the-stories-of-ukrainians-who-

ended-up-in-prison  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/02/jailed-as-collaborators-the-stories-of-ukrainians-who-ended-up-in-prison
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/02/jailed-as-collaborators-the-stories-of-ukrainians-who-ended-up-in-prison

